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Charles A. Maxtinie spent his youthful days in his parents' home and the 
public schools of Edgar county afforded him his educational privileges until he 
had attained his fourteenth year. He afterward entered Lincoln University 
at Lincoln, Illinois, where he pursued his studies for four years and later 
specialized in literature and art in the State University for three years. During 
this period he also gave considerable attention to the study of music in which 
he has marked talent. For a number of years he served as a director in various 
bands and orchestras. During the following years he played in such places a s  
Manitou and Colorado Springs, Cobrado, at waukesha, Wisconsin, and at 
Sailor Springs, Illinois, his ability winning him wide recognition in musical 
circles. 

In 1904 Mr. Martinie was united in marriage to Miss Grace Judd of Mount 
Vernon, a daughter of Charles H. Judd, a prominent retired farmer of that 
city, who is now deceased. Following his marriage Mr. Martinie located in 
Urbana and in the subsequent year had charge of his father's landed interests. 
In 1905 he came to the Vermilion county farm which he has since operated. 
However, he spends only the summer months here, the winter seasons being 
passed in Urbana, a tenant looking after his live stock during the cold months. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Martinie have been born two children, Mary Elizabeth 
and Ray Emerson. Mrs. Martinie pursued her more specifically literary educa- 
tion in Jefferson county, in Ewing College and in Delaware College of Delaware, 
Ohio. She was then graduated in music at the Oberlin Conservat~ry of Music 
and later completed her literary education in Monticello Seminary at Godfrey, 
Illinois. She also studied music under A. G. Rolyn, a noted composer of St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

Mr. Martinie is a supporter of the democratic party and a member of Sidell 
Lodge, No. 476, K. P. The musical talent of himself and wife constitutes a 
most attractive feature of their home which is the abode of hospitality ever 
cordially extended to their many friends. Mr. Martinie is one of the well in- 
formed and progressive men of Sidell township, active and enterprising in busi- 
ness and his intelligently directed effort is making the property of which he has 
control a valuable and productive one. 

H. ERNEST HUTTON. 

H. Ernest Hutton, engaged in the practice of law as a member of the firm 
of Clark & Hutton, in which connection he enjoys an extensive and important 
clientage, was born in Kentland, Indiana, on the 9th of May, 1878. His father, 
J. H. Hutton, was a native of Ohio, while his mother, who bore the maiden 
name of Phoebe J. Rawlings, was born in Indiana. After living for a number 
of years in the latter state, J. H. Hutton removed with his family to Hoopeston, 
Illinois, in 1885. He was a dentist and practiced his profession until 1906, 
when he retired from that field ~f labor and is now engaged in the manufacture 
of concrete tiles in Hoopeston, where he is conducting a successful and growing 
business. 
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H. Ernest Hutton was a lad of seven years when his parents removed t a  
Hoopeston and in the public schools of that city he began his education, his 
course there being suplemented by six years' study in the University of In- 
diana. He was graduated from the literary department of that institution with 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts and from the law department in 1904. He en- 
tered upon active practice well equipped for the profession, Admitted to thc 
bar, he at once opened an office, and along with those qualities indispensable 
to the lawyer-a keen, rapid, logical mind plus the business sense and a ready 
capacity for hard work-he brought to the starting point of his legal career a 
strong personality, an earnest, dignified manner, marked strength of character, 
a thorough grasp of the law and the ability to accurately apply its principles. 
He commenced practice in the fall of ~goq with John 31. Keeslar, with whom 
he was associated for four years. In 1905 he became public administrator and 
in January, rgro, entered into his present partnership relations with the Hon. 
S. Murray Clark, a distinguished representative oi  the Danville bar. In the six 
years of his practice he has made steady progress and his effectiveness as an 
advocate and his wisdom as a counselor bespeak for him further prominence 
in connection with the legal profession. 

In August, 1909, Mr. Hutton was united in marriage to Miss Myrtle A. 
Jackson, a native of Danville and a daughter of John T. Jackson. H e  belongs 
to the Phi Delta Theta, a college fraternity, the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and the Knights of Pythias. His political allegiance is given to the 
republican party. His support of any measure or movement is never half- 
hearted nor his position an equivocal one, and therefore his cooperation con- 
stitutes a valued feature in furthering the interests of any public project. . 

WILLIAM JEFFERSON KELLOGG. 

Industrial activities in Hoopeston find a worthy representative in William 
Jefferson Kellogg, engaged in the lumber business and in the operation of a 
planing mill. He is connected in these interests with H. E. Vines and the firm 
is recognized as one of the strong business combinations of the city. Their 
operations are conducted along progressive lines and no difficulties are allowed 
to remain as a bar to their path if they can be overcome by persistent effort 
and ceaseless activity. 

A native of Fountain county, Indiana, Mr. Kellogg was born June 2, 1868, 
a son of Joseph and Martha Ellen (Nicoson) Kellogg. The father, of German 
lineage, was a contractor and builder but at the time of the Civil war put aside 
all business and personal considerations and stanchly defended the Union cause 
at the front. He afterward removed to Vermilion county, Illinois, but both 
he and his wife are now deceased. The latter came of a family that for many 
generations has been represented on American soil, the ancestry presumably 
being English. 

William Jefferson Kellogg pursued his education in the common schools of 
Fountain county, Indiana, which he attended to the age of seventeen years, 
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and then undertook the task of providing far his own support. His taste and 
natural tendencies were toward industrial interests and he learned the carpen- 
ter's trade under the direction of his father, after which he worked as a journey- 
man for about fifteen years. H e  then began contracting and, meeting with 
success in that undertaking, was thus engaged until 1907, when, in connection 
with H. E. Vines, he purchased the business of the Hoopeston Lumber, Coal 
& Planing Mill Company. Business has since been continued under the name 
of the Hoopeston Planing Mill Company and during their ownership they have 
made many improvements, remodeling the b~ildings and also the general equip 
ment of their plant. Their business activities extend to several of the neigh- 
boring states and they employ on an average of about a dozen skilled workmen. 
They have greatly improved their output since assuming control of the plan- 
ing mill and their patronage is now extensive and profitable. Mr. Kellogg is 
intensely practical in all that he undertakes and the careful consideration which 
he gives to every phase of the subject before he definitely forms his plans has 
been one of the features in his success. 

On the 27th of September, 1899, in Hoopeston, Mr. Kellogg was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary Evelyn Faurote, a native of Fountain county, Indiana. 
Three children have been born unto them, Ronald Earl, Doris Edna and Caro- 
line Ellen, all being natives of Hoopeston. 

The parents are members of the Christian church, in which Mr. Kellogg 
is serving as a deacon and is also financial secretary of the building fund. They 
are both actively interested in the work of the church and their labors consti- 
tute a potent force in its upbuilding and the extension of its influence. In his 
political views Mr. Kellogg is a republican and while an active worker in the 
ranks of the party is not an office seeker. He belongs to the Business Men's 
Club of Hoopeston and is laboring effectively for the commercial and indus- 
trial development of the city in which he has made his home for twenty-seven 
years and in which high regard is tendered him by reason of his business en- 
terprise and integrity and his sterling personal worth. 

PERRY OLSON. 

Coming to the new world empty handed when a youth of scarcely nineteen, 
Perry Olson has since worked his way steadily upward by dint of untiring 
perseverance and indomitable energy until he is now numbered among the most 
prosperous and respected citizens of his community, being the owner of six 
hundred and forty-two zcres of valuable land within the borders of Vermilion 
county. Since 1907 he has made his home in Grant township, having there 
purchased a farm of three hundred and twenty acres. His birth occurred in 
the southern part of Sweden on the 25th of October, 1864, his parents being 
Ola and Lena Olson, who still reside in that country. Their childrer. were seven 
in number, namely: Anna, Nels and Ola, all yet living in Sweden; Perry, of this 
review ; Swan, who likewise makes his home in Sweden ; Carl, who is deceased ; 
and Andrew. 
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Perry Olson spent the first eighteen years of his life in his native land, ob- 
taining a good practical education in the common schools. In the spring of 
1883, wishing to test the truth of the many favorable reports which he had 
heard concerning the opportunities of the new world, he crossed the Atlantic 
to the United States and came direct to Vermilion county, Illinois. Securing 
employment as a farm land, he was thus busily engaged for five years, on 
the expiration of which period he rented a tract of land in Butler township, 
devoting his attention to its cultivation for several years. When he had ac- 
cumulated sufficient capital to enable him to purchase a farm of his own, he 
came into possession of three hundred and twenty acres on sections 25 and 26, 
Butler township, continuing to reside thereon until 1907. In that year he pur- 
chased three hundred and twenty acres of land in Grant township, where he 
has made his home to the present time. In the conduct of his farming inter- 
ests he has followed the most modern methods of agriculture and his well di- 
~ected labors have been annually rewarded by bounteous harvests. His land 
holdings now embrace six hundred and forty-two acres and his success is all 
the more creditable by reason of the fact that it is attributable entirely to his 
own efforts, for his cash capital at the time of his arrival in this country was 
but twenty-five cents. 

In 1888 Mr. Olson was united in marriage to Miss Gussie Lindall, a native 
of Sweden, in which country her parents spent their entire lives. Our subject 
and his wife now have three children: George W., Laura A. and Elmer W. 

Mr. Olson is a stanch republican in politics and holds the office of township 
commissioner, now serving for the second year. Both he and his wife belong 
to the Methodist Episcopal church and exemplify its teachings in their daily 
lives. He is a man who has made the most of each opportunity but also one 
who has not swerved from the principles of upright manhood. 

JOHN FV. DIEHL. 

John W. Diehl had a wide acquaintance in Hoopeston and throughout this 
part of the county and all recognized in him a man of substantial character, 
straightforward in his acts, honorable in his purposes. His sterling qualities 
won him high and lasting regard and a feeling of deep and sincere regret 
spread throughout the community when it was learned that on the ~ 1 s t  of Jan- 
uary, 1909, John W. Diehl has passed on to "that undiscovered country from 
whose bourne no traveler returns." 

In  the midst of the foothills of a mountain range in Pennsylvania, pictur- 
esquely nestles the little city of Gettysburg, and it was about seven miles from 
that city that John W. Diehl was born on the 8th of January, 1843, his parents 
being Samuel and Catherine (Brame) Diehl, both of whom were natives of the 
Keystone state and of German descent. The father devoted his life to farm- 
ing until his labors were ended in death about 1865. His wife survived him 
for six or  seven years. Their family included a daughter, Ellen, now the wife 
of William Sadler of Pennsylvania. 
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Their son, John W. Diehl, was a pupil in the subscription schools near his 
father's home through the period of boyhood. He was reared to  the age of 
twenty-one upon the old homestead and about that time there occurred an event 
which left an indelible impress upon his mind-the battle of Gettysburg. The 
recollections of the battle remained undimmed in his memory to the time of his 
demise. The conflict waged back and forth over the field, a t  times the Union 
troops advancing and again the Confederate troops, until at length the former 
succeeded in holding Little Round Top and the surrounding district and the 
victory was won. At the time of the battle there came an order from the gov- 
ernment that the settlers should remove all their stock and effects across the 
Susquehanna or the government would not be amenable for any losses. The 
Diehls followed this order and after the engagement John J - .  Diehl and his 
brother returned to the home farm, the father having died in the meantime. 

John W. Diehl continued to engage in general farming in Pennsylvania un- 
til 1869, when he went to Iowa, there spending a portion of the summer. He 
afterward located in Indiana, where he carried on general agricultural pursuits 
for a year. With the establishment of Hoopeston he removed to the little town 
in 1872 and became a member of the grocery firm of Miller Brothers Company, 
to which he devoted his attention for two years. He then sold his interest in 
that store and for a time engaged in teaming, while later he conducted a livery 
business for six years. On the expiration of that period he traded his livery 
stock for a part of his farm of seventy-eight acres, of which thirty acres 
more within the city limits of Hoopeston. At a later date fifteen acres of 
this tract was platted and subdivided and now constitutes a part of Diehl's sub- 
division. In 1881 he turned his attention to farming and fruit-raising, having 
a large vineyard and cultivating various kinds of fruit in addition to grapes. 
During his later years, however, he practically left his property to the care of 
his son, while he enjoyed a rest that was the fitting crown of his former years 
of labor. , 

On the 14th of December, 1876, in Hoopeston, Air. Diehl was united in 
marriage to Mary Robinson-Hastings, a daughter of James A. and Susan Robin- 
son, nee McCurdy. Her father was a farmer in Ohio until he came to Ver- 
milion county in 1859, casting in his lot with the early settlers of this portion 
of the state. Here he also gave his attention to the tilling of the soil and his 
labors brought him substantial returns. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Robinson were 
born three sons and three daughters, Robert, William, Edward, Sallie, Jane and 
Mary. Of these Sallie is now the widow of S. Thurman, and Jane is the wife 
of Ed Cory, of Hoopeston. Mr. and Mrs. Diehl became the parents of two 
children but lost one son, George, at the age of seven years. The surviving son, 
Charles, a prominent and well known farmer of Vermilion county, married 
Miss Emma Rice, of Hoopeston, and has one child, Gladys M. 

PoIiticalIy Mr. Diehl was a republican and while never a politician in the 
usually accepted sense, he served for two years as street commissioner. His 
was a will spent life, and he became prominent and well known in this county, 
where his many substantial qualities won him high and lasting regard. He 
died January 31, ~gog, after living for forty years in this part of the state 
He witnessed many changes during that period and through his business act- 
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ivities bore his full share in the work of general progress and improvement. He 
did not seek to figure prominently in public life but performed his daily duties 
faithfully and efficiently, was considerate of the rights of others and never neg- 
lected his obligations to his fellowmen or to the community in which he lived. 

JAMES GIBBONS. 

The world instinctively bows to the self-made man-the man who has won, 
notwithstanding lack of early school training, who in many instances did not 
even possess the advantages of a parental home and yet by a steady persistence 
that no difficulty could discourage forged ahead and at last gained financial in- 
dependence. Sometimes it is a long road and often the weary traveler drops 
by the wayside, but it was not so with James Gibbons, whose name introduces 
this review. H e  comes of Celtic ancestry and however dark the day he never 
forgot that the sun is always shining somewhere and he now bears one of the 
honored names of Vermilion county. 

He was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, January I, 1852, and is a 
son of John and Margaret (Lynch) Gibbons. The parents were both natives 
of the Emerald isle and died in the state of Pennsylvania. The subject of this 
review was their only son and, the father having departed this life before the 
son was born and the mother marrying the second time, at eight years of age 
he was bound out to a stranger under whose charge he continued for eight years. 
At sixteen, having had advantage of education at the common schools and hav- 
ing developed a strong constitution and become thoroughly familiar with hard 
labor, he began for himself and worked by the month for three years. He had 
now arrived at the age of nineteen, and, being ambitious to advance in life, he 
came west and located in La Salle county, Illinois, working as a farm hand for 
five years. By diligence and a great deal of self-denial he acquired a small 
capital and for twelve years operated a farm upon a rental basis, at the end of 
which time he came to Vermilion county and in 1888 he purchased one hundred 
and sixty acres of land on section 8, Grant township, where he made many 
improvements and acquired a first class reputation among his farming breth- 
ren. As years passed he increased his property until at the present time his 
farm embraces three hundred acres, all of which is under a high state of culti- 
vation. As a breeder of heavy draft horses he has attained an enviable repu- 
tation and horses bred under his supervision are quickly disposed of at the 
highest price that the market affords. 

In 1879 Mr. Gibbons was united in marriage to Miss Anna Frances Clem- 
ents, a native of Christian county, Illinois, and a daughter of Hugh and Sarah 
(Bowlby) Clements. Mr. Clernents was born in Kentucky and his wife in 
Ohio. The family moved to La Salle county at an early date but the father is 
now living in Vermilion county, his beloved companion having been called away 
in July, 1895. Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Clements, seven of 
whom are now living. Two children have blessed the household of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gibbons : Essie N., the wife of Charles Wood, of Grant township ; and 
Earl E., at home. 
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Mrs. Gibbons is an active member of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
in her home is an exemplification of those teachings which are synonymous with 
peace and harmony. Mr. Gibbons appreciates the advantages of education and 
as member of the school board has been instrumental in promoting the educa- 
tional interests o f - the  district by securing the best teachers available for the 
school. Politically he is allied with the democracy, of which he is an earnest 
advocate, believing that the principles of the democratic party best subserve the 
welfare of the nation. As a patriotic citizen he keeps well informed on national 
and local affair3 and his constant aim while advancing his own interest is also 
to promote to the extent of his ability the general welfare of the community. 

- 
WILLIAM J. ALEXANDER. 

William J. Alexander, whose operations in reaI estate have been most ad- 
vantageous, constituting the source of his splendid success, belongs to that class 
of men to whom difficulties and obstacles serve but as an impetus to renewed 
and persistent effort. His sterling qualities of perseverance, determination and 
energy have formed the foundation upon which he has built his prosperity and 
the methods he has pursued in business have gained for him the honor and 
respect of his fellowmen. He was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, on the 11th 
of February, 1833, and is a son of James and Letitia (Marshal) Alexander, 
both of whom died on the Emerald isle-their native land. 

The youthful days of their son William were there passed and in the com- 
mon schools he acquired a limited education. Reading, observation and ex- 
perience have since greatly broadened his knowledge, making him a well in- 
formed man. About the time he attained his majority the call of the new world 
seemd to him irresistible and in 1854 or 1855 he crossed the Atlantic to the 
United States. From the eastern coast he gradually made his way westward 
to Peoria county, Illinois, where he remained for about six months, at the end 
of which time he went to Jacksonville, Illinois, where he had an uncle living. 
Entering the employ of this uncle, Mr. Alexander worked for him for several 
years, acquainti'ng himself with the essential features of success in the work 
of farming and raiding cattle. Ambitious to engage in business on his own ac- 
count, he wisely saved his earnings until his industry and careful expenditure 
had brought him sufficient capital to enable him to purchase one hundred and 
sixty acres of land in Mason county, this investment being made about 1865 
or 1866. A few years later he bought three hundred and twenty acres of land 
in Logan county, west of Lincoln, and from time to time he further added to 
his holdings. While living in Mason county he and his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Cathcart, secured a large tract of land on a five yearsy lease, made many ex- 
cellent improvements thereon and developed and farmed the place. They also 
released portions of the tract to others and thus prospered. 

In  1872 William J. Alexander purchased a section and a half of land on 
the Broadland tract in Champaign county, removing to that place in 1873. He 
there resided until 1905, during which period he purchased four hundred and 
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eighty acres additional. All of this property he still owns with the exception 
of one hundred and sixty acres, so that his holdings in Illinois land comprise 
more than twelve hundred acres. In  1896 he went to Iowa and purchased over 
a section of land in Page and Fremont counties, all of which he has since sold. 
About 1902 he went to the Alberta country of Canada where he purchased 
eighteen sections of land, all of which he has since disposed of to advantage. 
For years he has engaged extensively in feeding cattle and this branch of his 
business is likewise proving profitable. In addition to his other interests he 
owns over two sections of land in Marion county, Ohio, and his farm prop- 
erty now aggregates about twenty-four hundred acres in Illinois, Iowa and 
Ohio. He has been very successful as a cattle feeder and land speculator, his 
judgment in business matters being at all times sound and reliable and his dis- 
crimination keen. 

I n  1905 Mr. Alexander was married to Miss Hattie Kyle of Ontario, Canada, 
and they have an extensive circle of warm friends in Siddl and throughout 
Vermilion county. His political allegiance is given to the republican party and 
his religious faith is manifest in his membership in the Christian church. His 
life has been one of continuous activity in which has *been accorded due recog- 
nition of labor and today he in numbered among the substantial citizens of this 
county. His interests are thoroughly identified with those of this section 05 
the state and at  all times he is ready to lend his aid and cooperation to any 
movement calculated to benefit this section or advance its wonderful develop- 
ment. 

THOMAS JOHNSON. 

Thomas Johnson, deceased, was born in Ohio, on the 15th of April, 1811, 
and in early life removed to Warren county, Indiana, where he grew to man- 
hood and was married on the 9th of April, 1835, to Miss Deborah King. They 
located upon a farm in that county, where he continued to engage in agricul- 
tural pursuits throughout the remainder of his life, meeting with marked suc- 
cess in his undertakings. He became the owner of large tracts of land and at 
his death, which occurred in 1853, he was the wealthiest man in Warren county, 
Indiana, owning more than two thousand acres of iand in that state and nearly 
as much in Illinois. He dealt extensively in cattle and was said to be the best 
judge of stock in Indiana. Noted for his charity, the poor and needy always 
found in him a friend and he helped many in gaining a start in life. 

Mrs. Johnson was born October 13, 1815, and could well remember when 
as a child of three years she rode behind her father on horseback all through 
this section of the country when he came here from Kentucky on a prospect- 
ing tour. After the death of her husband she came to Danville, which city 
continued to be her home until she, too, passed away on the 23d of September, 
I ~ I .  In the '80s she was again married, her second union being with William 
Bandy, who was one of the active business men of this city, his attention being 
devoted principally to real estate and the loaning of her money to  advantage. 
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He was a man of good business ability and sound judgment and met with ex- 
cellent success in his ventures here. His death occurred February 10, 1894. An 
earnest and consistent Christian woman, Mrs. Bandy took a very active part 
in church work and gave most of her money toward the erection of two churches 
in Danville and to keeping them out of debt. She was always very charitable 
and liberal and was widely known for her many acts of kindness and deeds of 
mercy. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were as follows: Susanna, who 
married Archibald Johnson and became the mother of two children, Edwill J. 
and Joanna Cowan; Elizabeth, whe wedded Louis B. Stafford, now deceased; 
Mary Esther, who became the wife of George W. Scovey, but both are now de- 
ceased, although their son, J. K. Scovey, is still living; James King Johnson, 
who died at  the age of twenty years; and Amanda B., the widow of John 
Strain, whose sketch appears below. 

'JOHN STRAIN. 

John Strain, deceased, was a native of klarshfield, Warren county, Indiana, 
born April 10, 1827, and throughout his active business life engaged in the cat- 
tle business, buying and selling on quite an extensive scale. He  prospered in 
his undertakings and became one of the well-to-do and influential citizens of 
his community, but prior to his death laid aside all business cares and was 
living retired when he passed away on the 16th of August, 1907. Politically 
he affiliated with the republican party and as a public-spirited citizen took a 
commendable interest in public affairs. In religious faith he was a Presbyterian 
and his life was such as to gain for him the friendship and high regard of all 
with whom he had any dealings. 

In 1865 Mr. Strain was united in marriage to Miss Amanda B. Johnson, 
and they became the parents of two children, namely: Carrie Bell, who was 
born April 13, 1866, and is now deceased ; and John C., who was born October 
16, 1869, and died leaving a widow and one child, Ruth Strain. Before the 
death of her mother Mrs. Strain came to Danville and here she has made her 
home since. Like her parents she, too, was very actifte in charitable work and 
is a lovable Christian woman, whose friendship is cherished by a large circle of 
acquaintances. 

HENRY BOYD. 

Henry Boyd, one of the progressive and successful agricuIturists of Sidell 
township, has here operated a farm of two hundred and forty acres for the 
past seventeen years. His birth occurred in Mount Hope, Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, on the 17th of November,- 1852, his parents being William and 
Susan (Brownsberger) Boyd, who were likewise natives of the Keystone state. 
John Boyd, the paternal grandfather, was born in County Antrim, Ireland, and 
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emigrated to the United States in 1809, landing in New York on the 10th of 
May of that year. The remainder of his life was spent in Lancaster and York 
counties, Pennsylvania. William Boyd, the father of our subject, was for many 
years employed as manager by two men operating a large farm and a char- 
coal furnace. Both he and his wife passed away in Lebanon county, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Henry Boyd was reared under the parental roof, spending his youthful years 
in Lancaster and Lebanon counties. In 1874 he came west to  Illinois, taking 
up his abode near Paris in Edgar county, where he lived for nineteen years. He 
worked as a farm hand during the first two years of his residence in this state 
and then started out as an agriculturist on his own account by renting a tract 
of land. In 1893 he came to Vermilion county and rented one of the Cathcart 
farms-a tract of land comprising two hundred and forty acres, which he has 
operated continuously for the past seventeen years. His careful supervision 
is manifest in the neat appearance of the place, and the well tilled fields an- 
nually yield bounteous harvests in return for the care and labor which he be- 
stows upon them. 

On the 29th of August, 1875, Mr. Boyd was united in marriage to Miss 
Susan C. Jordan, of Edgar county, Illinois, by whom he had two childreii, 
namely: Ellen, who is deceased; and Emma Ethel, the wife of L. L. Cundiff, of 
Vermilion county. 

In politics Mr. Boyd is a republican and for several years he served as a 
school director. Fraternally he is identified with Side11 Camp, No. 408, M. W. 
A. His good qualities, and they are many, have strongly endeared him to those 
with whom he has been associated and wherever he is known he is popular 
with a large circle of friends. 

JOSIAH JONES. 

Josiah Jones, who has been a resident of Vermilion county for a third of 
a century, has devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits through- 
out his entire business career and is the owner of an excellent farm of one hun- 
dred and fifty-seven acres in Grant township. His birth occurred in West Vir- 
ginia on the 28th of December, 1841, his parents being Isaac H. and Sarah 
(Brown) Jones, who were likewise natives of that state. The father's demise 
occurred in New York, while the mother passed away in Virginia. Unto them 
were born ten children, five of whom yet survive, namely: Mary J., the wife of 
Charles Johnston, of Seneca county, New York; Hannah, who resides in Berke- 
ley, California; Cynthia A., living in Pennsylvania; Josiah, of this review; 
and Alford, who makes his home in West Virginia. 

Josiah Jones attended the common schools in the acquirement of an educa- 
tion and subsequently followed the profession of teaching for one year. He 
remained under the parental roof until twenty years of age and then began 
working as a farm hand. Coming to Illinois, he lived in Peoria county for two 
years, on the expiration of which period he purchased a farm in McLean county, 
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there continuing to reside for five years. At the end of that time he disposed 
of the property and returned to Peoria county, where he was actively engaged 
in the operation of a rented farm for several years. In 1877 he came to Ver- 
milion county and purchased the farm whereon he has resided continuously 
since. The property comprises one hundred and fifty-seven acres in Grant 
towcship and as the years have gone by he has placed many substantial improve- 
ments thereon. In connection with the tilling of the soil he made a specialty 
of raising hogs, 'both branches of his business returning to him a gratifying 
annual income. 

In March 1872, Mr. Jones was united in marriage to Miss Sarah J. Yates, 
who was born in Ohio county, West Virginia, in 1844, her parents being Adam 
and Sarah W. (Miller) Yates, natives of Virginia. They removed to Peoria 
county, Illinois, in 1849 and there spent the remainder of their lives. Their 
children were thirteen in number and five are still living. Mrs. Jones was en- 
gaged in teaching school prior to her marriage. She is now the mother of four 
children, as follows: Adam L., a professor in Columbia University of New 
York city; Sarah G., who completed her education at Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
and is now a teacher of English in the State Normal School of Wisconsin; 
Alford, a civil engineer of Galveston, Texas; and Mabel M., who completed 
her studies at Beloit, Wisconsin, and now teaches in the Sullivan high school 
of Indiana. 

In politics Mr. Jones is a democrat, supporting the men and measures of 
that party by his ballot. He has served on the school board for twenty-one 
years and now acts in the capacity of school trustee. Both he and his wife be- 
long to the Presbyterian church and their lives are in consistent harmony with 
its teachings. His business interests have been carefully conducted, his duties 
of citizenship capably performed and at all times he has been true to the ob- 
ligations and responsibilities that have devolved upon him in every relation of 
life, making him one of the worthy and much respected residents of his com- 
munity. 

S. F. SCHECTER. 

S. F. Schecter, for seven years a practitioner at the bar of Danville, has in 
his professional career set at naught the old adage that a prophet is never with- 
out honor save in his own country for he is a native of the county in which he 
has already established himself in an enviable position as a rising young lawyer 
to  whom the future holds out bright promises of success. H e  was born on the 
gd of May, 1868, a son of Joshua and Mary J. (Swank) Schecter, the former a 
native of Ohio and the latter of Vermilion county. About 1856 Joshua Schecter 
came to this county and settled in what was then Carroll township, following the 
occupation of farming and thus promoting the agricultural development of the 
community. Here he wedded Miss Swank, a granddaughter of Richard Swank, 
Sr., who came to this county in pioneer Times, entering land from the govern- 
ment on section 2, Elwood township. This was in 1824--eight years before the 
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Black Hawk war occured. Few settlements had at the time been made in the 
northern part of the state and there was little indication that Illinois would b e  
come the great and mighty commonwealth of the present. The father, David 
Swank, also followed farming in the same township until 1878, when he removed 
to Missouri, where his remaining days were passed. 

I t  will thus be seen that S. F. Schecter in both the paternal and maternal line 
is a representative of pioneer families of this county his forebears taking an ac- 
tive and helpful part in the development and progress of this portion of the 
state. The public schools of the county afforded him his early educational privi- 
leges and after determining upon the practice of law as his life work he began 
studying in the office and under the direction of the firm of Mabin & Clark. His 
mastery of the principles of jurisprudence enabled him to successfully pass the 
required examination for admission to the bar in December, 1903, after which 
he was with G. G. Mabin until October, 1904, since which time he has main- 
tained an office independently in the Daniel building. His course has been 
marked by steady progress and a large and distinctively representative clientage 
is now his, connecting him with much important litigation heard in the courts. 
In his presentation of a cause before judge or jury, he is clear and felicitous 
in expression, strong in argument and logical in his deductions, and he has thus 
won many verdicts favorable to his clients. 

In  September, 1892, Mr. Schecter was united in.marriage, in Bloomingdale, 
Indiana, to Miss Ellen Mendenhall, whose father, Ira Mendenhall, leaving 
North Carolina in the slavery days, removed to Indiana, where he married 
Eunice Newlon. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Schecter have been born two children, 
Ralph W. and Ruth. 

Mr. Schecter is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and other fraternal and social or- 
ganizations which find in him an exemplary representative, ever loyal to their 
basic principles. His political allegiance is given to the republican party and 
while he has never been an office seeker he is deeply interested in the party prin- 
ciples and is ever ready to support his position by intelligent but unaggressive 
argument. 

WILLIAM G. HALBERT. 

K life of unremitting toil for m y  years has a t  last brought William G. Hal- 
bert to a position where he can enjoy a well earned and well merited rest and 
the comforts that go to make life worth the living. He was born April 30, 1851, 
in Kilbirney, Scotland, and as the years passed his well directed labors secured 
his advancement until he became a successful mine owner and operator. His 
parents were John and Jeanette (Greenless) Halbert, the former a son of Will- 
iam and Mary (Gardner) Halbert, while the latter was a daughter of Joseph 
and Alice (McIntyre) Greenless. William Halbert m s  a cotton spinner and 
also gained considerable reputation as an actor. He and his wife never left 
their native land. Their son, John Halbert, also became a cotton spinner and 
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later foreman of the mills. He always worked at that business and was thus 
actively engaged up to the time of his death, which occurred when he had 
reached the age of seventy-four years. In his family were seven children, of 
whom one daughter is now deceased. Two of the sons and three of the daugh- 
ters are residents of America. 

William G. Halbert, the eldest child of the family, acquired his early educa- 
tion in Scotland and afterward attended the public schools of Athens county, 
Ohio. He came as a young man to the new world and has never had occasion 
to regret his determination to seek his fortune on this side of the Atlantic, for 
here he found the opportunities which he sought and through their utilization 
has made steady progress. He was first ernplcyed in the cotton mills and also 
worked in the blast furnaces. For three years he followed the sea on a steam- 
ship, after which he located in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and for one year was 
employed at Irwin, that state. He afterward went to Hubbard, Ohio, and sub- 
sequently to Nelsonville, Ohio, where he continued for twenty-four years in 
connection with the development of mining interests in that state. From a 
humble position he gradually worked his way upward to one of prominence and 
for some time served as mine superintendent. Recognizing the excellent field 
offered in that business, he began developing coal mines on his own account, 
the most important property being "Lost Run" mine, of which he was part 
owner and general manager. He afterward went to Colorado to install mining 
machinery at Chandler creek near Canon City. He then returned and took 
charge of an electric plant at Nelsonville, Ohio. There he remained until 1895, 
when he came to Vermilion county, Illinois, to develop the mining property of 
the Westville Coal Company, of which he was general superintendent up to the 
time he went with the Deering Coal Company as district manager in IPS. At 
that time the Deering Coal Company was formed and took over the property of 
the Westville Coal Company. He was with that corporation as district manager 
until 1908 and subsequently owned a controlling interest in the Danville Col- 
liers Coal Company. In December, 1909, he sold out and is now living retired. 
In the intervening years he had come to understand fully every phase of the 
mining business, superintending the operation of the fields and the placing of 
the product upon the market, and in the management of his business affairs he 
met with excellent success. 

On Christmas day, 1872, Mr. Halbert was united in marriage to Miss Re- 
becca Bennett, a daughter of James and Priscilla (Lukins) Bennett, both of 
whom were natives of Baltimore county, Maryland, whence they removed to 
Athens county, Ohio, in 1859. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Halbert have been born six 
children. The eldest, J. A. Halbert, now superintendent of the Bunson Coal 
Company, married Miss Maud Pleischner and has five children: Robert, Will- 
iam, Morton, Dickson and Helen. Walter s., who is a mine manager at West- 
ville, Illinois, married Elizabeth hfurphy and has three children: Donald, Zilda 
and William. Frances is the wife of George Puzey, a native of Vermilion 
county and a farmer of Catlin township, by whom she has four children: Re- 
becca, Richard, Robert and Russell. Wilriam is now in school. Helen died in 
Westville at the age of twenty years, and Mary died in infancy while the family 
were residing in Nelsonville, Ohio. 
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The family are all active members of the Presbyterian church, holding firmly 
to its faith and teachings. Mr. Halbert belongs to the hlasonic fraternity, hav- 
ing taken the degrees of the lodge, chapter and commandery, while with the 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of Medina Temple of Chicago he crossed the sands 
of the desert. His political allegiance is given to the republican party and he 
served as p o b a s t e r  at  Bretland, Ohio, under Grover Cleveland. As the years 
have gone by he has made steady progress along business lines, and his enter- 
prise and energy are salient features in his success. He  has never faltered in the 
pursuit of a persistent purpose and has, therefore, gained a most satisfactory re- 
ward, permitting now of honorable retirement from labor and the enjoyment 
of those comforts which make life worth the living. 

HARLAND E. VINES. 

The field of business is a limitless one; its prizes are many and are accorded 
in recognition of unfaltering perseverance and intelligently directed effort. De- 
voting his life to industrial interests, Harland E. Vines by close application and 
unfaltering energy has reached a prominent position in business circles as one 
of the proprietors of the Hoopeston Planing Mills. He was born in Benton 
county, Indiana, June 11, 1871, a son of Jacob and Calista (Johnson) Vines. 
both of whom were of English descent. The father was born in Devonshire, 
England, and came to the United States in the early ' b s ,  first settling in Illinois, 
while later he removed to Indiana. He was married in Canada to Miss Calista 
Johnson, a native of that country, who died in March, 1881. The father, how- 
ever, is still living, his home being now in Benton county, Indiana. 

In  his youthful days Harland E. Vines attended the public schools of Tal- 
bot, Indiana, pursuing his studies to the age of nineteen years. He afterward 
worked upon his father's farm until he reached the age of twenty-two years, 
when he decided to abandon agricultural pursuits and learn a trade. In 1892, 
therefore, he came to Hoopeston and with his present partner, W. J. Kellogg, 
learned the carpenter's trade and worked with him as a journeyman and also 
as a contractor for seven years, during which period they were closely con- 
nected with the building operations of the city, being accorded an extensive 
patronage that brought to them substantial success. Later they purchased the 
Hoopeston Planing Mills, which they are now conducting. They are carryfng 
on a large business in this connection and the enterprise is one of the leading 
productive industries of the city. They carefully safeguard its interests by wise 
management and a watchful indication of the trade conditions and their suc- 
cess has resulted also from close application and honorable dealing. 

On the 27th of September, 1899, in Hoopeston, Mr. Vines was married to 
Miss Gertrude F, Faurote, a native of Fayette county, Indiana, and a sister of 
Mrs. Kellogg, the wife of his partner. Mr. and Mrs. Vines have become the 
parents of three sons: Harold L., born in Hoopeston, January 19, 1902; Lester 
I?., May 26, 1905 ; and Everette Keith, November 19, 1907. All three were born 
in Hoopeston. 
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The parents are devoted members of the Christian church, of which Mr. 
Vines is a trustee. H e  is also .a member of the Commercial Club of Hoopeston 
and the Modem Woodmen camp, while his political endorsement is given to the 
republican party. Mr. Vines is yet comparatively a young man. In  his life he 
has made wise use of his time, talents and opportunities and realizing that suc- 
cess is not a matter of genius, as held by some, but is the outcome of clear judg- 
ment, experience and industry, he has so labored that his success has been the 
logical sequence of his efforts. Moreover, his actions have conformed to a high 
standard of commercial ethics and he therefore enjoys the good will and respect 
of his contemporaries and his colleagues. 

JOHN WILSON. 

John Wilson, a representative and successful agriculturist of Sidell township, 
was born in Dearborn county, Indiana, on the 1st of November, 1844, his par- 
ents being Valentine and Mary Ann (Roland) Wilson, who were natives of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey respectively. In early life they accompanied their 
respective parents to Dearborn county, Indiana, where they were married and 
continued to reside until called to their final rest, making their home on a farm. 
Valentine Wilson gave his political allegiance to the republican party and held 
the various township offices. He  died in March, 1898, passing away in the faith 
of the old school Presbyterian church, to which his wife also belonged. The lat- 
ter's demise occurred in 1863. 

John Wilson spent his youthful years under the parental roof, attendkg the 
common schools in the acquirement of an education. On the 5th of September, 
1861, when not yet seventeen years of age, he enlisted for service in the Union 
army as a member of Company F, Thirty-seventh Indiana Infantry, remaining 
with that command until honorably discharged at Jonesboro, Alabama, on the 
27th of October, 1864. H e  was never wounded but had several narrow escapes, 
his cap being shot off on one occasion, while at another time a bullet pierced 
the sleeve of his coat, passing between his arm and body. He participated in the 
battle of Bowling Green, Kentucky, served through the siege of Nashville and 
the Atlanta campaign and took part in the engagements at Stone River, Chicka- 
mauga, Missionary Ridge and Peach Tree Creek, Georgia. 

After leaving the army Mr. Wilson came to Illinois, spending a little more than 
a year in Homer, Champaign county. Subsequently he resided in St. Louis for 
a couple of years and during the following eight or  nine years drifted about the 
country. In  1873 he came to Vermilion county. Illinois, locating in Fairmount. 
Three years later, in 1876, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth A. Gray, 
of Sidell township, this county. Following that important event in his life he 
settled in Sidell township, which has remained his place of residence continuously 
since. For five or six years he operated the farm belonging to his father-in-law, 
William Gray, and in 1882 he improved and located on his present place, which 
was a part of the old Gray homestead and which he purchased, with his wife's 
interest included, when the estate was settled in 1908. His home farm embraces 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



490 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

ninety acres. For several years he operated the entire Gray homestead of two 
hundred and forty acres in addition to other land, but since his sons have left the 
parental roof he has confined his attention exclusively to the management of his 
home farm. His agricultural interests have been so wisely and carefully con- 
ducted that he has won substantial success and has long been numbered among 
the prosperous and esteemed citizens of the community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have two sons, namely: Otto, who is a resident of 
Danville, Illinois; and Charles, living in Allerton, this country. In his political 
views Mr. Wilson is a stanch republican but he has never been active as an office 
seeker. He stiIl maintains pleasant relations with his old army comrades through 
his membership in TristIee Post, No. 777, G. A. R., at Sidell. Both he and his 
wife are widely and favorably known throughout the county, having gained many 
friends during the long period of their residence here. 

WILLIAM P. CANNON. 

Various corporate interests profited by the business discernment and keen 
enterprise of William P. Cannon, who for many years figured prominently in 
the commercial circles of Danville. A native of Indiana, he was born in Morgan 
county on the 18th of September, 1841, and was a son of Dr. Horace F. Cannon, 
who was born and reared in North Carolina and removed to the Hoosier state 
in 1840. He was a physician by profession and was drowned in Sugar Creek 
while on his way to visit a patient. In the state of his nativity William P. Can- 
non passed the days of his boyhood and youth and received a good practical edu- 
cation in Earlham College of Indiana. He commenced the study of law with 
his brother, the Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, and in 1862 was admitted to the bar. 
Forming a partnership with his brother, he then commenced practice at Tus- 
cola, Illinois, but in 1865 turned his attention to the banking business, becom- 
ing a member of the firm of Wyeth, Cannon & Company, which conducted a 
private bank, he being the active manager until 1870. During that year he 
assisted in organizing the First National Bank of Tuscola and was made its 
president, retaining that office until 1873, when he became a resident of Dan- 
ville and organized the Vermilion County Bank, of which he was elected presi- 
dent. The name of this bank was subsequently changed to the Second Na- 
tional Bank in 1881 and throughout the remainder of his life he was identi- 
fied with its operations. 

In 1864 Mr. Cannon was united in marriage to Miss Anna M. Wamsley, of 
Indiana, a daughter of William Wamsley, and they became the parents of three 
children, namely: Orville W., who is mentioned below; Joseph G., Jr.; and 
Mrs. Gratz Helm. The wife and mother passed away in May, 1898, and Mr. 
Cannon was called to his final rest on the 3d of May, 1902. 

No man in the community took a greater pride in the development and up- 
building of this city or  was more actively identified with its welfare. He erected 
what became known as Cannon's Row on Walnut street shortly after coming 
to Danville and laid out several additions to the city. In this wzy he did much 
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for its improvement and upbuilding. In connection with others he started the 
first street car lines here and as they did not pay and ran behind he bought up 
the shares of the dissatisfied stockholders who wanted to dispose of their hold- 
ings, for he had faith in the enterprise and knew that some day it would prove 
a profitable venture. In his efforts to carry on the business he was supported 
by A. C. Daniel and F. W. Penwell and their faith was subsequently rewarded, 
for they at length sold to the present company at  a fine profit. In all that he 
did Mr. Cannon was actuated by a desire to assist in the material progress of 
his adopted city and in his death Danville realized that it had lost a valued and 
honored citizen. In his political views he was a republican, but never took a 
very active part in politics aside from casting his vote. 

Orville LV. Cannon, the elder son of our subject, was for many years in- 
terested with his father in the banking business, being for twenty years con- 
nected with the Second National Bank, but he retired some time ago and has 
since given his attention to some extent to the automobile business. He  is an 
ardent republican in politics and is actively interested in public affairs, being, 
Iike his father, a public-spirited citizen, who takes a commendable interest in 
the welfare of the city. He  was married in Rossville, Illinois, to Miss Elizabeth 
Tomlinson, and they have one child, William B. 

WILLIAM B. McFARLAND. 

William B. McFarland, a respected resident and representative agriculturist 
of Grant township, makes his home on section 5 ,  where he owns a fine farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres, while his property holdings likewise include a 
tract of one hundred and twenty acres on sections 29 and 32. In addition to 
the conduct of his farming interests he acts as secretary of the Grant township 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company and as vice president of the Pana District 
Cyclone Mutual Insurance Company. 

His birth occurred in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, on the 12th of April, 
1860, his parents being James and Sarah (McCartney) McFarland, who were 
likewise natives of the Keystone state. In the year 1865 they took up their 
abode in Marshall county, Illinois, there continuing to  reside until 1882. In 
that year they came to Vermilion county, purchasing and locating on the farm 
which is now the home of our subject. James McFarland remained an esteemed 
citizen here until called to his final rest in 1898, having for a number of years 
survived his wife, who passed away in 1883. Their children were eight in 
number, as follows: John and Sarah, both of whom are deceased; two who 
died in infancy; Flora, who is a resident of Hoopeston, Illinois; Elizabeth, the 
wife of William Bell, of Vermilion county; Samuel, who has passed away; 
and William B., of this review. 

The last named obtained his education in the common schools and on at- 
taining his majority purchased a portion ,of the old homestead farm on section 
5, Grant township, where he has made his home continuously since. He  like- 
wise owns one hundred and twenty acres of land on section 29 and 32 and 
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as an agriculturist has won a gratifying measure of success. Since 1889 he has 
served as secretary of the Grant Township Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
the president and treasurer of the concern being Josiah Jones and D. H. Chap- 
man respectively. H e  is also the vice president of the Pana District Cyclone 
Mutual Insurance Company, of which the other officers are as follows: George 
D. Taylor, president; W. E. Killarn, treasurer; and A. T. Strange, secretary. 
The printed reports of both companies indicate their good standing and success. 

In 1885 Mr. McFarland was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary A. RfcCoy, who 
was born in West Virginia on the 7th of April 1861, her parents being Josiah 
and Sarah (Jump) McCoy, likewise natives of that state. They came to Illi- 
nois in-1867 and spent the remainder of their lives on a farm in Peoria county. 
Mrs. McFarIand was the youngest in a family of ten children, five of whom 
are yet living. By her marriage she became the mother of four children, as 
follows: Etta, a graduate of the Hoopeston high school; Ida May, who was 
born on the 15th of June, 1888, and passed away January 2, 1900; Arthur B., 
likewise a graduate of the Hoopeston high school; and James E., at home. 

In politics Mr. McFarland is a republican and for about twenty years he 
served as a schwl director. At the present time he acts as clerk of the board. 
Both he and his wife belong to the Presbyterian church and exemplify its 
teachings in their daily lives. They have the warm esteem and friendship of 
many with whom they have come in contact and the hospitality of the best 
homes of the locality is cordially extended them. 

WILLARD WALLACE ABBOTT. 

To  attain leadership in any business is not to possess qualities unusual to 
mankind but to possess them in higher degree and in a more harmonious and 
well balanced union. The elements of success are those which can be cultivated 
by any individual and which grow by use. I t  has been the exercise of activity 
that has kept Willard Wallace Abbott alert and brought him in the course of 
years to his present enviable position as superintendent of the Illinois Canning 
Company. 

He was born in Oneida county, New York, July 7, 1848, a son of Alfred 
Willard and Mary Jane (Thompson) Abbott. The father, also a native of 
Oneida county, New York, was born in 1818, became a millwright and pattern- 
maker and followed those trades throughout his entire life. He died in 1898, 
being survived for five years by his wife, who passed away in Newark, Wayne 
county, New York, in 1903. She was then about eighty years of age, her 
birth having occurred at Charleston Four Corners in Schoharie county, New 
York, in 1823. 

FI'illard W. A b b t t  pursued his education in the schools of Oneida county 
and of Camden, New York, to the age of fifteen years and then made his 
initial step in the business world, his first position being in a woolen factory 
at Camden, where he wo.rked for two seasons. At the end of that time his 
father apprenticed him to learn the machinist's trade, which he followed for 
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two years, but had to abandon it because the heavy work was undermining his 
health. He next took up what proved to be his life calling, obtaining em- 
ployment with Annaias Edgett Company, vegetable and fruit packers at Cam- 
den. There he first became acquainted with the canning business, remaining 
with that house for  about a year. He was next employed by the firm of Day 
Brothers, of Camden, New York, and after several years spent in learning the 
business in intermediate positions, he became superintendent of the canning 
company and eventually represented several New York companies in that capac- 
ity. For a number of years he was superintendent of the Ezra Edgett Com- 
pany, of Wayne county, New York, and also of the Wayne County Preserving 
Company. For three years he was superintendent of the Oneida Community 
Canning Company, of Oneida, New York, and in 1880 he organized the United 
County Canning Company, of Verona. Kew York, and was superintendent there 
for one season. In 1881 he established the business of the New Hartford Can- 
ning Company, of New Hartford, New York, and was in active connection 
therewith until the fall of 1885, when he reestablished the business of the 
Delhi Canning Company, of Delhi, Ontario. He remained in Canada for two 
years, in 1885 and 1886. 

In the spring of 1887 Mr. A b h t t  came to Hoopeston to accept the superin- 
tendency of the Illinois Canning Company. In the intervening years he has 
inaugurated many changes and improvements and has been a recognized factor 
in the company's success. He is now one of the stockholders and has shares 
in the company, of which he has been superintendent since 1887, although he 
spent several years at Vinton, Iowa, where he remodeled and rebuilt the plant 
of the Iowa Canning Company. In the spring of 1904 he returned to Hoopes- 
ton and has since bent his energies to the promotion of the business at this place. 
This is one of the most extensive industries of the kind in the country, the 
output of the Illinois Canning Company for the year 1910 in corn and beans 
alone amounting to seven million cans. Mr. Abbott is today one of the most 
widely known packers in the United States and the oldest in his line in years 
of continuous connection with the business. H e  has introduced many features 
in bringing the business up to its present high state of perfection and there is 
no phase of the undertaking with which he is not perfectly familiar, while his 
opinions are regarded everywhere as authority upon questions of vital import 
to the canning industry. 

Mr. Abbott has been married twice. In Newark, New York, on the 4th of 
March, 1873, he wedded Miss Hannah Jane Bronk, who died at New Hartford, 
New York, in 1882, leaving three children. Minnie Ella, born in Oneida county. 
New York, October 18, 1878, is the wife of Walter S. Kennedy, a resident of 
Aberdeen, Washington; Nellie May, born at East Newark, New York, August 
18, 1880, is the wife of Kenneth Yeoman, a resident of Rossville, Illinois, 
where he is employed as a freight conductor on the Chicago & Eastern Illi- 
nois Railroad; Alfred IVillard, born in New Hartford, New York, May 8, 1882, 
is a resident of Barrington, Illinois, and is employed by the Chicago, North- 
western Railroad in the accounting depaAment. He married Myrtle Comstock, 
a native of Barrington. The mother of these children died when her younger 
son was only three months old. On the 24th of March, 1883, in New Hart- 
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ford, New York, Mr. Abbott wedded Miss Jessie R. Patterson, a native of that 
place, and they have one daughter, Elizabeth Mabel, who was born at Delhi, 
Ontario, October 13, 1886, and has recently ,pduated from the Champaign 
University . 

Mr. -4bbott votes with the republican party and takes an active interest in 
local affairs although not a politician. He holds membership in the Masonic 
fraternity, being connected with Star Lodge, No. 709 A. F. & A. Itf. He also 
belongs to the Woodmen Camp, No. 257, of Hoopeston, and to the Odd Fellows 
society, in which he has filled all of the chairs. His religious faith is indicated 
in his membership in the Presbyterian church. H e  served for two years as 
one of its trustees and then after an interval was again called to that office, 
which he has filled for three years. He  is preeminently a business man, energetic, 
determined and progressive, and an alert, enterprising spirit has kept him in 
touch with all that pertains to the line of business in which he has so long en- 
gaged. The success which has come to him is well merited, being the fitting 
crown of his perseverance and his labors. 

DAVID M. BYERLY. 

David M. Byerly is one of the progressive and prosperous farmers of Cat- 
lin township, whose present success has come as the logical result of industry, 
energy and perseverance and is due entirely to his own well directed efforts. A 
native of Indiana, he was born in Putnam county on the 4th of November, 
1852, a son of K. F. and Rebecca Byerly. No event of special importance came 
to vary the routine of life for him during the period of his boyhood and youth, 
which was spent in the home of his parents. The winter months were devoted 
to acquiring an education in the common schools, while during the summer va- 
cations he assisted his father in the operation of the home farm. At first his 
tasks were light but as the years passed and he gained in strength and expe- 
rience, he assumed larger and more responsible duties, becoming familiar with 
all the various branches of agriculture. 

Mr. Byerly remained upon the homestead until twenty-seven years of age 
when, desiring to engage independently in business, he rented a farm which 
he operated for about eight years. At the expiration of that period he felt 
that the capital which he had been able to accumulate through constant exer- 
tion and strict economy was sufficient to warrant his purchasing a farm, and 
he consequently became the owner of a tract of eighty acres on section 15, Cat- 
lin township, taking up his abode thereupon. Later he added forty acres to 
his original purchase and his farm today comprises one hundred and twenty 
acres of rich and valuable land which, by wise management, has been brought 
under a high state of cultivation. Many of the improvements upon the place 
are the result of his thrift and industry, and everything about the farm indi- 
cates that he has kept in close touch with the modern spirit of progress which 
is now manifest in agricultural circles. H e  practices rotation of crops, culti- 
vates the cereals best adapted to soil and climate and uses modern machinery 
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to facilitate farm labor, and the results which he has attained have been 
most gratifying. In connection with his general farming he engages to some 
extent in the raising and feeding of stock, and this branch of his business, also 
carefully managed, is proving both successful and remunerative. 

On the 22d of February, 1880, Mr. Byerly was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth Goff, a native of Indiana and a daughter of Robert and Elizabeth 
(Gardner) Goff, of that state. Their family consisted of eleven children, of 
whom eight are still living, this number including Mrs. Byerly. Mr. and Mrs. 
Byerly have no children of their own but have adopted a boy, Theodore By- 
erly, who was born on the 22d of November, 1903, and are bestowing upon 
him all the advantages and comforts of a good home. 

They hold membership in the Christian church of Catlin, and in their daily 
lives exemplify the teachings of that denomination. They are earnest, Christian 
people, whose many excellent traits of character have won for them the high 
regard and esteem of all with whom they come in contact, and since their resi- 
dence in Catlin township have acquired a large circle of warm friends. The 
principles of the republican party have ever found in Mr. Byerly a stanch sup- 
porter, although the honors and emoluments of office have never proved an at- 
traction. He prefers rather to concentrate his energies upon the conduct of 
his personal affairs, in which he has been most successful, and much credit is 
due him for the position which he has attained among the substantial and rep- 
resentative agriculturists of Catlin township. 

WILLIAM F. BAUM. 

William F. Baum needs no introduction to the readers of this volume, for 
he has long been one of Danville's prominent citizens, having been known for 
many years as a leading druggist. Moreover, the high and upright principles 
of his life have commended him to the confidence and good will of all with 
whom he has been brought in contact. He was born on the 5th of February, 
1848, in Covington, Indiana, his parents being Abner and Louisa (Hull) Baum, 
both natives of Ohio. As the name indicates, the family is of German origin 
and the first representative in America was John Baum, the great-grandfather 
of our subject. The grandfather was Jonas Baum, who fought for American 
independence during the Revolutionary war and died at the age of seventy-five 
years. During his active business life the father followed farming, but spent his 
last days in retirement in Nebraska. At the age of six years he accompanied 
his parents on their removal from Fayette county, Ohio, to Covington, Indiana, 
where he was reared upon a farm amid pioneer surroundings. He witnessed 
the building of the cabal there and saw many other improvements made that led 
to the substantial development and progress of the city. In his family were 
the following children, namely: William F. of this review; 0. S., a minister of 
the Presbyterian church, now located in Colorado; James A., who is engaged 
in the drug business in Lee, Nebraska; Emma, the wife of Frank Scott, a 
druggist of Rising City, Nebraska, and two who are deceased. 
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William F. Baum obtained a good practical education during his boyhood 
and youth and later successfully engaged in teaching school for a time, but 
believing that he could better his financial condition by embarking in some 
other business, in 1870 he accepted a position in a drug store at Covington, In- 
diana, where for the first year he received only fifteen dollars per month. The 
following year his wages were raised to thirty dollars per month and the third 
year he received forty dollars. The firm then established a branch store at 
Marshfield, that state, and made Mr. Baum its manager. A year later he pur- 
chased the store and subsequently opened another at Gibson City, Illinois. On 
the 1st of November, 1874, he came to Danville and embarked in the drug 
business here, bringing his stock with him from Gibson City. His Marshfield 
store he had previously sold and on coming to Vermilion county he first located 
near the Aetna House in Danville where he carried on business for four years. 
He next conducted a store on the public square until l88g, when he removed 
to No. 41 North Vermilion street, opening one of the most modem and up-to- 
date establishments of the kind in this section of the west. He has now for 
forty years been identified with the drug business and is today the oldest drug- 
gist in Danville. As time has passed he has steadily prospered and is today one 
of the most successful men of the city, owning a large amount of real estate. 
In 1882 he built the Baum block at the corner of East Main and Jackson streets, 
which at that time many considered a great mistake, believing it to be a bad 
location. But Mr. Baum's judgment in this respect proved sound and it has 
developed into one of the leading business centers of the city. In 1907 he be- 
gan the erection of a magnificent building seven stories in height, which was 
completed in April, 1908. I t  is the highest building in the city and one of the 
best appointed and most handsome structures in this section of the state. Here 
he is now conducting a finely equipped drug store on the ground floor, it be- 
ing up-to-date in every respect and supplied with all modern conveniences and 
accessories. 

Mr. Baum was married on the 10th of September, 1874, to Miss Louisa A. 
Johnson, whose birth occurred in New Marshfield, Warren county, Indiana, in 
November, 1851. She completed her education in St. Mary's Seminary, Terre 
Haute, Indiana. Her parents were Henry and Amanda (Davis) Johnson, pioneer 
settlers of Warren county. After a happy married life of over thirty years 
she passed away on the 21st of March, 1905, leaving her husband and one son 
to mourn her loss. The latter is Clarence H. Baum, who was born September 
6, 1875, in Danville and after completing the high-school course here, entered 
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor in 1894, completing the course in 
pharmacy and chemistry by graduation in 1896. Two years later the degree 
of Bachelor of Science was conferred upon him and in July, 1900, he started 
on a trip around the world, visiting every country of any importance, and had many 
interesting experiences. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Baum has affiliated with the republican 
party and has taken a very active and influential part in local politics, serving as 
a member of the city council for four years, from 1904 to 1908. He attends 
the Methodist Episcopal church and is an honored member of the Masonic 
fraternity, also belonging to the Vermilion county and Illinois Pharmaceutical 
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Associations. H e  served for one year as vice president and also as treasurer 
for the same length of time for the state association and has been a delegate 
to &e National Association of Retail Druggists a number of times. As a busi- 
ness man he has always kept in touch with the trend of modern progress and 
through well defined lines of management has contributed in no small degree 
to the commercial development of the city. H e  is a man of sterling and force- 
ful personality, his mental vision is clear, and he readily recognizes the possi- 
bilities of any situation whether of a public or private character. Moreover, 
his position is never an  equivocal one, for he stands as a stalwart champion 
of whatever he believes to  be right. I n  his business career he has made steady 
progress, but is no less esteemed for the traits he displays in the relations of 
social life and of citizenship. 

ISAAC NEWTON HEATON. 

Isaac Newton Heaton, well known as a prosperous farmer of Grant town- 
ship, Vermilion county, who has been identified with the agricultural interests 
of the region since his boyhood, was horn in Coshocton county, Ohio, Septem- 
ber 6, 1851. H e  comes of Scotch-Irish ancestry and is the son of Joseph and 
Elizabeth (Deviny) Heaton. His father was born in Coshocton county in 
1823. H e  grew up as a farmer and, desiring to improve his condition, came 
to Vermilion county in 1865, bringing with him his wife and three children. 
H e  purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty-five acres, which he increased 
until he became the owner of a well improved farm provided with modern dwell- 
ings and appliances and embracing two hundred acres. He was called away 
in 1891, his death being deeply mourned by the community. He was for many 
years a useful citizen and an active worker in the Christian church. His faith- 
ful companion was a daughter of Samuel Deviny, of Pennsylvania, and she 
became the mother of three children. 

Isaac Newton Heaton was educated in the district schools, after which he 
pursued the higher branches under the favorable auspices of the Rossville high 
school. He has from 'his earliest recollection been connected with farming, 
remaining with his father until twenty-seven years of age and working in- 
dustriously on the home farm, as he has always 'believed in doing the work 
at hand cheerfully and well. After beginning operations independently he 
made rapid progress and is now the owner of sixteen hundred and seventy-five 
acres of land and is one of the substantial farmers of Vermilion county. H e  
is also a stockholder in the Hoopeston National Bank, the Farmers Grain 
Company of Heaton, and the Carlyle Canning Company, of Carlyle, Arkansas. 
By his business ability and good judgment in all undertakings, Mr. Heaton has 
gained a high standing and his advice is often sought in business affairs by 
friends and acquaintances who are desirous ,of proceeding along well approved 
lines. 

In  1900 Mr. Heaton was happily united in marriage to Miss Olive Good- 
wine, a daughter of Abner Goodwine, who for many years was one of the 
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largest landowners in Warren county, Indiana, and was known as a man of 
unusual personal worth. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Heaton: Newton Bland, Edna E, and Raymond Lester. 

Mr. Heaton is an active worker in the Christian church and has for some 
time occupied the responsible position of deacon. He  was one of the liberal 
contributors toward the new church building at Heaton and is identified with 
the republican party, although he has devoted his attention to his business in- 
terests rather than to politics. He is recognized as one of the most prominent 
men in the Antioch settlement-an honor which he has earned by many years 
of rightly directed effort. 

RALPH J. PL4RK. 

There is no limit to business opportunities and the man who will cultivate a 
spirit of determination and will employ energy and intelligence to  the work that 
falls to his lot can without fail secure advancement and ultimately win success. 
This statement finds proof in the life of Ralph J. Park, now at the head of ex- 
tensive laundry interests in this part of the st~ate, in which line he has operated 
since organizing a steam laundry at  Hoopeston in 1899. He was born in Jeffer- 
son county, Indiana, April 26, 1873, and following the removal of the family to 
Hoopeston, pursued his education in the schools of this city, completing two 
years' work in the high school. After putting aside his text-books he worked 
with his father and when he had attained his majority started out to learn the 
machinist's trade, which he followed for about twenty-seven months. The 
knowledge that he acquired in that connection has been of marked value to 
him in the conduct of later interests. 

In  August, 1899, he joined Kenneth Hooker in organizing and establishing 
a steam laundry, which, during the first three years of its existence was located 
three doors south of the postoffice. On account of a fire, however, a removal 
was made to the present location at  No. 201 North Market street. The firm 
continued business for a short time, after which Mr. Park purchased his part- 
ner's interest and has since been sole owner of the only steam laundry in 
Hoopeston. He also does business at many points outside of Hoopeston, hav- 
ing no less than eight agencies established in neighboring towns and employ- 
ing on an average ten people, in the conduct of a business which has constantly 
grown in volume since its inception. The plant is equipped in the most mod- 
ern manner and the work is done thoroughly and carefully. Mr. Park has 
ever recognized the fact that satisfied customers are the best advertisement and 
moreover, his business integrity prompts him to  give a service that is adequate 
to the highest demands ,and needs of the business. 

In Hoopeston, on June 7,1goo, Mr. Park was married to Miss Georgia Hooker, 
a daughter of David M. Hooker, and a representative of one of the old and 
well known families of the county. They now have two children: Graham E., 
born in Hoopeston, September 17, 1904 ; and Helen F., born October rg, 195 .  
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The parents are members of the United Presbyterian church and are well 
known in Hoopeston, where they gained many friends. Mr. Park be- 
longs to the Modem Wovdmen camp and his political views are in accord with 
the principles of the republican party. His success is the direct outcome of ' 

earnest labor and capable management and his life work proves what an be 
accomplished by the possession and exercise of those qualities. 

J. P. TUBBS. 

J. P. Tubbs, proprietor of a meat market at Rossville, was born in Francis- 
ville, Indiana, September 22, 18j5, his parents being Daniel and Elizabeth (Van 
Gundy) Tubbs. The father died when only thirty-three years of age and was 
laid to rest in Fountain county, Indiana. His widow mamed the second time 
and died in 1868. 

Reared upon the home f a m  iii Fountain coiinky, Iiidiana, J. P. Tubbs pur- 
sued his education in the country schools and so became familiar with the 
duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. The periods of vaca- 
tion were devoted to work in the fields and he was early trained to habits of in- 
dustry, economy and integrity. He has been engaged in the meat business in 
Rossville for many pears and conducts a well appointed market, while his treat- 
ment of his patrons and his reasonable prices have secured him a good patronage. 

In 1877 Mr. Tubbs was united in marriage to Miss Florence Redden, a 
daughter of John and Cassie (Anderson) Redden, the former now living, while 
the latter is deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Tubbs have become the parents of three 
children but lost their first born, h n a .  Arthur married Miss Fannie Smith and 
has one child, Gealia, four years of age. Motive the youngest of the family, is 
at home. 

In his fraternal relations Mr. Tubbs is a Woodman and also belongs to the 
Tribe of Ben Hur. His religious faith is indicated in his membership in the 
Christian church. Both he and his wife are well known in Rossville and have 
many warm friends whose high regard they have gained by reason of their ster- 
ling worth. 

HON. E. R. E. KIMBROUGH. 

Hon. E. R. E. Kimbrough, judge of the Fifth circuit court, is one of the 
most distinguished jurists of this section of the state and is a man prominent in 
both professional and business circles. For over a third of a century he has 
been engdged in the practice of law in Danville and his practice has always 
been of an extensive and important character. He is recognized as a man of 
evenly balanced mind and of splendid -intellectual attainments, and he is 
thoroughly alive to the vital questions and interests of the day, while his sound 
judgment is manifest in his clear and logical opinions concerning points of law 
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and questions of business expediency ur matters which touch the general in- 
terests of society. 

A native of Illinois, Judge Kimbrough was born near Paris in Edgar county 
on the 28th of March, 1851, his parents being Andrew Hansford and Sarah 
(Ashmore) Kimbrough, the former a native of Hardin county, ~entucir) i  and 
the latter of Clark county, Illinois. On the paternal side he is of Scotch descent, 
though his ancestors came to this country nearly three hundred years ago and 
first settled in Virginia. Some of them participated in Bacon's Rebellion, in- 
cluding Thomas Hansford, who was executed for his participation in that 
struggle in 1676. Fisk in his book speaks of him as being the first martyr to 
American liberty. It was for this gentleman that cur subject's father was 
named. The Judge's grandfather, Goldman Kimbrough, was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary war. Richard Calvin Kimbrough was the first and only repre- 
sentative of the family to come to Illinois, he having removed to this state from 
the south on account of his opposition t o  slavery. He taught the first school in 
Edgar county, where he settled on his removal from North Carolina to this 
state in 1825. He was a soldier in the wax of 1812 and was twice wounded, 
once at Horseshoe Bend and later at New Orleans. 

Dr. Andrew H. Kimbrough, the father of our subject, was a physician by 
profession and a graduate of Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, com- 
pleting the course there about 1857. H e  accompanied his parents on their 
removal to this state and after receiving his degree began practice in Paris but 
the following year located in Georgetown, Illinois, where he remained until 
1873, which year witnessed his arrival in Danville. Here he made his home 
until his death, in 1903. H e  was prominent in his profession and was lcnown 
throughout this entire section of the state. Prior to his death he was stricken 
with paralysis while at work in his office and he was helpless during many 
of his later years. He was a powerful man physically and was in his eighty- 
second year when called to his final rest. His wife died August 4, 1904, in 
her eighty-fifth year. She became a resident of Georgetown, Vermilion county, 
in 1858, and in 1873 located in Danville, where she continued to make her 
home until her death. To the Doctor and his wife were born three children. 
namely: Laura, Dill and E. R. E. 

The Judge's mother could relate many interesting incidents of pioneer life 
in this section of the state and well remembered on her seventh birthday that 
her father attended a sale of lots in Danville, this being April 10, 1827. At 
the time the property on which the Daniel building now stands was sold for 
twenty-five dollars and the first schoolhouse in the county stood on that site. 
This building was first used as a school and afterward as a place for storing 
venison, but was set on fire and burned by some one in order to get the meat it 
contained. William H. Price, one of the pioneers of Pilot township, who died 
recently, told Judge Kimbrough that the first work he ever did was to keep 
the deer and wild turkeys out of the clearing where corn had been planted 
on the site of what is now the residences of the Judge and Captain Winter. He 
said he had a horn which he would blow to scare them away, but deer and 
wild turkeys were so numerous that they paid no attention to him and in order 
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to frighten them more he beat his horn against a tree, thus breaking it, for 
which he caught a good "tanning." 

The early education which Judge Kimbrough acquired, in the public schools, 
was supplemented by a course of study at the Illinois State Normal School at 
Normal, where he was graduated in 1873. H e  was then employed as superin- 
tendent of the Golconda school for one year, accepting that position in order to 
earn a little spending money while he was studying law. At the end of that 
time he entered the law office of Hon. Elias S. Terry of Danville and pursued 
his studies under the direction of the latter until admitted to the bar on the 
8th of January, 1876. He then opened an office in the First National Bank 
Building in this city and was engaged in practice under the firm name of Lind- 
sey & Kimbrough until December, 1882, his partner being W. D. Lindsey. After 
severing that connection he was alone in practice for some years and next formed 
a partnership with James A. Meeks in July, 1893. H e  continued a member of 
that firm until his elevation to the bench in 1903 and so capably did he fill the 
position that he was reelected in 1909, his present term expiring in June, 1915. 
At both elections he received the highest majority of any man running on 
either ticket, although the district is strongly republican, Vermilion county 
having a republican majority of about six thousand, but the judge received 
over five hundred votes more than his opponent, being high man in the dis- 
trict and third in the county. At the second election he received a majority 
of fifteen hundred and forty-seven, which was the largest received by any man, 
either in the district or county. Upon the bench he has given the utmost satis- 
faction, his rulings being fair and impartial, and his excellent knowledge of 
the law makes his decisions worthy of note, so that he has been called upon 
to try more cases than any other judge in this part of the state. 

H e  has not confined his attention wholly to his professional duties but has 
become largely interested in business enterprises of magnitude and is now 
serving as vice president of the First National Bank, as a director of the Dan- 
ville Building Association and the Home Building Association. H e  is also 
connected with the Emery Dry Goods Company and was formerly identified 
with the Electric Light & Gas Company. He is one of the owners of the Tem- 
ple building and was a member of the firm that erected the Danville building. 

On the 14th of September, 1876, Judge Kimbrough was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Julia C. Tincher, a daughter of John L. Tincher of Danville, 
who was one of the founders of the First National Bazk and a partner of J. G. 
English in the banking business. At one time he was one of the leading busi- 
ness men of this city and was also prominent in political affairs, serving as a 
member of the state senate when he died in Springfield, in 1871. The only 
child born to Judge and Mrs. Kimbrough was Robert, who died in 1886, at 
the age of nine years. 

For many years Judge Kimbrough has been recognized as one of the most 
prominent and influential citizens of Danville and he has been honored with 
several official positions, the duties of which he has most creditably discharged. 
H e  is now serving as a member of the library board and the state board of 
education, having filled the latter position since 1893. He is also president of 
the Spring Hill Cemetery Association and for nine years was a member of 
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the local board of eduation in Danville. In 1882 and again in 1884 he was 
elected to the state legislature, being a member of the thirty-third and thirty- 
fourth general assemblies, and was called upon to serve as chairman. of the 
judiciary committee while the department and practice committee was made up 
for him. In 1897 he was elected mayor of Danville on the reform ticket and 
during his administration accomplished what he said he would do, bu.t refused 
to become a candidate for reelection. He  was a delegate to the national demo- 
cratic conventions of 1888 and 1892 and to the gold democratic convention of 
1896- 

Fraternally he has attained the Knights Templar degree in the Masonic 
order and is also connected with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
His has been a conspicuously successful career. Endowed by nature with high 
intellectual qualities, to which were added the discipline and embellishment of 
culture, his is a most attractive personality. He is today undoubtedly one of 
the most prominent members of the bar in this section of the state, receiving 
from the entire legal profession that honor and respect which is accorded only 
in recognition of superior personal and professional merits. He is particularly 
alive to the interests and vital questions of the day whether of a professional, 
political or business nature, and his labors and efforts have been of a most 
practical character while at  the same time he works toward high ideals. 

SAMUEL A. RODMAN. 

Samuel A. Rodman, a prosperous and esteemed resident of Grant township, 
owns and operates a well improved farm comprising a quarter section of land. 
His birth occurred in Muskingum county, Ohio, on the 4th of November, 1842, 
his parents being Scamon and Eliza (Wolfe) Rodman, who were natives of 
Berks county, Pennsylvania, and Virginia respectively. Their marriage was 
celebratedii:: the Buckeye state. The father removed to Ohio in the year 1820 
and entered twelve hundred acres of timber land. He  erected ,a log cabin with 
clapboard roof and puncheon fioor and continued to reside on his farm there 
until 1851, when he journeyed westward to McLean county, Illinois. There 
he purchased a partly improved farm of two hundred acres, paying seventeen 
hundred and fifty dollars for the property. On that place he *and his wife 
spent the remainder of their lives. Scarnon Rodman was a republican in his 
political views and a native worker in the local ranks of the party. He was 
an admirer and friend of Abraham Lincoln. His religious faith was indicated 
by his membership in the Methodist Protestant church. Unto him and his 
wife were born ten children, nine of whom are yet living. 

Samuel A. Rodman supplemented his preliminary education by a college 
course and remained at home until he joined the Union army in 1862, becom- 
ing a member of Company D, Ninety-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, with 
which he served for three years. He  participated in the siege of Vicksburg, 
the Red River expedition ,and many other hotly contested engagements and 
also accompanied Sherman on a portion of his march to the sea. After being 
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mustered out at Galveston, Texas, he returned to his hame in McLean county, 
Illinois, remaining with his father until the time of his marriage in 1867. Sub- 
sequently he operated a rented farm for three years and then acted as a rail- 
road agent for a similar period. In  1876 he came to Vermilion county, I!!imis, 
purchasing and locating upon a farm of eighty acres in the southern part of 
Grant township, whereon he made his home for three years. On the expira- 
tion of that period he sold the property and bought the farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres which has remained his pIace of abode conpinuously since. The 
many substantial improvements which now adorn the property al! stand as 
monuments to his industry, thrift and enterprise. He likewise owns a quarter 
section of land in Jerauld county, South Dakota, which is under a high state 
of cultivation. He also owns some city property in Hoopeston and has long 
been numbered among the prosperous and representative residents of the com- 
munity. In the conduct of his agricultural interests he has met with excellent 
results by reason of his well directed energy and capable business management. 

On the 13th of October, 1867, Mr. Rodman was united in marriage to Miss 
Josephine Nelson, who was born in Richland county, Ohio, in 1848, her par- 
ents being James E. and Mary Jane (Boslaw) Nelson, natives of New York 
and Wisconsin respectively. They reared a family of ten children and passed 
away in the state of Ohio. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Rodman have been born nine 
children, namely: Hattie, who is still at home; William S., of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, who is in the mail service; Harry S., who follows farming in Minne- 
sota; Nellie, likewise at home; Oscar O., who was born on the 9th of August, 
1878, and died on the 4th of November, 1909, leaving a widow and one son, 
Donald; Frank L., living in South Dakota; Robert R., a practicing attorney 
of Hoopeston; Walter W., who is likewise yet under the parental roof; and 
one who died in infancy. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Rodman has 
loyally supported the men and measures of the republican party. H e  has held 
several township positions and has always proved a most capable and trust- 
worthy public official. The period of his residence in Vermilion county covers 
a third of a century and he has a wide and favorable acquaintance within its 
borders, enjoying the confidence and trust of all with whom business or  social 
relations have brought him in contact. 

GEORGE PARTLOW. 

On the roll of Vermilion county's honored dead is the name of George 
Partlow, who has for many years identified with the business interests of Dan- 
ville. H e  was born in this city in 1846 and was a son of John Milton Partlow. 
Reared here, he was indebted to the Danville public schools for the early edu- 
cational privileges he enjoyed and on starting out in life for himself accepted 
a clerkship in the dry-goods store of W. >I. Mann, which then stood on West 
Main street. During his connection with that establishment he gained a -wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances and became thoroughly famili,ar with busi- 
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ness methods. He next accepted a position in the store of Joseph Goldsmith 
and on leaving there became deputy circuit clerk under A. S. Hawes. He 
served in that capacity for four years, his duties being most faithfully and 
conscientiously disch.arged, acd a t  the end of that time formed a partnership 
with the late W. H.  Johns in the real-estate and insurance business. Although 
this was his first experience along this line he always had a special liking for 
such work and his wide acquaintance proved of great assistance to him when 
he embarked in this business. After Mr. Johns' death he became connected 
with Charles Hacker and together they carried on real-estate operations and 
also engaged in the insurance business up to the time that Mr. Partlow passed 
away on the 31st of July, 1905. He devoted considerable attention to the writ- 
ing of live-stock insurance and in this way became well known to the farmers 
throughout the surrounding country, and it is probable that no man in the 
community had a wider circle of friends or acquaintances than he. 

Mr. Partlow was married in Danville to Miss Irene English, a daughter of 
Hon. J. G. English, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this volume, and they 
became the parents of four children, as follows: Mrs. Benjamin Taylor, now 
a resident of Catlin, Illinois; Joseph, who makes his home in Chicago; Frank; 
and Nellie. 

During the dark days of the Civil war Mr. Partlow manifested his patriot- 
ism and loyalty by entering the service and remaining at the front for three 
years. He returned home with an enviable war record and was later a promi- 
nent member of Kenesaw Post, No. 77, G. A. R. H e  was a devoted husband 
and father and found his greatest pleasure a t  his own fireside, surrounded by 
his wife and children. His death was widely and deeply mourned, for he had 
the confidence and respect of all with whom he was brought in contact. 

JOHN SLOAN. 

The farming and stock-raising interests of Grant township find a worthy 
representative in John Sloan, who owns one hundred and sixty acres of rich 
and arable land on section 16. His birth occurred in Ireland on the 5th of 
August, 1850, his parents being Henry and Katherine Sloan, who spent their 
entire lives in that country. They had seven children, all of whom make their 
home in Ireland with the exception of our subject and his brother Michael, 
who is a resident of Ohio. 

John Sloan was afforded the advantages of a good common-school educa- 
tion and spent the first twenty-two years of his life on the Emerald isle. In  
1872 he crossed the Atlantic to the United States, first locating in C!eveland, 
Ohio, where he worked as a common laborer until 1877. In that year he came 
to Illinois, purchasing and locating on a farm of eighty acres in Iroquois county, 
where he made his home for twenty-one years. On the expiration of that 
period he disposed of the property and purchased a farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres on section 16, Grant township, Vermilion county, in the operation 
of which 'he has since been actively engaged. H e  has erected a fine residence 
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thereon and has also put up outbuildings for the shelter of grain and stock, for 
in connection with the tilling of the soil he makes a specialty of raising and 
feeding stock. Both branches of his business return to him a gratfying an- 
nual income and he has long been numbered among the successful and enter- 
prising agriculturists of the community. 

In 1878, in Hoopeston, Illinois, Mr. Sloan was united in marriage to Miss 
Rose Sloan, who, though of the same name, is not a relative. She was born 
in the north of Ireland on the 15th of February, 1853, her parents being John 
and Rose Sloan, both of whom passed away in that country. They had a family 
of eigh't children, five of whom are yet living. Unto our subject and his wife 
have been born five children, as follows: Catherine M., who is the wife of 
William Snyder and resides at Rankin, Illinois; John H., at home; Mary Ellen, 
who is a graduate of Greer College and now follou~s the profession of teaching; 
Rose Agnes, likewise a graduate of that institution, who is also engaged in 
teaching school; and Elizabeth A., who is still pursuing her studies. 

Mr. Sloan is a democrat in politics and has capably served in the positiog 
of school director. He and his family belong to the Catholic church at Hoopes- 
ton. H e  has never had occasion to regret his determination to seek a home 
in the new world, for here he found the opportunities which he sought and 
through their wise utilization has gained a comfortable competence. The 
period of his residence in this part of the state covers a third of a century 
and the sterling traits of his character are well known to his fellow townsmen, 
the great majority of whom number him as a friend. 

HANES GARLAUGH. 

Hanes Garlaugh, late of Sidell, who was called from earthly scenes March 
13, 1910, was recognized as one of the most progressive farmers of Vermilion 
county and a man whose life and services reflected in an eminent degree those 
virtues which most contribute to the growth and permanency of society. His 
career presents valuable lessons for any ambitious young man and his success 
as an agriculturist should be an incentive to others to persevere in a work that 
has large rewards for those who are capable of exercising patience, industry 
and good judgment. 

Mr. Garlaugh was born near Dayton, Ohio, February 17, 1853, a son of 
Jacob and Ann Elizabeth Garlaugh, both of whom were of Teutonic ancestry. 
Mrs. Garlaugh was the mother of thirteen children, three of whom died in in- 
fancy. The eldest son lost his life in the Civil war, in 1865, the death of our 
subject being the first that occurred among the nine remaining brothers and 
sisters during a period that extended over forty-five years. They were Lydia 
Ann, Edward E., Taylor, Mary Jane and Martha E., twins, Harriet V., Jacob 
L., Sarah B. and Hanes. 

Mr. Garlaugh was educated in the public schools and grew up at home, 
continuing under the parental roof until he was twenty-six years of age, when 
he came west to Vermilion county to assist in looking after extended landed 
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interests, his father having bought from John Sidell eleven hundred acres of 
land in this county in 1873. The subject of this review was a good farmer 
and made many valuable improvements on the tract. I n  1891 he purchased 
half of the farm, his brother Taylor acquiring the other half, and he continued 
in agricultural and stock-raising operations, until 1904, when he built a hand- 
some residence in Sidell, to which he removed and where he lived until his 
death. H e  was identified with the Masonic brotherhood and mas a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, in all his connections, both public and pri- 
vate, showing the sincerity of his professions. 

Mr. Garlaugh was thrice married. In 1883 he wedded Miss Nellie Martin, 
of Pilot township, this county, who was a daughter of Calvin J. and Elizabeth 
(Collison) Martin, both natives of Illinois and early settlers of Vermilion 
county. Later they removed to Kansas, where Mr. Martin died. Mrs. Martin 
is now living in that state and is seventy years of age. Mrs. Garlaugh was called 
away December 26, 1887, leaving two children, Mamie Elizabeth, who is living 
at  home; and Ida May, deceased. The mother was a member of the 1,Iethodist 
Episcopal church and a woman of many excellent qualities. 

In  1890 Mr. Garlaugh was married to Miss Ida Thomas, of Palermo, 
Illinois, who died six months later. In 1897 he was united in, marriage to Miss 
Alice N. Hall, of Fairmount, this county, a daughter of Jacob H. and EIlen 
(McDonald) Hall, the father being a native of Ohio and the mother of In- 
diana, where they spent a few months and then came to  Fairmount. At that 
time the town had but eleven houses and Mr. Hall later was known as its oldest 
resident. He conducted a hotel in Fairmount for nearly forty years and ac- 
quired a wide reputation among the traveling public on account of his genial 
qualities. Mrs. Hall was called away in 1903 and her husband departed this 
life three years later. They were members of the Methodist church and had 
many friends in the region where they spent a large part of their lives. Mrs. 
Garlaugh makes her home in the handsome family residence at  ide ell, where 
she has lived for the past six years and where she is highly esteemed for her 
many estimable traits of character. Mr. Garlaugh will not soon be forgotten 
in a community which learned to respect him for his energetic and progressive 
qualities, and he ranked among the prominent men in his locality. His death 
in the midst of a useful career was regarded ,as a distinct loss not only to his 
family and friends but to  the entire community. 

GEORGE N. DAVISON. 

Through the steps of orderly progression George N. Davison.has made con- 
tinuous advancement in the business world until he now occupies the honor- 
able position of cashier and manager of the State Bank of AIIerton. His his- 
tory indicates clearly what may be accomplished when determination, adapta- 
bility and unfaltering industry are the strong characteristics of the individual. 
His birth occurred in Yorkshire, England, on the 16th of May, 1858, his par- 
ents being John N. and Jane (Foster) Davison, who were born, reared and 
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married at that place. The father was there engaged in business as a lime 
burner, conducting an enterprise of that character for many years. When he 
passed away, his son, Arthur I%'., succeeded to the business and still conducts 
the same. The demise of j m n  N. Davison occurred at Yorkshire in March, 
1900, when he had attained the age of seventy-two years. His widow, whd 
still survives, yet makes her home in Yorkshire. 

George N. Davison was reared under the parental roof, attending the pub- 
lic schools in the acquirement of an education. When but fourteen years of 
age he became a butcher's apprentice, receiving as remuneration for his ser- 
vices only one pound (or five dollars) a year during the two years of his ap- 
prenticeship. Subsequently he worked as a journeyman for some seven years, 
on the expiration of which period he embarked in the butchering business on 
his own account, conducting an establishment of that character for about a year 
and a half. 

In 1881 Mr. Davison crossed the Atlantic to the United States, coming 
direct to Allerton, Vermilion county, Illinois. Here he worked as a farm hand 
for two weeks and then went to Homer, there being employed at his trade for 
a year. At the end of that time he entered the general store of S. B. Ball at 
Eomer, remaining in that gentleman's service for fourteen years. H e  first 
worked as a clerk at a wage of twenty-five dollars per month but was gradually 
promoted as his ability and fidelity became recognized, acting as confidential 
man and manager of the business at the time he left Mr. Ball's employ. Dur- 
ing the next two years he followed general agricultural pursuits, operating a 
rented farm. In 1901 he again came to Allerton, accepting a clerkship in the 
Allerton Cash Store. When the business was sold out a year later he remained 
with Mr. Allerton's successors for about three months and then once more 
took up his trade, having purchased the butchering business of the Cash Store 
at the time Mr. Allerton disposed of his interests. After conducting a butcher 
shop for one year he went to Louise, Texas, as cashier of the People's Bank 
at that place, thus gaining his first experience in the banking business. At the 
end of fifteen months the concern sold out and Mr. Davison returned to AIler- 
ton, here entering the bank of S. W. Allerton & Company in the capacity of 
bookkeeper. In 1907 he was made assistant cashier and in August, 1910, at 
the time of Mr. Burger's resignation, became cashier of the institution, hold- 
ing that position at the present time. H e  is likewise a stockholder in the State 
Bank of Allerton and a member of its board of directors. He has been active 
in his management and control of the bank and has proved a courteous, oblig- 
ing and capable official whose personal popularity constitutes one of the attri- 
butes of success for the institution. 

On the 5th of June, 1891, in St. John's church of New York city, Mr. 
Davison was united in marriage to Miss Dorothy F. Woodhouse, of London, 
England, whom he met on her arrival in this country. Following their mar- 
riage the young couple made their way direct to Homer, Illinois. 

Dr. Davison is a republican in politics and a member of the town board of 
Allerton at the present time. Fraternally he is identified with Homer Lodge, 
No. 252, A. F. & A. M., while his religious faith is indicated by his mernber- 
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ship in the Methodist Episcopal church, of which he serves as treasurer and to 
which his wife also belongs. His life presents many creditable phases, in har- 
many with his professions. Ever upright and honorable, he deserves much 
credit for what he has accomplished, having worked his way steadily upward 
by determined and straightfo~iard effort. 

C. B. FENTON. 

The name of C. B. Fenton is indelibly inscribed on the pages of Danville's 
history. His success was not that alone of material gain, for his progress was 
&ally marked along the lines of intelIectual development and of humantarian 
spirit and principle. He was interested in the: welfare of his race and was a 
deep student of those things which have miarked the progress of humanity 
through all the ages. At the same time he was a practical man of affairs, long 
associated with the business interests of Danville where his intelligently di- 
rected efforts brought him success. A native of Pennsylvania, Mr. Fenton was 
born in Wesleyville in 1841. His father, Edwin V. Fenton, was a native of 
Ohio and was a tailor by trade. In following that pursuit he provided a good 
living for his family. 

C. B. Fenton largely acquired his education in the schools of Conneaut, 
Ohio, and after completing his course was connected with business interests 
in that state for a number of years. He arrived in Danville on the 17th of 
August, 1870, removing from Paynesville, Ohio, where he had formely been con- 
nected with mercantile interests. On arriving in this city he purchased the 
store and stock of William Brown, who dealt in stoves and tinware at the 
corner of the square, and later he added a line of hardware. Mr. Fenton re- 
mained there for two years, after which he carried on his store in the Hub 
block for two years. In 1874 he removed to 17 East Main street and continued 
at the same location for thirty-six years. Since his death his daughter has 
conducted the business. At the time of his demise he was w$th one exception 
the oldest merchant continuing in the same line of business in Danville. Not 
only did he figure as one of the leading: and enterprising merchants of the city 
but was also a factor in promoting the material growth of Danville along many 
other lines. He was interested in the Opera House, was one of the active factors 
in promoting the street car system, (the electric lights and other projects which 
have been extremely valuable as features in Danville's upbuilding and commer- 
cial progress. 

Mr. Fenton was a mian of broad general information and carried his 
researches and investigation far and wide into the various specific lines of 
knowledge. Few men not in public life were more familiar with the political 
situations and questions of the day and for various magazines and the Chicago 
papers he w o t e  articles upon subjects of vital political interest. He was also 
the author of a volume on Coins and Currency. He  possessed a fine large 
library and his evening hours outside of business were largely given to com- 
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panionship with the master minds of all ages. He reads broadly, thought deeply 
and largely drew his inspiration from the authors with which he was familiar. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, in 1868, Mr. Fenton was united in marriage to Miss 
Margaret E. McKeon, and unto them were born three children, of whom 
Josephine and Grace are now living, while a daughter Willie died in 1876. 

For a long period Mr. Fenton gave his political allegiance to the republican 
party but when his views became at variance with its platform he withdrew 
from active connection therewith and voted independently, keeping, however, 
well versed upon the issues of the day. H e  served as supemisor for a number 
of years and discharged a11 public duties with a sense of conscientious obliga- 
tion. For thirty-five years he was a member of the Masonic fraternity of 
Danville, joining the organization when eighteen years of age. While he did 
not bind himself by any creed or religious dogma, he was a friend to all the 
influences which uplift and benefit mankind and gave generously to the sup- 
port of churches and Sunday schools, recognizing their potency as factors in 
the material development of the individual or  community. H e  was a man of 
kindly spirit, genial in manner, courteous in deportment and generous and 
benevolent in disposition. He took no narrow nor contracted view of life, 
his expanding mental powers reaching out to  broader views and bringing him 
into touch with the universal and the enduring work of all ages. He was loved 
by all who knew him and no higher tribute can be paid to any man. 

LAWRENCE LESTER CUNDIFF. 

Lawrence Lester Cundiff, one of the well known and highly esteemed resi- 
dents of Sidell township, devotes his attention to general agricultural pursuits, 
operating two hundred and eighty acres of the Cathcart estate. His birth oc- 
curred in Sidell township, Vermilion county, on the I ~ t h  of December, 1876, his 
parents being Isaac and Martha (Ross) Cundiff. The father is a native of 
Kentucky, while the mother was born in Sidell township, this county. Isaac 
Cundiff came to Vermilion county in early manhood, was here married and 
established his home on a farm in Sidell township. About 1883 he removed 
to Saunders county, Nebraska, there residing for twelve years. On the ex- 
piration of that period he returned to Vermilion county, locating in Sidell, 
where he has since been successfully engaged in bu~iness as a brick and stone 
mason and as a general contractor. Both he and his wife are still living, the 
latter being a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. CundifYs frater- 
nal relations are with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights 
of Pythias. He enjoys a wide acquaintance and is highly respected through- 
out the community, for his life has ever been actuated by high and honorable 
principles. 

Lawrence Lester Cundiff was reared under the parental roof, attending 
the common schools in pursuit of an education. During the periods of vaca- 
tion he worked at farm labor, thus early becoming familiar with the tasks that 
fall to the lot of the agriculturist. In 1898 he embarked upon an independent 
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career and during the past twelve years has been numbered among the success- 
ful and enterprising agriculturists of Sidell township. H e  now cultivates two 
hundred and eighty acres of the Cathcart estate with excellent results and is 
widely recognized as one of the best farmers in the community. In connection 
with the tilling of the soil he rasises shorthorn cattle and his labors along this 
line have also been rewarded with success. 

On the loth of January, 1899, Mr. Cundiff was united in marriage to Miss 
Ethel Boyd, of Sidell township, by whom he has two children, Vernon B. and 
Mildred A. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Cundiff has sup- 
ported the men and measures of the republican party. The cause of education 
has ever found in him a stanch champion and he has served on the school board, 
Fraternally he is identified with the Mystic Workers of the World. He is well 
known throughout the community and his many friends esteem him highly for 
his personal worth. 

DANIEL OAKS. 

Among the men now living in Vermilion county who fought for the Union 
in the Civil war may be named Daniel Oaks, who has resided for more than 
forty years on the farm he now owns, in Vance township. He came to Illinois 
with his parents in his boyhood and has been a witness of the great changes 
by which many obstacles have been conquered and the state has been made a. 
pleasant abiding place for several millions of prosperous and happy people. He 
was born in Seneca county, Ohio, August 27, 1842, a son of Michael Oaks, by 
his second wife, who died during the childhood of our subject, and his father 
was married a third time. On emigrating to Illinois late in the 'qos, he first 
located in Clark county near the town of Marshall, where he lived ten or twelve 
years, and then came to Vance township, Vermilion county, and bought a farm 
of forty acres. After the death of his third wife he took up his residence with 
his son and continued with him until 1881, when he was called away at the 
age of seventy-five years. . 

Daniel Oaks was reared on the home farm and educated in the public 
schools. Soon after the opening of the Civil war he offered his services to the 
government and in 1862 was enrolled in Company C, Seventy-first Illinois Regi- 
ment, in response to a call for one hundred day men. At the expiration of his 
term of enlistment he returned home and in January, 1864, enlisted in Com- 
pany F, Twenty-sixth Illinois Infantry, serving until the close of the war and 
participating in many important engagements, among which were the battles 
of Scottsboro, Snake Creek Gap, Atlanta, Bentonville, Big Shanty, Burnt Hick- 
ory, Dallas, Davis Mill, Ezra Church, Goldsboro, Kingston, Kenesaw Mountain, 
Lovejoy Station, Little Salkahatchie, Lumpkins Mill and Nickajack. H e  parti- 
cipated in Sherman's march to the sea, being a member of the Fifteenth Army 
Corps, under command of General John A. Logan. At the battle of Atlanta, 
July 28, 1864, Mr. Oaks received a flesh wound which, however, did not prove 
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serious and he soon recovered from the injury. H e  was a brave and vigilant 
soldier and was honorably discharged from the army in September, 1865, after 
having passed through many thrilling experiences which made a never-to-be- 
forgotten impression upon his life. Returning to Vermilion county and laying 
aside the uniform and accouterment of war, he resumed the occupations of 
peace and after renting a farm for two years, he purchased the h m e s t e d  
which he has since occupied and now owns a highly improved farm of one hun- 
dred and ten acres, which is provided with a comfortable residence, a commodious 
barn, good fences, and all the equipments of the up-to-date fanning establishment. 

In  1869 Mr. Oaks was united in marriage to Miss Melissa Morrison, of 
Vance township, and of this union four children were born, two of whom are 
living: Eva, the wife of Charles Hazelton, a farmer of Vance township; and 
Charles, of Homer, Illinois. Mrs. Oaks was called to her final rest about 1879 
and on July 26, 1881, Mr. Oaks was mamed to Miss Margaret Hickman, of 
Vance township. She is a daughter of Maranda and Elizabeth Hiclanan, who 
came to  Vermilion county in 1865 from Harrison county, Virginia. Our sub- 
ject and his wife have one child, William, now an empioye of the Pullman 
Company of Chicago. 

Mrs. Oaks holds membership in the Cumberland Presbyterian church and is 
one of the active supporters of that denomination. Mr. Oaks has been for 
many years a stanch advocate of the republican party but he has never aspired 
to official honors. He is a worthy member of H m e r  Post, No. 263, Grand 
Army of the Republic, and at the gatherings,of his gray-haired comrades he 
again renews the associations of long years ago whenqgreat armies met on many 
a battlefield to decide the fate of the nation. He reci&iizes that the greatest 
honor of his life was his service under the stars and stripes. Mr. Oaks is 
respected as a patriotic and self-sacrificing citizen and as an energetic and cap- 
able man of business who has always contributed to the extent of his ability to 

, the upbuilding of the region with which he has been identified during the greater 
part of his active career. 

ISAAC SANDUSKY. 

Ten years after the admission of the state into the Union Isaac Sandusky 
established his home in Vermilion county, Illinois. It is difficult for one at 
the present time to imagine the conditions of things which then existed. The 
state which today has more railroads than any other state in the Union', was 
then largely unsettled. All traveling was done by stage or private conveyance 
and comparatively few roads had been laid out. In the greater part of the 
state the timber was yet uncut and the prairies were uncultivated. In sum- 
mer they were studded with millions of wild flowers and in winter transformed 
into a dazzling and unbroken sheet of snow. Wild animals were frequently 
seen and wild game was to be had in abundance. It was into such a district 
that Isaac Sandusky made his way in 1828, taking up a claim on section 9, 
Catlin township. He had previously been a resident of Kenwciry and at the 
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outbreak of the second war with England had joined the American forces and 
had been taken prisoner at the time of Hull's surrender at Detroit. Managing 
to make his escape from his captors, he quietly started southward for Kentucky 
aad while en mute traveled through this region. He was pleased with the 
beauty and natural advantages of the country and, standing on a mound that 
is now within the limits of CatIin village, he looked abroad over the surround- 
ing districts and resolved that he would one day own a farm on that beautiful 
prairie. He  had visions of a place of eighty acres, or at least of forty, and 
he never relinquished his desire to come to this district, although a number of 
years passed before his wish met fulfillment. 

In  1&8, however, Mr. Sandusky found opportunity to carry out the de- 
cision which he had formed fourteen years before. Traveling northward to 
Vermilion county, he located first at  Brookpoint. He was a man of energy 
and thrift, made good use of all of his opportunities and was soon the owner 
of an excellent farm, It was his ambition, however, to acquire enough land to 
enable him to give homes to to of his seven chiildren. He then left his son 
James on section g, Catlin township, and went himself to the mound at Catlin. In 
connection with his sons, Harvey and Josiah he purchased nearly all of the 
land around Brookpoint. At one time it became a question as to whether he 
or Henry Jones should own the township. As he prospered in his undertaking 
he added to his property and became the owner of much valuable Iand. As 
the years passed on he took an active and helpful part in the work of general 
development, especially along agricultural lines. He cooperated in every move- 
ment for the public good and when it became necessary to fight the red men 
who were living in this section of the state, he again participated in military 
service, taking part in the Black Hawk war. 

In early manhood Mr. Sandusky was united in marriage to Miss Euphenie 
McDowell, also a native of Kentucky. His death occurred on the 6th of Au- 
gust, 1852, while his widow, surviving him for a number of years, passed away; 
on the 15th of August, 1864. They were the parents of six children but five 
are now deceased, namely : Jacob, Josiah, James, Harvey and Agnes. The only 
one now living is Mrs. Mary J. Hoyle, who in early womanhood was married 
in 1853 to Gail Guyman, a native of Vermilion county and a son of Isaac Guy- 
man, who was a pioneer settler of Catlin township. Gail Guyrnan was a farmer 
by .occupation and only lived for a short time after his marriage, leaving a 
widow and one son, who now owns the farm in CatIin township and resides 
near there. Some time after !the death of her first husband Mrs. Guyman gave 
her hand in marriage to George Hoyle, who was born in Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, and when a young man came to Vermilion county, Illinois. For 
a number of years they lived on Mrs. Hoyle's farm in Catlin township, Mr. 
Hoyle successfully conducting and improving the property. He  also bought 
and shipped considerable stock and found this a profitable source of income. 
Later, however, they rented the farm and removed to Danville, there to enjoy 
a well earned rest from the arduous duties of farm life. 

Since the death of her husband Mrs. Hoyle has continued to make her home 
in DanviIle, where she has a host of warm friends. She is numbered among 
the pioneer residents of the county and is a worthy representative of one of its 
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oldest families. The Sandusky family were all members of the Presbyterian 
church and Mr. Sandusky was a whig in his political views. He  took a very 
active part in the affairs of the county, cooperating in all the movements which 
tended to prambte its early progress. Mr. Hoyle, too, was also interested in 
the upbuilding of this section of the state and gave his cooperation and support 
to various projects whereby Vermilion county's best interests have been 
augmented. 

THOMAS M. WOOLVERTON. 

Thomas M. Woolverton, now one of the oldest dealers in farm machinery 
in the county in years of continuous connection with the business, has built 
up an excellent trade at  Hoopeston in the face of difficulties and obstacles which 
would have utterly discouraged many a man of less resolute spirit. He also 
deals in paints, harness and sundry lines and has based his success upon the 
sure and stable foundation of honorable and persevering effort. He  was born 
in Grant township, Vermilion county, September 30, 1851, and comes of a 
family of English origin, the name of Woolverton being derived from the old 
English name Wolverharnpton, which was a county in England. Representa- 
tives of the name came to America at an early day and Abel Woolverton, father 
of our subject, was born in Pennsylvania. He served as a colonel in the war 
of 1812 and on leaving Pennsylvania removed to Ohio, while about 1850 he 
became a resident of Vermilion county, Illinois, settling upon a farm, where 
he carried on general agricultural pursuits to the time of his death. His wife 
bore the maiden name of Am English and was a daughter of Joseph English, \ 

a prominent early resident of Danville. 
Thomas M. Woolverton was a pupil in the district schools of Vermilion 

county for only about a year. His educational privileges were extremely limited 
as far as school training was concerned but in the school of experience his 
lessons were broad and comprehensive and he has gained a practical knowledge 
that has made him a successful business man. He early learned the value of 
industry, perseverance and integrity and these have ever remained crowning 
points in his life. When he was but eight years of age he drove five yoke of 
oxen to a breaking plow and was employed at farm work to the age of fourteen, 
when he began herding cattle in and near Hoopeston, spending all the day in 
guarding the herd and also many nights. He remembers a time whem deer 
were frequently seen in the neighborhood, while many kinds of wild fowls 
were to be had in abundance. There were also other wild animals that were 
a menance to the farm yard and to the settler and the evidences of frontier 
life could be seen on every hand. The years of his youth passed in earnest 
and unremitting toil and at length he came to manhood and resolved to establish 
a home of his own, which he did by his marriage in 1871 to Miss EIiza J. Fort- 
ner, a daughter of Elijah Fortner, a native of Indiana. 

Following his marriage Mr. Woolverton began farming on his own account 
and followed that pursuit for about six years, when believing that commercial 
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interests would prove more profitable he removed to Hoopeston and engaged 
in the hay trade and in the butchering business. He devoted about six years 
to that work and at the end of that time began selling farm machinery. His 
start in the latter business was a very humble one, for he had a capital of less 
than a thousand dollars, for in his previous business through going security 
for others he had suffered losses to the extent of twelve thousand dollars. He 
has continued to deal in farm machinery to the present time and has extended 
the scope of his activities, handling now a brge line of implements, harness 
and kindred goods. In this connection he has built up a substantial trade that 
is accorded him in recognition of the fact that he handles a good line and that 
he is ever reasonable in prices and fair and honorable in his dealings. He has 
carried on this business with ever increasing success and he is now proprietor 
of the Hoopeston machine shops and does an extensive business in McCormick 
harvesters, the Deere plows, buggies, wagons and harness; in fact he carries 
everything needed upon a farm in connection with its cultivation. He has a 
machine shop and a general repair shop, forty by one hundred and twenty feet, 
and part of this is two stories in height. During the busy season he employs 
fifteen men in the shop and does all kinds of repair work from the repairing 
of a hammer to a threshing machine. His machine shop and implements are 
upon the west side of Bank street, the harness and buggy emporium on the 
east side, but these are near together so that he gives his personal supervision 
to all branches of his business. He engages in the manufacture as well as the 
repairing of harness and also repairs buggies. The shop on the east side of 
the street is fifty by sixty feet and he also has two stores which he rents. The 
business has constantly grown in volume and importance until it is now the 
leading industrial and commercial concern of the town and the owner has be- 
come one of the substantial residents of Hoopeston. Long since he has re- 
gained his lost possessions, pushing forward to continued success in the con- 
duct of the enterprise which has proved to him a profitable one. Moreover, 
he has proven his worth in many public connections and his fellow townsmen, 
recognizing his ability and loyalty in citizenship have frequently called him to 
public office. He  served as justice of the peace of Hoopeston for nine years 
and at the present time is supervisor, having been the incumbent in the office 
for seventeen years as the result of eight different elections. He  has certainly 
reason to feel a pride at this record as it indicates as nothing else can do the 
trust and confidence reposed in him by his fellowmen. He  was also one of 
the first aldermen of Hoopeston and in every public position has discharged 
his duties with a promptness and fidelity that have been above question. He  is 
an active worker in the ranks of the republican party, for he is a firm believer 
in the efficacy of its principles as factors in good government. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Woolverton were born four children, of whom one son, 
son, Charles, died in infancy; Nettie S., born in this county, is the wife of Ed- 
ward R. Knox, of Los Angeles, California; Mont G. Woolverton, born in this 
county, married Jossie Williams, also a native of this county, and with their three 
children, Howard, Thomas and Russell, they now reside in California; Om, the 
youngest of the family, is deceased. 
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Mrs. Woolverton is a member of the Christian church and Mr. W d v e r -  
ton belongs to the Masonic lodge, the Odd Fellows, the Modem Woodmen 
Camp and the Improved Order of Foresters, in all of which he has held dice. 
H e  is a man whom to know is to esteem and honor and his stanchest friends 
are those who have known him longest, a fact which indicates an honorable 
and upright life. His home is pleasantly situated at the corner of Bank and 
Penn streets and he likewise owns a half block in the center of the town, where 
he carries on business. He has witnessed marked changes since coming to 
this locality, in fact has seen almost the entire growth and upbuilding of Hoopes- 
ton and this part of the state. A contemporary biographer has said of him: 
"Mr. Woulverton possesses marked energy and keen perception. This ena5les 
him to form his plans readily, and he never wavers in carrying them to a success- 
ful completion. His close application to business and his excellent manage- 
ment have brought him the high degree of prosperity which is today his." 

DAVID A. RICHARDSON. 

There is no biographical history in this volume that perhaps indicates more 
clearly the value of persistent, earnest effort intelligently directed than does 
that of David A. Richardson, who from his boyhood days has resided in this 
section of the state and has been closely identified with business affairs that 
have not only contributed to his individual prosperity but have also been elements 
in the material growth and progress of the community. 

He was born in Monroe county, Indiana, July 27, 1859, and his parents, 
Abraham and Elizabeth A. (Baultinghouse) Richardson, were also natives of 
the same county where they were reared and married. They began their 
domestic life upon a farm in that county, where they resided until 1868, and 
then came to Illinois, settling three miles south of Sidell, in Edgar county, 

.where the father purchased a small farm, upon which he made his home until 
his death November 18, 1890. His widow is still living, in her seventy-sixth 
year and resides on the old homestead. Mr. Richardson was a democrat in 
his political views but never aspired to office, preferring to perform his public 
duties as a private citizen. He held membership in the Church of Christ, of 
which Mrs. Richardson is also a consistent member. 

David A. Richardson was reared upon the home farm, corning with his par- 
ents to Illinois a t  the age of nine years. He acquired his education jn the 
public schools and worked upon the farm for his father and also as a farm 
hand in the employ of others until his twenty-first year. In the spring prior 
to the attainment of his majority he secured a clerkship in a general store in 
the village of Palermo, Edgar county, occupying that position for five years,. 
after which he went to Danville and began clerking in a clothing store. 

A year later, the railroad having been built from OIney to Sidell, Mr. Rich- 
ardson went to Hildreth, where he engaged in the grain business, meeting with 
success in the undertaking from the beginning. He remained at that place for 
seventeen years, his business steadily increasing throughout the entire period. 
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He then sold his business and after a residence in Danville of two years came 
to Sidell, where he organized the First National Bank, which three years later 
he sold to the private bank of Alexander & Cathcart. The new institution was 
incorporated under the name of the First National Bank. Since Mr. Richard- 
son disposed of his banking interests he has devoted his time and attention to 
the supervision of his property. He is today the owner of one thousand acres 
of land in Edgar county, just across the Vermilion county line, having made 
extensive and judicious investments in- farm lands as his financial resources 
have increased, so that he receives a splendid incame therefrom. 

Mr. Richardson was married in 1887 to Miss Clara Loftin of Indianapolis 
and unto them were born three children, of whom one is yet living, Benjamin 
F., who is attending the University of Illinois a t  Urbana. Mrs. Richardson pur- 
sued an academic course in the Indianapolis high school and a classical course 
at the Sisters of Providence, graduating from the latter in 1886. She is a 
daughter of Dr. Sample and Margaret Jane (Patterson) Loftin, natives of North 
Carolina and Rush county, Indiana, respectively. The father was born June 
19, 1823, and at a very early age removed to Indiana, where he was reared upon 
a f- and received a good comnmnschool education. Later he entered Rush 
Medical College, Chicago, and after his graduation engaged in the practice of 
medicine in Marion county, Indiana. He was also interested in the pork-pack- 
ing business and in that way made his fortune. In 1876 he was elected treasurer 
of Marion county but would never accept any other office as his business oc- 
cupied his entire time. Mrs. Richardson is the youngest of his six children, 
the others being Mrs. Julia Hall, Melvin Loftin, Mrs. Martha Conderon, Mrs. 
Ada Jones and Mrs. Laura Mann. 

In his political views Mr. Richardson is a stalwart republican but has never 
been an office seeker. H e  has served, however, as an alderman at various times 
and the duties of his position have been discharged with promptness and fidelity. 
He belongs [to the Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges, and he and his wife are 
members of the Christian church-associations which indicate much of the na- 
ture of his interests and the rules which govern his conduct. 

L. V. GUNN. 

L. V. Gunn, the owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
on section 5,  Grant township, has beer, dependent upon his own resources from 
the early age of fourteen years and the success which he now enjoys has come 
as the merited reward of his well directed labors and untiring perseverance. 
His birth occurred in New York on the 20th of November, 1856, his parents 
being Luther and Lydia (Gage) Gunn, who were likewise natives of the Em- 
pire state. The father passed away in Michigan, while the mother was called 
to her final rest when still a resident of New York. Unto them were born 
two children, namely: Jennie M., who lives with our subject; and L. V., of 
this review. 
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L. V. Gunn attended the common schools until fourteen years of age and then 
began providing for his own support. Going to La Salle county, Illiwis, he 
there worked as a farm hand for seven years, on the expiration of which period 
he rented a tract of land, being actively engaged in its cultivation for two 
years. In 1880 he came to Vermilion county and purchased the farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres whereon he has resided to the present time. Owing 
to his enterprise and industry, the property is now lacking in none of the im- 
provements and accessories of a model farm of the twentieth century, and the 
fields annually pay tribute to his labor in rich and bounteous crops. 

In 1877 Mr. Gunn was united in marriage to Miss Alice Rogers, a native 
of La Salle county, Illinois, and a daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Ferneigho) 
Rogers, both of whom were born in England. They emigrated to the United 
States at an early day, locating in La Salle county, Illinois, where Thomas 
Rogers passed away. His wife was called to her final rest while a resident of 
Vermilion county. Their children were three in number. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Gunn have been born eight children, as follows: Walter T., a practicing at- 
torney of Danville, Illinois; Roger F., who follows farming in Indiana; Robert 
L. and Jennie, both at  home; Letha A., who is a graduate of the Hoopeston 
high school and now follows the profession of teaching; Myra ; Jessie, who is 
deceased; and one who died in infancy. 

In poIitics Mr. Gunn is a republican and at the present time holds the 
office of s c h d  director. He has likewise served in the capacity of town- 
ship trustee. Both he and his wife belong to the Universalist church and are 
deeply interested in its work. Their earnest Christian lives have won them 
the respect of all who know them and they have a host of warm friends through- 
out the community in which they reside. 

JOSEPH GIBSON ENGLISH. 

Joseph Gibson English, who during the years of his connection with Dan- 
ville and its interests engaged in merchandising, banking and other business 
enterprises which contributed largely to the welfare and upbuilding of the 
city as well as to individual success, was born in Ohio county, Indiana, near 
the village of Rising Sun, December 17, 1820. His father, Charles English, 
was a native of New Haven, Connecticut, in which state the family had been 
represented for several generations. He wedded Miss Anne Wright, who was 
also of English lineage. The paternal grandfather removed to Nova Scotia 
but subsequently his childrrn returned to the United States and settled in various 
localities. Following the time when he took up his abode in Ohio county, In- 
diana, Charles English engaged in blacksmithing and carpentering and was 
otherwise identified with industrial interestes. In 1829 he left that locality and 
became a resident of Perrysville in the Wabash valley. 

Joseph Gibson English was a young lad when his parents removed to Perrys- 
ville, where he pursued his education in one of the old t h e  log schoolhouses, 
and at the age of fourteen years started out in life on his own account. He 
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secured employment with the firm of Taylor & Linton, general merchants of 
La Fayette, Indiana, with whom he remained for five years. No union scale of 
labor was then in vogue and he had to begin work in the early morning and 
rnntinue until his tasks were completed long after dark. On market days, 
which occurred thrice a week, he amse between three and four o'clock in the 

and swept the store and prepared it for the reception of the Dunkard 
customers. While thus employed he obtained a good knowledge of merchan- 
dising, which constituted the basis of his success when he later embarked in 
business on his own account. His services were requited by his board and 
clothing, as it was not the custom to pay wages at that day to one of his years. 
After five years spent with his first employers he obtained a position as clerk 
in a general store in Perrysville, where he was paid forty dollars per month. 
When three years had passed he found himself in possession of four hundred 
dollars, which he had saved from his earnings, and with this capital he mar- 
ried and established a h m e  of his own, the lady of his choice being Miss Mary 
Hicks, a native of Perrysville and of New England descent. 

In I- Mr. English became a partner of his father-in-law, George H. Hicks, 
in a mercantile enterprise under the name of Hicks & English. They carried 
dry-goods, groceries, produce and grain and soon built up a good business. 
Merchandise was purchased and sold on credit of twelve months and the prod- 

, ucts of the central Mississippi valley were transported to market in New Or- 
leans by way of the river route. The marketable products of Indiana and Illi- 
nois were sent down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and it was thus that the 
firm of Hicks & English shipped their wheat, corn, pork and other commodities 
to New Orleans on flatboats, Mr. English frequently acting as oarsman. 

In 1853 Mr. English sold his store in Perrysville and removed to Danville, 
Illinois, where he entered into partnership with John L. Tincher under the firm 
name of Tincher & English. This was profitably conducted until 1856, when 
the firm became the assignees of the Stock Security Bank, a wild cat institution 
that failed in the widespread financial panic of 1856-7. At that time the firm 
of Tincher & English disposed of their store in order that they might devote 
their entire attention to the bank and its interests. While thus engaged they 
greatly extended the scope of their activities to include the brokerage and ex- 
change business that developed finally into a private banking enterprise. They 
were among the first to seek a charter and organize a national bank following 
the passage of the national bank bill in February, 1863. They established the 
First National Bank of Danville, with a capital of fifty thousand dollars, Mr. 
English serving as its president from its inception until July, 1899, when he 
resigned. I n  1872, after the death of Mr. Tincher, the capital stock was in- 
creased to one hundred and fifty thousand dollars and in the meantime the 
surplus had become over one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. From time 
to time Mr. English extended his efforts into other fields, becoming one of the 
heaviest real-estate dealers in this section. He made large investment in fam 
property and several additions to the city were platted by him. For more than 
a quarter of a century he served on the directorate of the Chicago & Eastern 
Illinois Railroad and many other enterprises felt the stimulus of his energy, 
sound judgment and keen business discrimination. 
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In 1864 Mrs. English passed away. By her marriage she had become the 
mother of seven children: George; Charles L., who is now the president of 
the First National Bank of DanviIle; Hamet, the widow of W. D. Lindsey, 
of Danville; Irene J., the widow of George W. Partlow, of Danville; John T. ; 
Annie Martha, the deceased wife of Tabor Mathers of Jacksonville ; and Ed- 
ward. T)n April 12, 1865, Mr. English was again married, his second union 
being with Maria L. Partlow, who died twenty-one years later, September 16, 
1886. Their children were J. C., of Kansas City, Missouri, cashier of the Trad- 
ers National Bank; and Otis Hardy, who died in infancy. On the 14th of 
June, 1899, Mr. English was united in marriage to Mrs. Mary E. Forbes, a 
native of Danville. She was the widow of Thomas C. Forbes and a daughter 
of William Hessey, a pioneer resident of this county. 

Mr. English was prominent in the public life of the community and was 
honored with election to the mayoralty, being the second temperance mayor of 
Danville. In 1872 he became a member of the first board of equalization of 
the state, yet he was not a politician in the usually accepted sense of the term. 
For years he was a member of the library board and was one of the original mem- 
bers of the board of Spring Hill cemetery, being its last survivor. On attaining his 
majority he joined the ranks of the democratic party and gave to it his sup- 
port until 1862, when, at variance with the peace plank in its platform, for he 
believed in the active prosecution of the war for the preservation of the Union, 
he became a republican. In 1863 he had charge of the subscription list for fill- 
ing the quota of men for the army from Dan-~ille and the county. 

For almost a half century Mr. English held membership in the Methodist 
Episcopal church, contributed generously to its support and took a helpful part 
in its work, serving as a member of its board of trustees while for fifteen years 
he was Sunday school superintendent. In 1872 he was elected by the lay 
delegates of the Illinois conference as a delegate to the general conference of 
the church held in Brooklyn and later served in a similar capacity. f i r  many 
years he was a trustee of the Wesleyan University of Bloomington. The death 
of Mr. English occurred January 17, 1910. He was termed by those who knew 
him a man of distinct ability, whose character was above the shadow of re- 
proach. No trust reposed in him was ever betrayed in the slightest degree and 
his success was so worthily won that the most envious could not grudge him his 
prosperity. 

HENRY E. SOUTHWICK. 

Henry E. Southwick, owning and operating a fine farm of two hundred 
and seven acres on section 6, Grant township, was born in Woodford county, 
Illinois, on the 2d of November, 1863. His parents, Joseph and Elizabeth (Joy) 
Southwick, were both natives of the state of New York. In the early '50s 
they journeyed westward, locating on a farm in Woodford county, Illinois, where 
they made their home until 1875. In that year they disposed of the property 
and came to Vermilion county, purchasing the farm which is now in possession 
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of our subject. Thereon they continued to reside throughout the remainder 
of their lives, Joseph Southwick placing many substantial improvements on 
the farm and meeting with success in the careful conduct of his agricultural 
interests. H e  was called to his final rest in September, 1894, while his wife 
passed away the following year. Unto this worthy couple were born three chil- 
dren, namely: Merritt, of Hoopeston, Illinois; Henry E., of this review ; and 
Arthur, who is a resident of Vandalia, Missouri. 

Henry E. Southwick attended the common schools in pursuit of an educa- 
tion and remained at home until twenty-one years of age. On attaining his 
majority he purchased a farm in Polk county, Missouri, and was actively en- 
gaged in its operation for three years. On the expiration of that period he re- 
turned to Vermilion county and has since remained on the old homestead, now 
owning the property. It  comprises two hundred and seven acres of rich and 
productive land on section 6, Grant township, and is well improved in every 
particular. Year after year he tills his fields, practicing the rotation of crops 
and cultivating his farm after the most approved methods of modem agri- 
culture. His labors are annually rewarded by bounteous harvests, for which 
he finds a ready sale on the market. 

In 1895 Mr. Southwick was united in marriage to Miss Mattie M. Clements, 
whose birth occurred in La SalIe county, Illinois, in 1864. Her parents, H. C. 
and S. M. (Bowlby) Clements, are mentioned at greater length on another 

; page of this work. 
When exercising his right of franchise Mr. Southwick supports the men 

and measures of the republican party, being thoroughly in sympathy with its 
principles. The cause of education has ever found in him a stalwart champion 
and he now serves as a school director. His wife is a faithful and consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Southwick enjoys the unquali- 
fied respect and confidence of his friends and neighbors, who know him as an 
honorable and upright gentleman and a true and loyal citizen. 

RICHARD BRUCE THOMPSON. 

Richard Bruce Thompson, a substantial and respected resident of Side11 
township, devotes his time and energies to the operations of a fine farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres. His birth occurred in Elwood township, Vermilion 
county, Illinois, on the 24th of June, 1862, his parents being William C. and 
Martha (Golden) Thompson, who were likewise natives of this county. Both 
the paternal and maternal grandfathers, Golden Thompson and Jacob Golden, 
were among the earliest settlers of Vermilion county, coming here from Ten- 
nessee in the late '20s or early in the '30s. 

William C. Thompson, the father of our subject, made his home in Elwood 
township, this county, until 1881, operating a threshing machine there for eight- 
een years. H e  conducted business with two partners under the firm style of 
Thompson, Coryell & Reardon, which was the best known threshing concern 
in Elwood township. His premature demise was attributed to his arduous 
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labor in this connection. In 1881 he removed to Edgar county, there passing 
away in 1887 at the age of fifty-three years. His wife was called to her final 
rest in 1897, when in the fifty-ilinth year of her age. She was a devoted man- 
ber of the Presbyterian church, the services of which Mr. Thompson also at- 
tended. Though not a member of any church, he was a consistent Christian 
gentleman and shaped his life in accordance with the principles of upright and 
honorable manhood. 

Richard Bruce Thompson remained at home until the time of his marriage, 
attending the common schools in pursuit of an education. On the 24th of Feb- 
ruary, 1895, he was joined in wedlock to Miss Anna Jones, of Douglas county, 
Illinois, her parents being John M. and Hannah (Fields) Jones, who tmk up 
their abode in that county after leaving Adams county, Ohio. About 1900 they . 
came to Allerton, Vermilion county, where both passed away. Following his 
marriage Mr. Thompson remained on the farm in Edgar county to which he 
had accompained his parents in 1881 and which he had rented and operated 
subsequent to his father's demise in 1887. This farm was the property of 
John M. Jones, the father-in-law of our subject. Mrs. Thompson inherited 
ninety acres thereof and Mr. Thompson purchased sixty acres. He continued 
to reside thereon until 1908, when he took up his abode on his present farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres in Side11 township, Vermilion county, having 
bought the property in 1907. H e  still owns his Edgar county farm &d has 
won a gratifying measure of success in the conduct of his agricultural in- 
terests. A man of good business ability and keen discernment, he has also made 
other investments being now a stockholder in the Allerton Creamery and in 
a tile and cement concern of Paris, Illinois. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have one child, Warren B. They are faithful mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church and take a deep and helpful interest 
in its work. Mr. Thompson gives his political allegiance to the democracy but 
has never sought office as a reward for his party fealty. Fraternally he is identi- 
fied with Palermo Lodge, No. 646, I. 0. 0. F. His entire life has been spent in 
this part of the state and the circle of his friends is a wide one. 

FRED L. KLEIN. 

A fact to which due recognition is not always accorded is that Germany has 
contributed in very large measure to the development and progress of the new 
world. History indicates the fact that representatives of the Teutonic race have 
done much toward planting the seeds of civilization in America and promoting 
later day progress. Mr. Klein is numbered among those whose worth as a citizen 
and business man reflects credit both upon the land of his nativity and the land 
of his adoption. H e  wbs born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, July 11, 1855. 
His parents, Henry and Katherine (Seeger) Klein, were reared and married in 
Germany and never became residents of the new world. The father was a 
chemist and mining engineer and met with an accidental death while inspecting 
a mine in 1864. His wife also passed away in the same year. 
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Fred L. Klein was thus left an orphan when a little lad of nine summers. 
He pursutd his education in the schools of the fatherland and in 1872, at the 
age of seventeen years, catrue to America, settling first in Baltimore, Maryland, 
r e b i n g  in the east until 1878, when he became a resident of Indiana. He had 
served an apprenticeship to the apothecary's trade, covering a period of four 
years and two months. For a brief period he was employed in a drug store in 
Marshfield, Indiana, in 1878 and then went to Williamsport, Indiana, where he 
filled a position as drug clerk until 1879. In that year he arrived in Hoopeston 
and until 1883 was employed by W. T. Hobert, Dr. Pierce and Dr. McCaughey, 
who were then partners in the conduct of a retail drug store, Mr. Klein acting 
as manager of the business until 1883, when he removed to Iroquois county, 
where he engaged in farming for five years. In 1888 he went to Arnbia, Indiana, 
where he established a retail drug business and during his residence there also 
served as postmaster, under appointment of President Hamson, from 1888 until 
1892. 

The following year Mr. Klein returned to Hoopeston and was connected 
with Elliot & Wilson, druggists, until 1896, when he removed to Wellington, 
where he conducted a drug store for Flagg Brothers for a brief period. 'Again 
he came to Hoopeston and purchased the drug stock of J. C. Malster, which 
business he continued until the fall of 1900, when he sold out to George E. 
Lester. He then went west, settling in Mon+aa for the purpose of prospecting 
and mining, remaining in that section of the country until the early part of 1903. 
At that time he again came to Hoopeston and accepted a position with Hoffman 
Brothers, ~ 5 t h  whom he continued until 1906, when he again established a store 
of his own and today has the finest drug store in the city, dealing exclusively in 
drugs and druggists' sundries. His stock is large and complete in every partic- 
ular and the tasteful arrangement of the store and his reasonable prices are also 
features in his success. While in Montana he discovered a very heavy vein 
of corundum, a mineral used in the polishing of diamonds and with the excep- 
tion of diamonds is the hardest substance known. His discovery resulted in 
bringing to him a considerable sum of money, enabling him to establish the well 
appointed store in Hoopeston of which he is now proprietor. 

Mr. Klein was married in this city on the 13th of April, 1882, to Miss Susan 
A. Rosenberger, a daughter of George W. Rosenberger and a native of Virginia 
but a resident of Hoopestotll since early childhood. Both of her parents are liv- 
ing, her father being a farmer in Milford township, Iroquois county, Illinois. 
Mr. and Mrs. Klein have five children: Carrie, who was born in Iroquois county, 
March 23, 1883; John, who was born on a farm in Iroquois county, December 
19, 1885, and now serving as city treasurer of Hoopeston, to which position he 
was elected in April, 1910; Katherine, who was born on a farm in Iroquois 
county, June 21, 1888, and is now a teacher of expression at Campbell Hagerrnan 
College in Lexington, Kentucky; Thomas, born at Ambia, Indiana, August 6, 
1891, aid now a student in the Medico Chirurgical College at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; and Karl, who was born in Hoopeston, June 26, 1894, and is 
attending the public schools. 

Politically Mr. Klein is a republican and at times an active worker in the 
ranks of the party. His religious faith is that of the Lutheran church, in which 
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he was reared. Coming to America in early ma&&, he has since worked his - 

way steadily upward, so that he has no occasion to regret his determination to 
seek a home and fortune on this side the Atlantic. Persistent labor has been the 
keynote of his success and he has at all times k e n  found as a representative 
and reliable business man, honored and respected by all who know him. 

HUGH HEATON. 

On the list of honored dead of Vermilion county appears the name of Hugh 
Heaton, who for about two decades was closely associated with the sheep-raising in- 
dustry in Vermilion county, while later he lived retired in Hoopeston, spending the 
last few years of his life there in the enjoyment of a well earned and d l  merited 
rest. He was born in Coshocton, Ohio, April IS, 1822, his father being Isaac 
Heaton, a native of Pennsylvania, who removed from that state to Coshocton, 
Ohio. In early life he had learned and followed the cooper's trade but after 
going to the Buckeye state turned his attention to farming. 

Hugh Heaton pursued his edumtion in the schools of Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
and after completing his literary course engaged in teaching school for three 
years. Subsequently he studied medicine for three years under Dr. Culver, of 
Coshocton, Ohio, and lacked one year of graduation when he turned his atten- 
tion to the stock-raising business in connection with his preceptor, making a 
specialty of sheep. In 1864 he came to Vermilion county, bringing with him 
twenty-one hundred head of sheep, which he herded upon the prairies of Grant 
tomship. He found a ready market for the sale of his live stock, and as the 
years passed attained subs-tial and gratifying prosperity. He made judicious 
investment in property until he became the owner of nearly one thousand acres 
of land, but in the wide-spread financial panic of 1873 he became involved, as 
did thousands of others, and lost heavily. He continued in the sheepraising 
industry until 1882, and during the intervening years largely retrieved his lost 
possessions, so that he retired from business with a handsome competence that 
supplied him with the necessities and comforts of life during his remaining days 
and enabled him to leave his family a goodly competence when he was called to 
his final rest. 

Mr. Heaton was twice married. In early manhood he wedded Olivia McCoy, 
and unto them were born four sons and one daughter, of whom two ace now 
living: Joseph W. Heaton, a well known clothier of Hoopeston ; and Isaac L. 
Heaton, a resident farmer of Kansas. On the 4th of May, 1864, Mr. Heaton 
was married to Miss Mary R. Reece, a daughter of David W. and Nancy Wilson 
Reece, natives of Tennessee, who removed from that state to Indiana, where 
they cast in their lot among the pioneer farmers. The marriage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Heaton was blessed with five children, two daughters and three sons: 
Nancy, now the wife of L. H. Griffith; Alice A., at home; Dr. John A. Heaton, 
a pradicing physician of Hoopeston; Orth W., a business man of Hoopeston; 
and Reece, living in Wyoming. 
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I n  his political views Mr. Heaton was a republican from the time of the 
organization of the party. He was a public-spirited man, cooperating in various 
measures that he regarded as of essential worth to the community. He belonged 
to the First Methodist &urch and in early life became a member of the Masonic 
fraternity. He  enjoyed meeting with; his friends, possessing a most social nature 
and e kind and loving disposition. To  his family he was a devoted husband 
and father and his m n y  good qualities were recognized by all who knew him. 
He  died December g, 1885, and although a quarter of a century has since come 
and gone, his memory is cherished by rainy who knew him. His business activity 
was a valued element in the early progress of the county, especially along agri- 
cultural: and kindred lines, and at all times his genuine worth firmly established 
him in the regard of those with whom he was associated. 

WILLIAM KAVANAUGH. 

The enduring gratitude of all lovers of liberty is due to the soldiers who 
upheld the stars and stripes at  the time the union of the states was threatened 
and by their sacrifices and sufferings the men who wore the blue not only set 
free three million slaves, but they established the American republic on a safe 
and enduring foundation, so that it is today the greatest nation the sun shines 
upon. Among the inen who fought and suffered in the Civil war may be 
named William Kavanaugh, who in his earlier years was called upon to endure 
more than ordinary troubles but at  last he established himself in a happy 
home, of which he is now the head. 

He was born in New York city, December 25, 1846, and is of sturdy Irish 
parentage, a son of William and Sarah (Bloomer) Kavanaugh, who were both 
born on the Emerald isle. The father came to America early in the nineteenth 
century and followed a seafaring life, becoming captain of a vessel. He  died 
on the seas and the mother departed this life in New York city. Three chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Kavanaugh, our subject being the only one 
now living. 

William Kavanaugh remained under the care of his mother until he was 
nine years of age and in 1856 came to  Vermilion county, since which time he 
has been identified with its farming interests. He was educated in the public 
schools and worked on the farm, but when President Lincoln needed volunteers 
to assist those already in the field in the suppression of the rebellion, Mr. 
Kavanaugh, then eighteen yeears of age, enlisted in Company B, Sixty-third 
Indiana Regiment, to  serve for three years or until the close of the war. He 
proved a brave and efficient soldier and participated in some of the greatest 
battles of the war. He was present at  the second battle of Bull Run, and a t  
the battle of Buzzard's Roost, May 10, 1864, he was dangerously wounded, so 
that he was sent to a hospital, where he lay for almost a year before he was 
sufficiently recovered to move about. He was honorably discharged and mus- 
tered out at  Indianapolis and, laying aside his uniform and the accoutrements 
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of war, he returned to  Vermilion wunty, where he has since continued as a 
farmer and live-stock raiser. 

On October 8, 1879, Mr. Mavanaugh was united in marriage to Miss Lisie 
D. Schultz, who was born in Germany, March 2, 1859. Her father died in the 
old country but her mother came to America with her children in 1867 and r e  
mained here until her death. She was the mother of three girls. The union 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kavanaugh has been blessed by eight children: Sarah, the 
wife of H. V. Moore, of South Bend, Indiana; William B., a graduate of the 
high school and a resident of Hoopeston; Mamie B., a graduate of Greer Col- 
lege; Edith, Ruth, Anna B. and Minnie B., all at home; and Julia P., deceased. 

Mr. Kavanaugh has ever since arriving at manhood been a warm supporter 
of the republican party and for seventeen years past he has served as town- 
ship clerk. Socially he is identified with Harmon Post, No. 115, Grand Army 
of the Republic, of which he has served for seventeen years as treasurer. H e  
and his estimable wife are both active members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and by their public-spirit and interest in others they have attracted 
many friends who hold them in high esteem as worthy workers in the cause 
of humanity. 

SAMUEL UMBANHOWAR. 

Samuel Umbanhowar, who has been successfully engaged in general agri- 
cultural pursuits throughout his entire business career, is the owner of one 
hundred and sixty acres of rich and productive land on sections 19 and 20, 
Grant township. His birth occurred in Champaign county, Illinois, on the 17th 
of July, 1848, his parents being Samuel and Juliana (Spencer) Umbanhowar, 
who were natives of Virginia and Ohio respectively. They came to  Illinois 
in 1835, locating in Champaign county, where the father entered a tract of land. 
There he carried on farming interests throughout the remainder of his life, 
passing away on the 16th of April, 1861. His wife was called to her final rest 
in August, 1876. Their children were nine in number, as follows: Samuel, of 
this review; Elizabeth, who is the wife of 2. T. Moran and resides in Nebraska; 
James, who makes his home in Champaign county, Illinois; Abigail, the wife of 
A. C. Smith, of Livingston county, Illinois; and five who are deceased. 

Samuel Umbanhowar pursued his education in the common schools and 
under the able direction of his father he gained an excellent knowledge of agri- 
cultural pursuits during his boyhood and youth. When a young man of twenty- 
three he took charge of the old homestead farm, operating it  for some years. 
Subsequently he came to Vermilion county, first purchasing and locating upon 
a tract of eighty acres on section 20, Grant township. After improving the 
property he bought an additional tract of similar size on section 19, so that his 
holdings now embrace a quarter section of land. H e  has brought the place 
under a high state of cultivation, and his neat premises, good buildings and 
well tilled fields testify to his executive ability and knowledge of farming. 
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On the 26th of February, 1874, Mr. Umbanhowar was united in marriage 
to Miss Elnora Williams, who was born in McLean county, Illinois, on the 
18th of October, 1856, her parents being William and Abigail (Dean) Williams. 
The father's birth occurred in MCLean county in 1832, while the mother is a 
native of Knox county, Ohio. William Williams was called to his final rest in 
September, 1903, but his widow still survives at the age of seventy-seven years 
and makes her home a t  Hoopeston. They had six children, three of whim are 
yet living. Mr. and Mrs. Umbanhowar are the parents of six children, as 
follows: Nellie, who is the wife of R J. Canady and lives in Missouri; J. G., 
living on a farm in Grant township; and Charles A., May, William S. and 
Frank O., all at home. 

In politics Mr. Umbanhowar is a stanch republican and his fellow towns- 
men, recognizing his worth and ability, have called him to positions of public 
trust. H e  ably served as commissioner for ten years and has been school direc- 
tor for a period of fifteen years. Both he and his wife hold membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in the work of which they take an active and help- 
ful interest. Mr. Umbanhowar has spent his entire life in this part of the state 
and the circle of his friends is therefore a wide one. 

JOHN 0. TALBERT. 

Among the brave soldiers of the Civil war who freely offered their lives to 
uphold the stars and stripes and are yet living to  enjoy the blessings for which 
they fought may be named John 0. Talbert, a well known farmer of Danville 
township, Vermilion county. He was born a t  Waterlm, Indiana, April 30, 
1842, and is a son of Henry and Mary Ann (Gouty) Talbert. His father was 
a farmer of Vermilion county, Indiana, where he owned two hundred and thirty 
acres of land and he also became the owner of one hundred acres in this county, 
where our subject now lives. 

John 0. Talbert was educated in the public schools and was early inducted 
into the operations of the farm, for which he has always shown a natural adapt- 
ability. After arriving at nineteen years of age, the great Rebellion having 
stirred the nation to its depths, he enlisted in Company H, Twentieth Indiana 
Volunteers, in July, 1861, and after having been drilled for a short time was 
sent with the regiment to the front where he participated in a number of en- 
gagements, among them Old Point Comfort, Fortress Monroe, and in other en- 
gagements, and in the flood at Cape Hatteras. At the end of seven months 
he was discharged on account of disability and stayed home one summer. In  
August, 1863, he enlisted in Company E, One Hundred and Fifthteenth Indiana 
Volunteers, and continued in the service until the close of the war. 

After receiving his honorable discharge Mr. Talbert returned home and on 
February 27, 1867, he located in Vermilion county upon a rented farm and here 
began operations upon his own account. There were very few improvements 
upon the land and it required a large amount of labor in those days to produce 
any satisfactory returns. Later he bought eighty-eight acres of land that was 
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partly broken and has increased the area of his farm and developed it upon a 
scale that has made it one of the valuable farming properties of this region. He 
has also devoted some attention to stock-raising and in his various undertakings 
has displayed a judgment which is highly creditable and evidences of which 
may be seen in the comfortable fami'ljr residence and the well planned surround- 
ings and also in the general appearance of the entire farm. As an autioneer 
he was well known throughout this section of the state for many years, but 
has now turned over that business to his son-in-law, Robert Price. 

On the 27th of February, 1867, Mr. Talbert was united in marriage to Miss 
Harriett B. Dennis, a native of this county, whose father at one time owned 
the land on which our subject now lives. Ten children have been born to them, 
seven of whom are still living: Rachel, now hirs. Nolan; Minnie, who married 
Ervin Macomson and they died leaving two children now living with Mr. and 
Mrs. Talbert ; David, a farmer of Danville township; Mrs. Maude M. Price, 
Mrs. Lottie Jumps, Robert L., and Josephine. Mr. Talbert was made guardian 
of the seven children of T. J. Welsh, a relative of the family, and they were 
reared by him until they were married and started out in life for themselves. 
The seven children of George Sapt, a relative of Mrs. Talbert, were also under 
his guardianship until grown and he also had charge of their estate. 

Mr. Talbert is an earnest supporter of the republican party and, while 
he has not sought political honor, he has served..as school trustee for 
many years and for twelve years acted as commissioner of highways, discharg- 
ing his duties with a fidelity that met the general approval of the people. Mr. 
and Mrs. Talbert have reared a large family and their lives have been governed 
by principles of industry and justice, that are recognized the world over as  en- 
during and of most worth. Mr. Talbert was a valiant soldier under the Civil 
war and in his business and private affairs he has maintained the same standard 
that carried him successfully through his early career and has always been to  him 
an encouragement and support. 

ARMOUR E. HEATON. 

I t  is a pleasure to meet a successful man. He conveys an idea of confidence 
and energy and it is by contact with such men that we receive new strength 
and go forth to meet the world with new courage and resolution, leading in 
many instances to an entire revolution in character. I t  is also a pleasare to 
write of a successful man and there is no doubt that the records contained in 
this work will be of lasting benefit to  many who read them, thereby gaining 
new inspiration for the great battle, in which no substitute is accepted, and 
each is required to fight it out on his own account. Among the successful men 
of Grant township, Vermilion county, may be named A m o u r  E. Heaton. who 
was born March I, 1862, in Coshocton county, Ohio, and is a son of Joseph 
and Elizabeth (Deviny) Heaton, the former born in Coshocton county in 1824, 
and the latter a native of Pennsylvania. The father came to Vermilion county 
in 1865 and bought a farm of one hundred and twenty-five acres, which he 
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increased to two hundred acres, becoming one of the prosperous farmers of 
the county. He departed this life in 1891, after an active and useful career in 
which he exemplified the teachings of the Christian church and became univer- 
d l Y  respected wherever he was known. 

The subject of this review grew up as a farmer boy and was educated in 
the district schools. Under his father he became thoroughly acquainted with 
the various operations of agriculture and stock-raising and, desiring to carry 
on business independently, he purchased forty acres of land in 1892, which he 
proceeded diligently to develop. Later he added forty acres to his original 
holding and when a favorable opportunity presented itself sold his farm and 
bought one hundred acres in section 32, Grant township. After holding this 
land for a time he disposed of it, purchasing one hundred and fifty-three acres 
on section 3, the same township, and here he has since resided, making it one 
of the attractive spots in the region. 

On February 9, 1892, Mr. Heaton was united in marriage to Miss Ella 
Jane Cronkhite, a daughter of Stephen Cronkhite, of this county. Mrs. Heaton 
has proven to her husband a faithful and sympathetic companion, and five 
children have been born to them, four of whom are living, Joseph, Carroll, Alma 
and Nellie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Heaton are actively identified with the Christian church and 
are earnest believers in the teachings upon which the church is founded. Since 
arriving at maturity he has affiliated with the republican party and votes for 
the men and measures that he believes are best adapted to advance the wel- 
fare of the state nation. In all his acts Mr. Heaton is governed by a high 
sense of duty and by his integrity and worth he has gained the friendship of 
the best people in this region. 

CHARLES ADAM JACKSON. 

Charles Adam Jackson, the owner of ninety-eight acres of rich and productive 
land on section 17, Sidell township, is an agriculturist of recognized ability. His 
birth occurred on the farm where he now resides, his natal day being April 5,  
1861. His parents, Adam and Alicia (Hutt) Jackson, were natives of Kentucky 
and Virginia respectively. Their marriage was celebrated in the Old Dominion, 
where Adam Jackson had gone as a young man. Soon afterward, in the early 
'40s, they came to Vermilion county, Illinois, and located in Sidell township, 
their nearest neighbor being some five miles distant. Here Adam Jackson con- 
tinued to reside throughout the remainder of his life, accumulating two hun- 
dred and forty acres of land. His demise occurred in 1864, whea our subject 
was but three years of age. The widowed mother kept the family together, 
rearing her children to manhood and womanhood. 

Charles Adam Jackson undertook the management of the home farm when 
but fourteen years of age, his older brothers having left the parental roof. He 
continued the operation of the home place until the time of his marriage, be- 
ing joined in wedlock on the 28th of August, 1901, to Miss Addie Belle Price, 
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of Fairmount, Vermilion county. The following spring he ermted his present 
residence and continued farming on the tract of seventy-me acres on section 
17, Sidell township, which he had purchased prior to his marriage. H e  has 
since bought twenty-seven acres more, so that his farm now embraces ninety- 
eight acres. The neat and attractive appearance of the place indicates his care- 
ful supervision and practical and progressive methods, and his labors in the fields 
are annually rewarded by bounteous harvests of golden ,pin. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jackson was born one child, Eugene, who is deceased. 
Mr. Jackson is a d a m r a t  in politics but has never sought nor desired office 
as a reward for his party fealty. However, he keeps well informed on the 
questions and issues of the day and at the present time acts as a member of 
the school board. Fraternally he is identified with Sidell Lodge, No. 798, A. 
I?. & A. M., while his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church,- to which his wife also belongs. His entire life 
has been spent within the borders of Vermilion county and he enjoys the respect 
and confidence of all with whom business or social relations have brought him 
in contact. 

JASPER NEWTON SMITH. 

Among the well known citizens of Grant township is Jasper Newton Smith, 
the owner of a valuable farm of two hundred and forty-three acres which he 
accumulated through his energy and good judgment in agricultural operations. 
I t  required years of well directed labor for Mr. Smith to establish himself in- 
dependently, but after the foundations of success are laid, the superstructure i s  
built with comparative ease when the builder continues wide-awake, taking due 
advantage of opportunities for further advancement as they arise. 

Born in Center county, Pennsylvania, March 10, 1851, he is the son of Daniel 
Monroe and Caroline Jane (Gardner) Smith. The father was a native of 
Pennsylvania, born November 17, 1817. He was a farmer by occupation 
and came to Illinois in 1867, locating in Kendall county, where he bought a 
farm and lived to the time of his death. There were eight children in the family, 
seven of whom are now living, our subject being fourth in order of birth. 

Jasper N. Smirh was educated in the public schools of Kendall county and 
reared under the care of his father and mother, becoming early acquainted with 
farming operations, for which he seemed from boyhood to have special aptitude. 
After arriving at man's estate, desirous of improving his condition and believing 
that favorable advantages were to be found in Vermilion county, he here rented 
land, which he successfully cultivated for six years. At the end of this time he 
bought eighty acres of land on section 28, Grant township, which he improved 
and made his h o r n  place, increasing his holdings as time passed until now he 
has one of the highly productive farms of the township. H e  is also a st&- 
holder of the Independent Harvester Works and the Farmers Elevator Com- 
pany and is a zealous worker in any movement that aims 'to assist the farmers of 
his cormnunity. 
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On the 7th of March, 1881, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Charity 
Ann Gallup, a daughter of Daniel W. and Charity W. Gallup, the former a native 
of Connecticut and the latter of Ohio. Mr. Gallup was of good Revolutionary 
stock and the family has in its possession a gold-headed cane with a snuffbox 
in the head, which, according to records, was brought to America in the May- 
flower by John W. Gallup, an ancestor of this family. Daniel W. Gallup was a 
soldier of ,the Civil war and served in the Union army, enlisting at Pontiac, Illi- 
nois, and continuing until 1865. He  was mustered out as sergeant of his corn 

pany. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Gallup: Charity Ann, now 
Mrs. Smith; Mary, the wife of Wesley Drew; Lizzie H., now Mrs. George 
Lithgow; D. W., deceased; Grace W., the wife of Louis E. Alkire; and Ruth L.. 
now Mrs. William Kite. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith had one son, Ernest Monroe, who was an unusually 
promising boy but was called to the unseen world when eleven years of age. 
Although he passed away eleven years ago, his memory has been kept green 
not only in the minds of his parents but in the minds of many who knew him 
and were acquainted with his estimable qualities. Though dead, yet he speaketh. 
After the departure of their beloved son their attention was attracted to the 
wants of orphan children and up to the present time they have reared five orphans, 
giving them a good start in the world. They are aIso paying for the support and 
education of an orphan girl in India, who lost her parents in the famine which 
visited that country, causing great devastation among the population. The benev- 
olence of Mr. and Mrs. Smith finds many ways of expression and the passing 
stranger who stops at  their door, if he is less fortunate than themselves, is never 
turned away unassisted. Mr. and Mrs. S d t h  are both active members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and the high esteem in which they are held through- 
out the region is the effect of their upright lives and their efforts at all times to 
assist in advancing the permanent welfare of those with whom they are asso- 
ciated. 

-MARION FRANCIS DICKERSON. 

Marion Francis Dickerson, a well known farmer and stockman residing on 
section 29, Side11 township, was born in Carroll township. Vermilion county, 
Illinois, on the 4th of January, 1863. His parents, Francis 11. and Priscilla 
(Ramsey) Dickerson, were natives of Kentucky and Rliami county, Ohio, re- 
spectively. They came to Vermilion county with their respective parents in 
early life and following their marriage settled on a farm near Georgetown, this 
county. Francis M. Dickerson enlisted for service in the Union army as a mem- 
ber of Company A, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and died 
as the result of an attack of the measles, passing away a t  Nashville, Tennessee, 
in December, 1862, prior to the birth of our subject. His widow afterward mar- 
ried L. A. Ashby, with whom she removed to Kansas. They returned to this 
county in 1880 and it was here that the mother of our subject passed away in 

14-94. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 537 

Marion F. Dickerson was reared by an uncle, Joseph Rarnsey, of Sidell town- 
ship, this county, of whose household he became a member when a little lad of 
six years. At the early age of fourteen or fifteen years, however, he left his 
uncle's roof and began providing for his own support by working for neighbor- 
ing farmers. His time was thus busily occupied during the summer seasons, 
while in the winter months he attended school, continuing his studies until about 
eighteen years of age. Since putting aside his t e x t - b k s  he has devoted his 
entire attention to general agricultural pursuits. 

In 1888, when twenty-five years of age, Mr. Dickerson was united in marriage 
to Miss Nettie M. Gray, of Champaign, Illinois. During that summer he worked 
for a cattle man and in the spring of 1890 started out as an agriculturist on his 
own account, renting the farm of Mrs. Alice Tincher and residing thereon con- 
tinuously for sixteen years. During that period he cultivated as high as four 
hundred acres of land. In 1902 he purchased his present farm, operating it in 
connection wilth the Tincher place until I@. In that year he removed to his 
own home in Sidell township and has since given his time and energies to the 
further cultivation and improvement of his farm-a tract of land comprising 
eighty acres. He is also successfully identified with live-stock interests, raising 
shorthorn cattle and Poland China hogs and breeding horses on quite an ex- 
tensive scale. H e  is likewise a stockholder in the Allerton Creamery and well 
deserves recognition among the prosperous and representative citizens of his 
native county. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dickerson have been born two children, namely: Guy 
H., who has been educated in the public and high schools and is at home; and 
Francis Marion, who is likewise still under ,the parental roof. 

Mr. Dickerson is a stalwart democrat in politics but the honors and emolu- 
ments of office have no attraction for him His fraternal relations are with 
Sidell Lodge, No. 225, I. 0. 0. F., at Sidell; Sidell Lodge, No. 798, A. F. & A. 
M.; and the Modern Woodmen of America. He and his family belong to the 
Methodist Episcopal church and take a deep and helpful interest in its work. 
Mr. Dickerson is a self-made man, dependent upon his own resources from an 
early age, working earnestly for the success which he has achieved, realizing 
ever that "there is no excellence without labor." He is a man of good business 
ability, of exemplary habits and upright character, is worthy the trust of his 
fellowmen and fully merits the good will which is uniformly extended him. 

FRANK S. GOODWINE. 

Among the family names well known in Illinois and Indiana on account 
of the high character of its members and their success as agriculturists and 
live-stock raisers is that of Goodwine. Frank S. Woodwine, whose name stands 
at  the head of this review, belongs to this family and was born in Warren 
county, Indiana, January 16, 1863. H e  is the son of Abner and Barbara (Pence) 
Goodwine, both of whom were born in Bartholomew county, Indiana. The 
father spent his early years in that county and then moved to Warren county, 
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where he became a leading farmer, accumulating four thousand acres of land, 
part of which he has given to his children. ' H e  and his daughter Leola are 
now living at the old homestead, enjoying the fruits of many years of diligence 
and good management. In the family were twelve children, nine of whom are 
now living. 

Frank S. Goodwine was reared by kind and loving parents, possessing the 
advantages of a peaceful home, which are of much greater importance in de- 
termining one's career in after life than anything else that could be named. 
He attended the district school and became thoroughly inducted under his father 
into all the operations of the farm, so that when he arrived at manhood he 
was one of the best posted young farmers in the region. He remained in 
Warren county until he was thirty-one years of age. In 1894 he came to Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, and by applying the same principles that he had been 
taught by his father he attained great success in his adopted state, at the present 
time being owner of a farm of five hundred and twenty acres, which is known 
as one of the most completely equipped farms in the county. Being systematic 
and thorough in his operations, Mr. Goodwine has met with the reward that 
is usually tile result of industry and well directed ability and in the course of 
sixteen years he has developed a farming property of which he may justly be 
proud and which is a monument to his energy and progressive spirit. 

In 1895 Mr. Goodwine was happily united in marriage to Miss Alice Dice, 
and five children have blessed their union, Abner, Dice, Mildred, Harry and 
George J. Although Mr. Goodwine has contributed his part toward the up- 
building of the farming interests of this region, he has not been attracted to 
politics, preferring to devote his energy to his private affairs. He is known 
as a man of the strictest integrity, always giving patient attention to arguments 
on the opposite side of any cause in which he is concerned and willing to be 
convinced by a reasonable presentation-a man of open, generous nature. 
thoroughly honest in all business dealings, clear sighted, fearless and true. 

WALTER H. SMITH. 

Walter H. Smith, now serving as general manager for Morris & Company 
at Danville, is one of the leading young business men of this city. He was 
born in North Bloomfield, Ohio, on the 23d of October, 1880, his parents be- 
ing John W. and Alice Mary (Flower) Smith. His father is engaged in rail- 
roading. On the paternal side Mr. Smith is of Scotch descent, while his mater- 
nal ancestors came to America on the Mayflower. His grandmother, who bore 
the maiden name of Clara Bushnell, was a first cousin of Mark Hanna, the 
well known statesman of Ohio. 

At the usual age Walter H. Smith entered the public schovls of Bellevue, 
Ohio, and until his eighteenth year continued to devote his attention principally 
to the acquirement of an education. After leaving school he served four years' 
apprenticeship to the candymaking trade and in 1900 embarked in that busi- 
ness at b r a i n ,  Ohio, where he continued in the manufacture of candy for 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 539 

about two years. Then having an opportunity to sell at an advantage, he dis- 
posed of his business there and accepted a position with the Elyria Candy . 

Company of Elyria, Ohio, being traveling salesman for that concern for about 
four years. He was next with the Ware Candy Company of Akron, Ohio, 
for two years and at the end of that time went to Chicago, where he entered 
the service of Morris & Company, packers, as bookkeeper. A year later, .how- 
ever, he was offered the position of general manager of their plant at Dan- 
ville. Accepting the position, he removed to this city where he has since had 
charge of their affairs, conducting the same in a most able and satisfactory 
manner. He is a man of good business and executive ability and is prompt 
and faithful in the discharge of any duty devolving upon him. 

At Memphis, Tennessee, May 17, 1908, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Smith to Miss Eleanore Hope Iseman, a native of Chicago and a daughter of 
Samuel Iseman, and they now have a little daughter, Alice, born in Danville, 
March 13, 1910. Politically Mr. Smith is affiliated with the republican party 
and religiously holds membership in the Church of Christ. He is a great lover 
of baseball and all outdoor sports and in these finds his chief source of recreation. 

THOMAS B. WILLIAMS. 

Thomas B. Williams, a well known and leading resident of Sidell, now holds 
the officer of postmaster and is likewise the editor of the Side11 Journal. His 
birth occurred in Highland county, Ohio, on the 14th of August, 1857, his parents 
being John and Nancy (Corby) Williams. The father was born in Brown 
county, Ohio, in 1812, while the mother first opened her eyes to the light of day 
in Pocahontas county, West Virginia, in 1826. The paternal grandfather of our 
subject, who was of Scotch origin, participated in the war of 1812. In 1864 
John Williams removed westward with his family, locating on a farm in Edgar 
county, Illinois. Following his arrival in this state he resided in Edgar and 
Coles counties until the time of his wife's death, after which he made his home 
with a daughter in Bloomington, there passing away at the age of seventy-five 
years. 

Thomas B. Williams received but a limited education in his youthful years 
and after attaining his majority he determined to continue his studies in order 
that he migh,t be better equipped for the practical and responsible duties of life. 
Therefore he worked a t  farm labor during the summer months and in the winter 
seasons attended the Tuscola high school, his classmates being children o i  twelve 
years of age. Subsequently he took up the profession of teaching. thus obtain- 
ing the funds that made it possible for him to pursue a course in the State Nor- 
mal School at Bloomington. H e  attended that institution for four terms, doing 
odd jobs in order to help defray his expenses. For twenty years he was actively 
identified with educational interests as an instructor, acting as principal of the 
Broadwell schools for two years, as principal of the New Holland schools for 
nine years and as grammar room teacher of the Sidell schools for four years. 
During a period of five years he taught in the district schools. In IF he pur- 
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chased the newspaper plant in Sidell and for four years followed teaching in 
connection with his editorial duties. He still owns the Sidell Journal and con- 
ducts the paper in accordance with the most modern and progressive ideas of 
journalism. On the 4th of February, I@, he was appointed postmaster of 
Sidell, taking charge of the office on the 1st of March following, since which 
time he has proven a most efficient incumbent in the position. 

On the 4th of August, 1886, Mr. Williams was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna Lucas, of Douglas county, Illinois, by whom he has three children, namely: 
Ernest C., second lieutenant in the United States marine corps, who is now 
located in Washington, D. C. ; Lulu Hazel, a graduate of the Sidell high school, 
who is now a sophomore in the University of Illinois; and Genevieve, who is a 
student in the Sidell high school. On the 5th of January, 1907, at Danville, 
Ernest C. Williams enlisted in the marine corps as a private and in November, 
1908, passed his examination for promotiori, being appointed second lieutenant 
on the 4th of February, 1909. He carried a gun for only two months and did 
actual duty, while at the end of six months he was m d e  a corporal and within 
a year had become a sergeant. In two years' time he had received his commis- 
sion as second lieutenant, winning the tenth highest grade in a class of two hun- 
dred and ten, two hundred and four of whom were college graduates and only 
four of whom were from the ranks. He had left high school when sixteen years 
of age and worked in his father's newspaper office until the time of his enlist- 
ment. At present he is stationed at the Wasliington navy yard. 

Mr. Williams is a republican in politics and a well known worker in the 
local ranks of the party, having repeatedly served as central committeeman. 
Fraternally he is identified with Sidell Lodge, No. 798, A. F. & -A. M.; Sidell 
Lodge, No. 225, I. 0. 0. F.; and the Modem Woodmen of America. Both he 
and his wife belong to the Christian church and exemplify its teachings in their 
daily lives. He is a representative of that class of men whose history will ever 
be of interest-men who have rmde their own way in the world, depending upon 
their own resources and working upward by reason of force of character and 
determined and laudable ambition. 

HAMILTON C. FINLEY. 

Hamilton C. Finley, numbered among the most enterprising, far-sighted and 
successful business men of Hoopeston, where he is now engaged in the grain 
trade. is also mayor of the city and as its chief executive officer is actuated by 
spirit of unfaltering loyalty and devotion to the public welfare. The high regard 
entertained for him by his fellowmen has its root in his sterling qualities of char- 
acter which find expression in his reliability in business as well as his progressive- 
ness in citizenship. 

Mr. Finley was burn in Benton county, Indiana, September 13, 1857. His 
father, Robert Finley, was born near Belfast, Ireland, and was of Scotch-Irish 
lineage. He came to America in 1850, settling first in Indianapolis, after which 
he removed to Benton county, Indiana, where he lived until 1880. In that year 
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he took up his abode on a farm near Hoopeston and devoted ten years to gen- 
eral agricultural pursuits. He then left the farm and lived retired in Hobpeston 
until called to the home beyond. His death occured November 16, 1908. His 
wife, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth BerIey, also came of Scotch-Irish 
ancestry. They were married in Ireland and the death of Mrs. Finley occurred 
in Hoopeston about 1890. In their family were fourteen children, of whom 
seven are yet living. 

The common schools of his native county afforded Hamilton C. Finley his 
early educational privileges, while later he spent six months in the high school 
at Oxford, but put aside his text-books at the age of sixteen years. He after- 
ward worked upon his father's farm and for other farmers in the neighborhood 
until twenty-seven years of age, but he felt that the life was a restricted one, 
giving him little opportunity for advancement, and in -4ugust, 1884, he came to 
Hoopeston, where he engaged in the meat business, for during his life upon the 
farm he acquired sufficient knowledge to enable him to undertake this venture. 
He conducted a m a t  market for five years, securing a fair measure of success, 
but at the end of that time he sold out and turned his attention to the purchase 
and shipment of live stock. He made his purchases in Hoopeston and the sur- 
rounding country and shipped to Chicago and Buffalo, New York. He was also 
identified with that business for five years. In  1891 he extended his efforts to 
the grain trade, with which he became connected at Hoopeston and at Cheney- 
ville, operating under the name of the Cheneyville Elevator Company at the 
latter place and the Farmers Elevator Conlpany at Hoopeston. He became sec- 
retary and manager of the Cheneyville company and president of the Farmers 
Elevator Company. In 1Sg6 the former company dissolved and in 1905 the 
Farmers Elevator Company was merged with the Illinois Lumber, Grain & Coal 
Company, of which Mr. Finley is the president and mlanager. This company is 
conducting an1 extensive and satisfactory business, handling lumber, grain, lime 
and coal. They are among the foremost representatives of these lines of trade 
not only in Hoopeston but in this section of the state, having secured an exten- 
sive patronage which m k e s  their undertaking a very profitable one. In 1898 
Mr. Finley also engaged in general contracting, his operations extending to all 
parts of the state, while in Hoopeston he has paved more than two-thirds of the 
streets. His splendid business ability is manifest in his successful conduct of 
these various enterprises. He is a man of resolute spirit and what he undertakes 
he carries forward to successful completion. He possessed unfaltering energy 
and allows no obstacle or difficulty to brook his path if such can be overcome by 
determination and honorable purpose. 

In the meantime Mr. Finley has filled various local offices. In the spring of 
1890 he was elected tax collector of Hoopeston and of the township, filling the 
position for two years. He was member of the school board for twelve years, 
from 1892 until 1904, and is the present mayor of Hoopeston, having been 
elected in 1909 for a two years' term. His administration of the office has helped 
to m&e Hoopeston the model city that it is today. Throughout the period of 
his residence here his influence has always been a factor on the side of progress 
and improvement and in the administration of financial duties he has brought 
to bear the same careful and enterprising spirit which he has manifested in the 
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conduct of his private interests. While a democrat in politics he cannot be 
said to  be a politician in the usually accepted sense of the term. He has filled 
public ofices from the sense of duty and his loyalty therein stands as an unques- 
tioned fact in his career. 

On the 7th of December, 1884, Mr. Finley was married to Miss Jenette 
Atkinson, a daughter of Harvey Atkinson, and a native of Ohio. They have one 
child, Fay, born January 8, 1887. Mr. and Mrs. Finley hold membership in the 
Universalist church and for twenty-eight years he has been a faithful member 
.of the Masonic fraternity. He is identified with the Comimercial Club of 
Hoopeston and in his life there has ever been maintained an even balance be- 
tween his business and his public activities, his acts and his motives. His is 
indeed an honorable and creditable record, for he started out in life empty- 
handed and has depended upon his own resources for advancement. His 
progress is due to the fact that he has made wise use of his opportunities, not 
fearing that laborious attention to detail which is so necessary to success in any 
field. 

WILLIAM T. PANKEY. 

William T. Pankey, a worthy and successful representative of the profes- 
sional interests of Vermilion county, has been engaged in the practice of law 
in Danville since 1900. H e  claims Illinois as his native state, his birth occur- 
ring in Greene county on the 24th of November, 1862. His father was Thomas 
L. Pankey, who was a farmer by occupation, but when the Civil war broke out 
-he laid aside all personal interests and enlisted in the army, being in the ser- 
vice for three years. He was a member of the Ninety-first Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry and died while home on a furlough at the early age of twenty-six 
years. He, too, was a native of Greene county, Illinois, but the mother of our 
subject was born in Alabama. The Pankey family is of French origin and 
was founded in America by the Huguenots who, on account of religious per- 
secution, came to America about 1700. They landed in New York but later 
went south and the grandfather of our subject was born in North Carolina. 
I n  1820 he came to 111inois and settled in Greene county, at which time there 
was only one person living between their home and the settlements north of 
the Sangamon river to  Alton. The state at that time was divided into only five 
counties and the region round about was an unbroken wilderness. With its 
development and upbuilding the family has now been actively identified for al- 
most a century. 

During his boyhood, William T. Pankey attended the common schools of 
Greene and Macoupin counties and later entered the Lincoln University, from 
which he was graduated in 1886 with the degree of Ph. B., and he has since 
secured the degree of Ph. M., from his alma mater. Choosing the legal pro- 
fession as his life work, he studied toward that end and on his admission to 
the bar, located in Palrnyra, where he was engaged in general practice for sev- 
eral years. H e  then removed to Watseka, this state, where he followed his 
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profession from 1890 to 1900 and then came to Danville, which has since been 
the scene of his labors. Here he has built up a large and lucrative practice 
and is now numbered among the prominent attorneys of the city. 

On the 23rd of June, 1886, in Fairmount, Illinois, Mr. Pankey was united 
in marriage to Miss Eva F. Dougherty, a daughter of James M. Dougherty. 
Her parents were early settlers of Fairmount and both are now deceased. Mr. 
and Mrs. Pankey now have three children: Loyette I., who was born December 
21, r887, and is now the wife of Curtis G. Redden, an attorney of Danville; 
Dwight M., born July 17, 1890; and Thomas Lorton, born June 6, 1900. 

At the polls Mr. Pankey usually supports the men and measures of the 
republican party but has never been an aspirant for political honors. H e  was, 
however, called upon to serve as master in chancery of Iroquois county, being 
elected to that office in 1898 for a term of two years. Religiously he holds 
membership in the Presbyterian church. H e  is a man of easy dignity, frank and 
cordial in address, possessing that confidence and courage which rightly come 
from conscientious personal ability, a right conception of things and habitual 
regard for what is best in the exercise of human activities. H e  is one of Dan- 
ville's respected and progressive citizens, well deserving of mention among the 
representative residents of Vermilion county. 

WALTER E. WINN. 

Walter E. Winn, now serving as city engineer of Danville, claims Alabama 
as his native state, his birth occurring in Dallas county, on the 28th of Decem- 
ber, 1871. His mother, who bore the maiden name of Eliza Ellerbe, died in 
1879, but his father, Dr. Henry J. Winn, is still living and is today a leading 
physician and surgeon of Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

Reared and educated in the south, Walter E. Winn attended the public 
schools of Alabama and later the University of Virginia at Charlottesville, that 
state, where he pursued an engineering course and was graduated in 1892. 
Having received a good practical training in his chosen profession, he then took 
up the practice of engineering near Birmingham, Alabarm, but in January, 
1896, removed to St. Louis, Missouri, where he became associated with various 
railroads, including the Frisco, Cotton Belt and Missouri Pacific. He was prin- 
cipally engaged in the construction of new lines through the states and territor- 
ies of the southwest, but May 20, 1905, he came to Danville as superiqtendent 
of construction for Hegeler Brothers, building their zinc smelting works south 
of the city. In July, 1907, he opened an office in Danville as consulting engin- 
eer and continued to carry on business along that line until appointed city 
engineer by Mayor Platt on the 8th of June, 1909. He has since filled that 
position to the entire satisfaction of all concerned and well deserves the public 
trust that has been reposed in him. 

On the 2gth of June, 1898, in St. Louis, was celebrated the marriage of 
Mr. Winn and Miss Emma Frances Coulter, a daughter of W. Frank and 
Emma Coulter, natives of New Hampshire. While living in the east the father 
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served as editor on the New York World for a time, but at an early day re- 
moved to St. Louis, where he and his wife now reside. Mr. and Mrs. Winn 
have four children, as follows: Frances Clare, born in St. Louis, June 6, 1899; 
Eliza Ellerbe, born in St. Louis, February 5. 1903; Walter Coulter, born in 
Danville, August 29, 1905; and Jane Van Voorhees, born in Aberdeen, Missis- 
sippi, May 2, 1909. 

When a young man Mr. Winn served as a member of the Alabama State 
Militia during the years 1892 and 1894 and while in college became a member 
of the Beta Theta Pi, a Greek letter fraternity. In religious faith he is an 
Episcopalian and today is a member of the Industrial Club. Politically he is 
a stanch advocate of the principles of the democratic party and never with- 
holds his support from any enterprise which he believes will advance the moral, 
intellectual or material welfare of the community in which he resides. H e  has 
the gift of easily making friends and, although his residence in Danville is of 

- short duration, he has already become widely and favorably known. 

LILBURN 

I t  has often been said that. of all religious denominations the Quakers ap- 
proach the nearest in precept and practice to the teachings of the great Master. 
The simple teachings of the Friends appeal to many persons who are not moved 
by the more complex belief of other denorriinations, and the lives of many 
members of the Friends church are even more effective than a whole library 
of books or many professions of religion. To this belief Lilburn B. Ellis, a 
well known farmer of Elwood township, now deceased, gave his adherence 
and his life was in an important degree controlled by his religious faith. He 
was born in Elwood township, January 29, 1864, and was a son of Henry T. 
and Rachel Ellis. H e  grew up on the farm, being required to perform many 
of the farm duties, and thus by the time he reached his majority he had gained 
a general knowledge of agricultural pursuits. He attended the district schools 
and later, having shown a decided inclination for study, was sent to college and 
thus secured an education that opened to his mind many avenues unknown to 
one who is restricted in his training to the common schools. 

At twenty-nine years of age Mr. Ellis took to himself a partner for life and 
began farming upon his own account, renting a place for four years. Hav- 
ing acquired by his industry and good management a small capital, he pur- 
chased forty acres of the George Buell farm in Elwood township, which he 
improved and disposed of at the close of three years, purchasing eighty acres on 
section 34, the same township, where he established his home. Gradually he 
increased his acreage until his farm comprised one hundred and forty acres 
and became known as one of the most productive places in the neighborhood. 
H e  erected a handsome residence and improved the farm by setting out an 
orchard of ten acres, now one of the finest in this part of the county. Here he 
planted apple, peach and plum trees, which in this region yield abundantly. 
He also engaged profitably in the raising and feeding of hogs and in all of 
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his farm operations displayed an ability that indicated thorough knowledge of 
- his calling. He  was happy in his work and always applied the best known 

methods, securing results which almost invariably are experienced wherever good 
judgment is shown. 

On October I, 1893, Mr. Ellis was happily united in marriage to Miss Effa 
M. Hawkins, who was born in Elwood township, January 31, 1871, m d  is a 
daughter of Joseph C. and Phoebe (Moon) Hawkins, the former a native of 
Indiana and the latter of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins came to Vermilion 
county previous to the Civil war and resided here for many years. The father 
is now living in Indiana but the mother departed this life in 1896. Sixteen 
children were born to them? of whom eleven are now living and are all married. 
Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Ellis: Rosalie, Francis M., deceased; 
Emily R., Helen, James W., Garnet, and Gertrude. 

Mr. Ellis was called from earthly scenes October 31, 1909, being then forty- 
five years of age and in the prime of an active and useful life. His departure 
was the occasion of sincere regret throughout the community of which he was 
all his life a member and where he was most esteemed by those who were best 
acquainted with his many admirable qualities. His body reposes in Pilot Grove 
cemetery. As stated above, he was a member of the Friends church and to that 
denomination Mrs. Ellis has for many years been closely identified. The farm 
so carefully cultivated and thoroughly improved by her husband, is now her 
home and here the mother and children are provided with every desirable com- 
fort and convenience through the thoughtful care of one who never considered 
any inconvenience or labor too great if it would advance the welfare of his 
family. As an upright citizen Mr. Ellis will not soon be forgotten, but as a 
loving husband and father he is enshrined in the hearts that through life will 
always regard his memory with increasing respect and veneration. 

JAMES SLOAN. 

There is no life record in this volume which indicates more clearly the value 
of earnest, persistent effort, close application and thorough reliability than that 
of James Sloan, now deceased, who by the exercise of those qualities, worked 
his way steadily upward from a very obscure position in the business world to 
one of responsibility, and at the same time developed those qualities which made 
him a valuable servant in public office and a leader of public opinion. He  was 
born in Joliet, Will county, Illinois, March 31, 1851, a son of Samuel add Mary 
(Campbell) Sloan, both of whom were born in Canada but have now departed 
this life. While living in his native country the father followed the occupation 
of farming but spent his last days in retirement in Joliet. 

James Sloan was one of a family of nine children. At the usual age he 
entered the public schools of Joliet and therein pursued his studies to the age of 
fifteen years when he put aside his text-books and sought a position which would 
enable him to be independent of parental aid for a livelihood. He was fikst 
employed at farm labor and in May, 1868, he accepted the position of water boy 
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with the Chicago & Alton Railroad. For a quarter of a century he remained irr 
railroad service, gradually working his way upward, his capability, industry and 
fidelity bringing him advancement froml time to time until, after serving as 
laborer, section foreman and road master, he was made gemrd road master. He 
remained with the Chicago & Alton Railroad for a short time only, and on the 24th 
of November, 1868, became connected with the constmction of the Peoria, Pekin 
& Jacksonville Railroad, his duties in that comection claiming his attention until 
June 23, I@. H e  was afterward with the Indiana, Bloornington & Western, 
now a part of the Big Four system, entering that employ in connection with the 
construction work. On the completion of the road on the 19th of December, 
1870, he took charge of a section as foreman and served as such until OctGber 
3, 1875, when he was made road master in charge of the Peoria division, acting 
in that capacity until the 15th of November, 1878. At the latter date he was 
made general road master of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, with office 
in Danville. He remained with that road until March 31, 1890, when he re- 
signed and took charge of the Clover Leaf Railroad with offices in East St. Louis, 
but remained with that company only until the 3d of May, 1890, when he resigned 
and accepted a similar position with the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, between 
La Fayette, Indiana, and Peoria, Illinois, with headquarters at Paxton. Election 
to office recalled him to Danville, where his remaining days were passed. 

From the time that age conferred upon Mr. Sloan the right oi franchise he 
gave unfaltering allegiance to the republican party, believing that its principles 
contained the best elements of good government. H e  sought its success along 
legitimate lines and was recognized as one of the local party leaders. In 1884 
he was elected to represent the second ward in the city council of Danville, and 
filled the office for two terms. Endorsement of his faithful service as alderman 
came to him in 1887 when he was elected mayor of the city. His term as chief 
executive was characterized by many needed reforms and improvements and was 
altogether a most businesslike and progressive administration. In April, 1893, 
while residing in Paxton, he was again elected mayor of Danville and returned 
to the city to enter upon the duties of the office, which he acceptably discharged 
for another term. On the 5th of December, 1894, he was appointed deputy 
sheriff and acted in that capacity for four years, when in 1898 he was elected 
sheriff for a similar period. H e  was prompt and fearless in the discharge of 
his duties and retired from offce as he had entered it-with the confidence and 
regard of all those citizens who hdd  themselves amenable to all. He was known 
in business circles as one of the directors of the Vermilion County Building 
Association. 

On the 17th of September, 1873, occurred the marriage of Mr. Sloan and 
Miss Lucinda Stone, a native of Pekin, Tazewell county, Illinois. As the years 
passed they became the parents of eight children: Lucinda, who died in child- 
hood; Minnie, now the wife of 0. D. Ehlicher, a druggist of Pekin; James, who 
married Frances McReynolds, of Danville, and is now engaged as one of Presi- 
dent Taft's bodyguard; Ellen; Henry, who married Esther Toby and is engaged 
in the confectionery business in Danville; Will; Lulu; and Florence. 

The death of the husband and father occurred on the 20th of May, I-, 

and in his passing Vermilion county mourned the loss of one whose fidelity and 
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progressive spirit made him a most valuable citizen. He was prominent in 
Masonry, holding membership in the lodge, chapter and comuandery in Dan- 
ville, while in Chicago he was a member of Oriental Consistory and Medinah 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He also held membership with the Knights of 
Pythias, the Elks, the Odd Fellows and the Road Masters Association of Arner- 
ica and of the last named served as vice president for three or four terms- 
National advancement and local progress were both causes dear to his heart 
and every movement that tended to promote the welfare and upbuilding of Dan- 
ville received his hearty endorsement and loyal support. He made friends 
wherever he went and his genial disposition and cordial spirit gained for him 
popularity and w a r n  regard. 

CHARLES T. YEOMAKS. 

Charles T. Yeomans has been actively and successfully identified with the 
commercial interests of Danville as a hardware merchant for almost four decades 
and is accounted one of the leading business men of the city. His birth oc- 
curred in Wyoming county, New York, on the zrst of January, 1846, his parents 
being the Rev. N. T. and Frances (Bush) Yeomans. The father was a minister 
of the Congregational church and for many- years preached the gospel in west- 
ern New York. H e  came to Danville, Illinois, in 1877 but died the following 
year, passing away at the home of our subject at the age of sixty-seven, His 
wife, a native of New Hampshire, died in the state of New York in 1872. 

Charles T. Yeomans obtained his education in the public schools of the 
Empire state and subsequently clerked for some time in a drug store of Brock- 
port, New York. He next spent five years as a bookkeeper in Chicago, Illinois, 
and in 1871 came to Danville. Here he formed a partnership with A. L. Web- 
ster for the conduct of a hardware store, beginning business on a small scale in 
the east room of his present extensive establishment on West Main street. 
When the partnership was dissolved in 1875 Mr. Yeomans became associated 
with W. E. Shedd and they conducted the enterprise with mutual pleasure and 
profit until the latter passed away in September, ~ g q .  Since that time Mr. 
Yeomans has been the manager of the business and enjoys a large and lucra- 
tive trade as a dealer in hardware. 

In 1878, at Danville, R4r. Yeomans was united in marriage to Miss Kate 
L. Le Seure, a daughter of Victor Le Seure, of the firm of V. & P. Le Seure, 
who were numbered among the earliest merchants of Danville, conducting a 
general store on the corner which is now occupied by Mr. Yeomans' establish- 
ment. Our subject and his wife have three children. Victor, who is now as- 
sociated with his father in business, was educated in the public schools of Dam 
ville and in Lake Forest College. N. Tracy, who enjoyed the same educational 
advantages as his brother, is now in the service of the Belden Manufacturing 
Company of Chicago. Minnette, the youngest child, attended the Bradford 
Seminary in Massachusetts. After completing their studies all of the children 
were sent on a European trip, thus being afforded an opportunity t o  gain the 
culture and knowledge acquired by travel in foreign lands. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



548 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

Mr. Yeornans acts as an elder in the First Presbyterian church and has 
been clerk of sessions for twenty-five years. He is likewise treasurer of the 
home &=ion committee of the presbytery and synod. He is not active in poli- 
tics btit is nevertheless a most loyal and public-spirited citizen. His salient 
charact~xistics are such as have gained for him the friendly regard and good 
will of all with whom he has been associated through either business or  social 
relations, and he is well entitled to a foremost place among the representative 
and respected residents of Danville. 

HARRY J. WALZ. 

Harry J. Walz was throughout the period of his residence in Danville a pop- 
ular citizen, having a circle of friends almost coextensive with the circle of his 
acquaintance. His business policy gained him the respect of all with whom he 
came in contact, while his cordial spirit and genial disposition won him the 
friendship of those whom he met in social circles. 

Mr. Walz was born in Danville in 1864, a son of George Walz, a native of 
Wurtemberg, Germany, born October I, 1830. The grandfather, Martin Walz, 
was a farmer of that country and George Walz was reared upon the home farm, 
where he remained until sixteen years of age. H e  then began learning the 
cabinet-maker's trade near his father's home and on attaining his majority en- 
listed for service in the German army, with which he was connected for three 
years. In 1854 he came to America, landing at New York city with but a very 
limited capital. He believed, however, that the opportunities of the new world 
were superior to those furnished in the fatherland, and he never had occasion 
to regret his emigration to the United States. He worked at his trade at dif- 
ferent times in New York; Philadelphia; Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania; St. 
Louis, Missouri; and in Pike county, Illinois. I t  was in Williamsport, that 
he first engaged in the furniture business on his oprg account. 

Mr. Walz came to Danville in 1864 and here established a furniture store, 
the stock of which he gradually increased to meet the growing demands of 
his trade, keeping at all times in touch with the latest improvements in this 
line. His business gradually advanced until after fourteen years he ranked 
among the leading merchants of the city. H e  also conducted an extensive un- 
dertaking business in addition to the sale of furniture. 

In 1864, in Danville, George Walz was united in marriage to Miss Fredericka 
Steele, of Germany, who was brought to America in her childhood days. Unto 
'Mr. and Mrs. George Walz there were born three sons and two daughters, the 
brothers of our subject being Albert and George, both residents of Danville, 
while the sisters are: Mrs. C. T. Woolsey, of this city; and Mrs. George Renking, 
of Owensboro, Kentucky. 

Harry Walz pursued his education in the schools of Danville and early 
learned the undertaking business with his father. In 1892 he became his fathers's 
partne:. in business and five years later succeeded to the business as sole pro- 
prietor. Although only a young man at the time, he soon established a large 
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and growing trade, being accorded an extensive patronage that indicated the 
confidence reposed in him as a business man. He was courteous to everybody 
and was therefore well liked, and he succeeded because of his kindness of 
heart and his frankness of manner. During his last illness his wife took hold 
of the business and since his death has carried it on successfully. She was ever 
a faithful helpmate to him and assisted him in his various business projects 
and encouraged him in all that he undertook. 

On the 9th of June, 1888, Mr. Walz was united in marriage in Danville to 
Miss Ethel F. Church, a daughter of G. IV. F. and Sarah E. (Jones) Church, 
of South Hazel, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Walz became the parents of one child, 
Marie M. 

In his political views Mr. Walz was an earnest republican and kept well in- 
formed on the questions and issues of the day. His fraternal relations were 
with the Red Men, the Eagles and the Northcott Camp of Modem Woodmen of 
America. H e  likewise belonged to the Royal Neighbors, the Loyal Americans, the 
Liederkranz, the Fraternal Tribunes, the Danville Foresters and other benevolent 
associations. He was true to the basic teachings of all of those organizations 
and was ever found loyal in his different relations of life, being devoted in 
friendship, progressive in citizenship and unfaltering in his efforts to promote 
the happiness of his wife and child. 

At the age of seventy-two Alfred H. Trego is still a most active factor in 
the business life of Hoopeston. The exercise of effort has kept him alert and 
he belongs to that class of men who grow strong mentally and morally as the 
years pass by, giving out of their rich stores of wisdom and experience for the 
benefit of others as well as for the advancement of individual interests. The 
milestones along his life pathway have been inscribed with the word labor, and 
through the intelligent direction of his effort he has reached a position of dis- 
tinction of which any man might be proud and yet the most envious cannot 
grudge him his success so worthily has it been won and so honorably used. 

Pennsylvania claims Alfred H. Trego among her native sons, his birth hav- 
ing occurred in Wrightstown, Bucks county, June 16, 1838. He comes of 
Quaker ancestry, his parents being Curtis D. and Mary (Gilbert) Trego, who 
were likewise natives of the Keystone state, the father there aevoting his at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits. In 1843 he started with his family for the 
middle west, traveling in a covered wagon to Mercer county, Illinois, where he 
established his home upon a farm. In 1856 he removed to Galesburg, his primary 
object being to provide his children with better educational opportunities. For 
several years he carried on a grocery store there and during the period of the 
Civil war was engaged in purchasing horses for the post at Gallatin, Tennessee. 
Subsequently he resided for some time at Orion, Henry county, Illinois, but 
the last ten years of his life were spent iri Cass county, Iowa, where both he 
and his wife passed .away. Their family numbered nine children : Elizabeth, 
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now deceased; Alfred H.; Jacob R., of Cass county, Iowa; Helen R., the wife 
of Joseph Engel, of the same county; Letitia, the wife of A. Clark, of Earl- 
ham, Iowa; Lavinia, the wife of D. D. Hall, of Omaha, Nebraska; Fred, of 
Cass county, Iowa; Frank, who died in Galesburg, Illinois; and Emma, who 
passed away in Henry county, this state. 

Alfred H. Trego was only five years of age when the family made the over- 
land journey to Mercer county. His early experiences were those which usually 
fall to the lot of all farmer boys and his preliminary education was acquired in 
the district schools. Following the removal to  Galesburg he continued his educa- 
tion in Lombard College of that city, from which he was graduated in June, 
1862. In the following month, at the age of twenty-four years, he offered his 
services to the government, joining Company C of the One Hundred and Second 
Illinois Infantry under Captain Frank Shedd and Colonel McMurty. He served 
until honorably discharged in June, 1865, doing active duty in Kentucky and 
Tennessee and participating in the campaign when Cincinnati was threatened. 
He was afterwards stationed at Gallatin, Tennessee, where he served as aid-de- 
camp to General E. A. Paine, there continuing until April, 1864, when he joined 
Sherman's forces at Chattanooga and owing to the absence of his captain on 
detached duty took command of the company as first lieutenant. He served 
throughout the Atlanta campaign until the city was captured and later was 
made adjutant general of the First Brigade of the Third Division of the Twen- 
tieth Army Corps commanded by General Hooker. With that rank he served 
on the march to sea in the campaign to  Savannah and from that point marched 
through the Cadinas and on to Washington, being mustered out in June, 1865. 
He was wounded three times. 

After the close of the war Mr. Trego returned to Galesburg but soon after- 
ward removed to Rock Island, Illinois, where he engaged in the retail grocery 
business with his father for a year. At the end of that time he went to Chicago, 
where he was employed for a brief period as bookkeeper in a commission house 
and in 1867 established a produce commission business on his own account on 
South Water street. H e  was meeting with success when in October, 1871, 
his business was destroyed in the general conflagration which swept over the 
city and he lost therein. While he carried a good insurance the companies 
were only able to pay ten cents on the dollar. His losses left him so near 
penniless that he was forced to seek empIoyment and secured a position as 
dock laborer at a dollar and a half per day, devoting his time to sorting lumber 
for six months. The firm by which he was employed then gave him a position 
as shipping clerk and he remained with the firm and their successors until 
1877, when he came to Hoopeston. His experience in Chicago had thoroughly 
acquainted him with the lumber trade and he established a lumberyard in this 
city, mostly upon borrowed capital. H e  was very energetic toward the develop- 
ment and upbuilding of the business and in a short time discharged his financial 
obligations. H e  continued in the lumber business until 1888, realizing a hand- 
some profit through that period and extended the scope of his enterprise by 
establishing branch yards at Wellington, Illinois, and at Ambia, Indiana. In 
the meantime he became engaged in the canning business, associated with J. S. 
McFerren and A. T. Catherwood, the latter now deceased. In 1886 the pre- 
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sent business, the Hoopeston Canning Company, was established, beginning 
operations on a small scale. During the first' season they canned from thirty 
to forty thousand cases and their present capacity is from one hundred and 
seventy-five to two hundred thousand cases, while some seasons they can as 
high as two hundred and twenty thousand cases, employing during the season 
from three to four hundred people. Since 1890 Mr. Trego has had the man- 
agement of the.business and the trade extends throughout the United States, 
this being the largest corn canning factory in the country. Between twenty 
and twenty-five hundred acres of their own are devoted to the raising of corn 
and they purchase the corn produced in this section for miles around. The 
present year, 1910, they will can the product from about thirty-six hundred 
acres, amounting to about six million cans. The growth of this mammoth en- 
terprise is attributable in large measure to the business ability, executive force 
and administrative direction of Mr. Trego. He was one of the eight organizers 
of the Union Can Company in 1894 and in 1900 this was merged into the Ameri- 
can Can Company, of which he is a stockholder. Of the former organization 
he was the president. He is also a director of the First National Bank and 
the president of the Hoopeston Horse Nail Company. H e  is equal owner 
with Mr. McFerren in seventeen hundred acres in Grant township, Vermilion 
county. His real-estate holdings likewise include Chicago pr-rty and eighty- 
five lots in Hoopeston, and he is president of the Illinois Cuban Land Com- 
pany, owning twenty thousand acres near Santiago, Cuba. H e  is likewise 
president of the Cuba Cattle Company and of the St. Helen's Ore Mill & Power 
Company, and his sound judgement and enterprising spirit have constituted an 
impetus for successful management in all those concerns with which he is 
connected. 

The attractive home life of Mr. Trego had its beginning in his marriage in 
Chicago, in October, 1868, to Miss Frances C. Reed, a native of Fulton county, 
Illinois. They became the parents of five sons and three daughters: Charles 
H., who is now living in Texas; Carrie G., deceased; Edward F., who is con- 
nected with the canning company; Walter; Sidney Reed, deceased; Gilbert C. ; 
and two who died in infancy. The wife and mother passed away April 27, 
1897. Mr. Trego was again married on the 8th of November,  goo, when Miss 
Florence Honywell of Hoopeston became his wife. She is a native of Logans- 
port, Indiana, and a daughter of Alba Honywell, of whom extended mention 
is made elsewhere in this volume. 

While Mr. Trego has conducted business interests of mammoth propor- 
tions he has never been unmindful of the duties of citizenship, and Hoopeston 
has profited much by his cooperation in movements instituted for her unbuild- 
ing. His political allegiance has always been given to the republican party and 
although he is not now an active worker in its ranks his influence is always on 
the side of those principles and projects which he believes are essential -elements 
in good government. In former years he has served in local offices, represent- 
ing his ward on the board of aldermen, and at the time the waterworks system of 
Hoopeston was inaugurated he was filling the office of chief executive of the 
city. He is now president of the Hoopeston Public Library, belongs to the 
Hoopeston Literary Club, is a trustee of Lombard College at Galesburg, Illinois, 
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and is. secretary of the board of trustees of Greer College. In Masonry he has 
attained the Knight Ternplar degree and belongs to the Grand Anny post, of 
which he was the first commander, serving in that office for a number of years. 

In  religious faith Mr. Trego is a Universalist and for more than a third 
of a century served as superintendent of the Sunday school. For long years 
he was chairman of the board of trustees of the church, has been one of its 
most liberal contributors to its support and has given equally of time and labor 
for the benefit of the church. He has been a splendid figure on the stage of 
action in Hmpeston and many activities, material, intellectual and moral have 
been quickened by his touch. 

ROCHESTER SANDUSKY. 

The name of Sandusky is well known in Vermilion county. It  represents 
a noted family which has been closely identified with eastern and central Illinois 
for nearly eighty years and is synonymous with prosperity in all departments 
of farming, especially in the breeding of live stock. Members of the family 
introduced the first carload of shorthorn cattle in Vermilion county as early 
as 1862. The family has also bred some of the most celebrated racing horses 
of the country and the name is known wherever lovers of pure blooded horses 
are to be found. In  addition to paying great attention to the breeding of cattle 
and horses the Sanduskys have accomplished a great deal in the introduction of 
the best strains of swine, poultry and Merino sheep, thus raising the standard 
of live stock in the state and developing a taste for the higher graded animals, 
which is always an encouraging sign of advancement in any agricultural com- 
munity. 

Rochester Sandusky was born on the farm where he now lives, October 
18, 1853. He is the son of William Sandusky, a record of whom appears else- 

- where in this work, and Mary E. (Baum) Sandusky. The Sandusky family 
receives its name from a progenitor who came to America from Poland as an 
exile previous to the Revolutionary war. The name was originally Sodowsky, 
but the Anglicized spelling was adopted and has been retained by nearly all 
the members of the family to the present time. One of the early progenitors 
was killed by the Indians in northern Ohio and the bay of Sandusky and the 
city of Sandusky received their names from this brave pioneer. William San- 
dusky came to Vermilion county with his parents when he was three years of 
age and became one of its most prominent agriculturists and stockmen. To  
him and his wife five children were born: Sarah J., who died at two years 
of age; Caroline, the wife of James Snapp; Rochester, of this review; Adeline, 
the wife of Thompson McMillan, of Danville, Illinois; and Belle, the wife of 
William H. James, of Rossville, Illinois. The father departed this life after 
a long and highly successful career, January 24, 1910, and will be remembered 
as a pioneer who worthily assisted in the great work of redeeming the wilder- 
ness to the use and permanent occupation of man. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 555 

Rochester Sandusky grew up upon the farm and acquired his education in 
the public schmls, later pursuing a course of study at Bryant & Stratton Busi- 
ness College, Chicago. From his early boyhood he exhibited a decided talent 
for agricultural pursuits and for many years he has been closely associated 
with his father in farming and stock-raising, the business being carried on 
under the title of William Sandusky & Son, the subject of this review having 
charge of the breeding of horses, and in this respect he gained an enviable repu- 
tation among the best horse breeders of the country and developed his busi- 
ness upon an extensive scale. Since the death of his father he has continued 
actively in the same line and is known as a breeder of standard bred trotting 
horses which are being received with great favor in Illinois and other states. 
He was the breeder of Riola and Bourbon, the former with a record of 2:15% 
and the latter with a record of 2 :IS%. Both of these remarkable animals 
were bred and raised entirely under the direction of Mr. Sandusky. For many 
years he and his father were the heaviest cattle feeders in this section of the 
country, feeding as many as eight carloads a year, which they were able to 
deliver at the market in prime condition. The proceds of operations upon the 
farm were largely invested in land and the area was increased from the original 
two hundred and forty acres to eighteen hundred and thirty acres of land as 
valuable as any that is to be found in Vermilion county. This great farm now 
comprises the family estate. Mr. sandusky also owns a tract of fourteen acres 
of land adjoining the town of Georgetown. 

In politics he is identified with the republican party and although he is 
unmarried he has for many years been greatly interested in the public schools 
and for more than twenty-five years has been a member of the school board. 
His reputation as a farmer and scientific breeder extends far beyond the limits 
of Vermilion county and the state of Illinois and by years of industry, integrity 
and close application to all matters pertaining to the advancement of farming 
interests, he has gained the respect and good-will of a host of friends and 
acquaintances. As a breeder Mr. Sandusky has attained a position in the his- 
tory of the development of the standard road horse in America which any 
man might justly envy; his name will always be recognized by lovers of the 
horse as an honored representative of one of the great industries that have 
contributed so largely to the pleasures of farm and city life not only in this 
country but in all the civilized countries of the world. 

RAY FORREST BARNETT. 

Although one of the younger representatives of the legal fraternity in Ver- 
milion county, Ray Forrest Barnett has already met with enviable success in 
his chosen profession. H e  was born on the 15th of April, 1881, near Indianola, 
and belongs to a very old and prominent family of this county, his parents 
being F. Robert and Mary E. (Martin) Barnett. His father was also a native 
of this county, where his grandfather, James Barnett, located at an early day 
in the development of this region, erecting the house where our subject was 
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born and which is today over one hundred years old. The farm which James 
Barnett occupied was inherited by his wife from her father, David Yarnall. 
This place is still in the possession of the family, being now occupied by our 
subject and his brother and sister, who are the fourth generation to live thereon. 
For many years the father was successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits 
but during the lztter part of his life lived retired and on the 7th of July, 1896, 
passed away, honored and respected by all who knew him. His widow is still 
living ana is now a resident of Jamaica, Illinois. In their family were three 
ch.ildren, namely: Daniel E., who was born July 10, 1875, and is now a physi- 
cian engaged in practice at Homer, Indiana; Ray F.; and Ella B., who was 
born April 18, 1877, and is now the wife of J. A. Seybold, owner and manager 
of the Sidell Telephone Company. 

On the old homestead Ray F. Barnett passed the days of his boyhood and 
youth and began his education in the public schools of Indianola, later attend- 
ing the Sideil high school, and also the Ann Arbor high school, from which he 
was graduated with the class of 1903. Desiring to enter the legal profession, 
he then began the study of law at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor 
and was graduated from the law department in 1906 with the degree of LL. B. 
After leaving the university he began practicing at Danville, being first asso- 
ciated with William M. Acton until July, 1907, after which he practiced alone 
for a time, but is now in partnership with J. M. Boyle, having offices at No. 
412-414 Temple building. He has never made a specialty of any department 
of legal work but has engaged in general practice in all of the county, state and 
federal courts. He is a deep student of his profession and although he has 
been in practice for only about four years, he has already succeeded in winning 
a desirable clientage and stands deservedly high in the esteem of his profes- 
sional brethren. In politics he is practically independent, though he favors 
the democracy in national affairs but at local elections endeavors to vote for 
the right man regardless of party. In social as well as professional circles he 
has made a host of warm friends. 

JAMES G. RICE. 

James G. Rice, a well known farmer and breeder of Percheron horses of 
Sidell township, Vermilion county, tvas born in Carter county. Kentucky, Octo- 
ber 23, 1857. He is a son of Daniel and Flora Ann (Jordan) Rice, a record 
of whom appears elsewhere in this work, and he is a descendant on the paternal 
side of stanch English ancestry, some of the earlier members of the family 
in this country being prominently known as pioneers and Indian fighters. James 
Rice, the founder of the family, was an early settler .of Centerville, Ohio, and it 
is said that he lived to be one hundred and thirty years of age, although he 
was entirely blind during the last fourteen years of his life. 

The father of our subject was a native of Kentucky and the mother of 
Greenup county, the same state. She removed with her parents to Lawrence 
county, Kentucky, and was married to Mr. Rice when she was eighteen years 
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of age. Six children were born to them: William J.; Mary E., deceased; Albert 
R. U.; James G.; Edward A; and h u e l ,  deceased. Daniel Rice removed 
his family to this mmty in 1863. He was a valiant soldier for the Union cause, 
enlisting October 21, 1861, in Company D, Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, 
for a period of three years. Having been taken severely ill with measles, he 
was sent home on a furlough in 1863, but returned to his regiment at Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, February 6, 1864. On May 10 following, because of con- 
tinued ill health, he was given an honorable discharge. In  selecting a home for 
his family Mr. Rice visited Arkansas after the close of the war but finally de- 
cided to remain permanently in this county. His first wife having died, he 
married Mrs. Eliza Jane Moore, a daughter of William J. and Susan (Rawling;) 
Robertson. She was a native of Parke county, Indiana, and at seventeen years 
of age was married to William H. Moore. She was the mother of five children 
by her second union: Mary E., Charles A., Millie S., Reuben H. and William 
W. Daniel Rice was reared in the Cumberland mountains of Kentucky and 
became a farmer, attaining a position as one of the most energetic and capable 
agriculturists and stock-raisers in his part of Vermilion county. He was a 
man of sturdy character and of cheerful disposition and was greatly respected 
by his friends and neighbors. He died, sincerely regretted by the entire com- 
munity, January 31, 1908. 

James G. Rice, whose name appears at the head of this review. came to Ver- 
milion county with his parents in 1863. He was reared upon the home farm 
and under his father became thoroughly acquainted with all the details pertain- 
ing to its management. Although the father had little opportunity of obtaining 
an education he was greatly interested in securing a good common-school train- 
ing for his children. James G. Rice remained on the family hondestead until 
1882, when he became associated with his eldest brother, W. J., in buying and 
shipping cattle, in which he continued for one year, when he went to the terri- 
tory of Wyoming. There he was employed on a cattle ranch during the sum- 
mer, but in the fall, believing that more favorable opportunities lay eastward, 
he returned to Vermilion county and began farming upon his own responsibili- 
ties. For two years he lived on the home farm and then removed to his present 
location in Sidell township. He owns eighty acres of well improved land, con- 
stituting the home place, and in conjunction with his sons farms three hundred 
and twenty-five acres, being highly successful in his operations. For a number 
of years he has also been engaged as a breeder of Percheron horses and has 
attained a good reputation in this part of the state as a man of unusual judgKent 
in producing some of the most valuable animals that have been sent out of this 
region. His success in two departments of the farm is an evidence of well di- 
rected thought and patient application of correct principles. 

On April 8, 1885, Mr. Rice was united in marriage to Miss Fraba Jane 
Nugent, a daughter of John Nugent, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in 
this work. Eight children have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Rice: Will- 
iam Waverly, a farmer of Sidell township; Robert Riley, who is associated 
with his father on the farm; and Mary Orletha, John Lester, Edward A*, Dan- 
iel, Albert and Frances, all living at home. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



,558 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

Mr. Rice has since arriving at the age of majority been a supporter of 
the democratic party but has never aspired to political honors. He is an esteemed 
member of Sidell Lodge, No. 798, A. F. & A. M., and his two oldest sons are 
also members of the same organization. Mrs. Rice is affiliated with the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church and is one of its earnest workers. For nearly fifty years 
Mr. Rice has been a resident of this county and in that time he has witnessed 
many great improvements and .has himself assisted materially in bringing about 
the present desirable condition of comfort and refinement which so clearly char- 
acterizes the early years of our present century. The prosperity he enjoys is the 
result mainly of his own industry and enterprise. He is recognized as one of 
the substantial citizens of Vermilion county, fully deserving of the high repu- 
tation he has gained as a worthy representative of the agricultural interests. 

CHARLES F. UHLEIN. 

Charles F. Uhlein, now successfully engaged in the plumbing business in 
Danville, is one of this city's native sons, his birth occurring October 8, 1879. 
His father, Charles Uhlein, was born in Germany, January 28, 1847, and was 
only six years of age when he accompanied his parents on their emigration to 
the new world in 1853, the family taking up their residence in Pennsylvania, 
where they made their home for two years and then came to Danville. Through- 
out the greater part of his life the father has followed railroading and is still 
in active service as an engineer. In early manhood he married Miss Helen 
Schroeder, who was likewise born in Germany, October 23, 1853, and came to 
America in 1869, becoming a resident of Danville on the 1st of May of that year. 
They have become the parents of eight children. Frank J., born September 17, 
1875, is now a priest of the Roman Catholic church and is located at Carbon- 
dale, Illinois. Elizabeth, born May 4, 1877, is the wife of Henry Schroeder, 
a butcher of Danville. Charles F., of this review, is the next of the family. 
Mary, born January g, 1882, died on the 19th of the following March. Louise, 
born July 8, 1883, is at home with her parents. Anna, born July 31, 1885, died 
April 25, 1887. Joseph F., born November 16, 1887, now holds a position in 
the Second National Bank of Danville. Herman J., born August 2, 1890, is 
associated with his brother in the plumbing business, 

Charles F. Uhlein acquired his education in the parochial schools of Dan- 
ville a d  after putting aside his text-books accepted a position as water boy with 
L. W. Straw, one of the pioneer plumbers of this city. He remained in his 
service for the long period of tweIve years, during which time he thoroughly 
learned the plumber's trade and was well fitted to engage in the same line of 
business when, in 1go4, he opened an establishment of his own. Since then he 
has made three removals, each being necessitated by his need of more commo- 
dious quarters. He was first located at No. IOI West Main street, where he 
remained one year, and then removed to No. 11, Walnut street, carrying on 
business there until February, 1910, when he settled at his present location, No. 
212 Vermilion street. Here he has the largest and best equipped establishment 
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of the kind in the city, carrying a large and complete stock, and is able to fill 
any contract that is awarded him. His work has always been of a superior 
order and he is regarded as one of the best plumbers of the city. From the 
start he has been associated with C. F. Burow and the business has always 
been conducted under the firm name of Uhlein & Burow. 

In religious faith Mr. Uhlein is a Roman Catholic and is a mepber of the 
Knights of Columbus and the One Hundred Thousand Club. He is not iden- 
tified with any political organization but casts his vote independent of party, 
endeavoring to support the r r ~ e n  best qualified for office regardless of party ties. 

CLINT TILTON. 

Clint C. Tilton, a newspaper man of Danville, who is now president and 
manager of the company publishing The Danville Press-Democrat, was born 
in Catlin, Illinois, on the 10th of May, 1870, his parents being Samuel R. and 
Lou G. Tilton. His father was one of the pioneer merchants of Catlin, but 
is now living retired. 

In the public schools of that city the son pursued his education, completing 
the high-school course by graduation in 1886. On starting out in life for him- 
self he turned his attention to the printing business and first conducted the 
Catlin Rocket, a weekly newspaper of miniature size. H e  was next employed 
as reporter and printer in various cities, but in 1904 returned to Danville and 
took the management of The Daily Press, then owned by John Beard. In 1908, 
in conjunction with A. R. Lynch, he purchased The Daily Press and The Daily 
Democrat and consolidated them under the caption of The Danville Press- 
Democrat, the first issue appearing March I, 1908. Since the consolidation 
he has been president and manager of the company. The paper is one of the 
leading journals of this part of the state. 

On the 10th of June, 1go5, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Tilton and 
Miss Georgia May Wood, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Wood, of 
Bloomington, Illinois. 

U. 2. GREEN. 

Perhaps no name in all Vermilion county is more widely known in connec- 
tion with stock-raising interests than that of U. 2. Green, nor is his fame con- 
fined merely to the boundaries of this county, for as a breeder of trotting horses 
his stables have produced some of the finest racers in the entire country and 
his entries in various national stock shows have been among the finest displays 
in America. Vermilion county claims him as one of her native sons, his birth 
occurring on the farm which is now his home on the 26th of May, 1874. 

His father, Lewis W. Green, was born in Ohio and came to Vermilion county 
in the early '60s and was here married to Miss Eupharna Jane Sandusky, a native 
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of Vermilion county and a daughter of Abraham Sandusky. Lewis Green, upon 
his arrival in this county, purchased a farm to which he added until his posses- 
sions now aggregate over two thousand acres, constituting him one of the 
largest landowners in his section of the state. His time, however, is given mostly 
to his stock-raising interests, and he is recognized as one of the most extensive 
breeders of trotting horses in the United States. 
U. 2. Green was reared under the parental roof, and he acquired a good 

education in the common schools and in the Vermilion 'Academy, which was 
later supplemented by a thorough course in the Terre Haute Business College. 
His coman~rcial course was pursued with the view of making the banking busi- 
ness his life work, and upon its completion a position awaited him in the Palmer 
National Bank at Danville. He  never entered financial circles, however, for, 
believing that greater success awaited him in agricultural lines, he returned home 
and took up his abode upon his father's Maple Grove ranch, where he engaged 
for several years in the breeding of cattle and fine hogs. Being as it were, "to 
the manner born," his early training upon his father's farm was both thorough 
and comprehensive, and this practical experience, combined with his broad 
business training, well equipped him for the successful conduct of large and 
independent agricultural interests. He became an extensive stock-raiser and 
was the breeder of the champion herd of English Berkshire hogs of America 
in 1897, and it is also claimed that he raises more hogs than any other man in 
Vermiilion county. H e  also breeds fine shorthorn cattle and raised the largest 
five year old cow exhibited at  the International Stock Show in Chicago in 1p6, 
its weight being twenty-two hundred and sixty pounds. In 1901 Mr. Green 
cam to his present home, known as the Maple Hill Stock Farm, consisting of 
three hundred and twenty acres of valuable land. Here he is conducting one 
of the most extensive stock-raising enterprises in the state, making a specialty 
of cows, hogs and horses. Until two years ago he has regularly exhibited at  the 
various international stock shows, where his entries have won high awards. 
He raises heavy draft horses and standard bred trotting horses, and his stables 
have produced some -Jery fine racers. He purchased as a yearling "William 
Mack," the greatest race horse of the country, whose record was 2:0535 and 
who won first money sixty-two times out of one hundred and twenty-seven 
starts; 35 seconds ; g thirds ; 4 fourths ; 12 unplaced. This racer he afterward 
sold and it is now dead. H e  had a record of 2:07 on a one-half mile track. 

Aside from his distinction as a stock-raiser Mr. Green has also won a name 
for himself as a farmer of importance, operating, aside from his home farm, 
eighteen hundred acres south of where he resides which belongs to his father's- 
in-law estate. He has been eminently successful in the cultivation of grain, 
his fields averaging seventy-five bushels of oats to the acre in the summer of 
r p g ,  while he produced one hundred and three bushels and twenty pounds of 
corn to the acre. H e  has spared neither time nor money in the development 
of his property and his home farm is today one of the finest and m s t  highly 
improved properties in Vermilion county. He has erected a beautiful brick 
residence and the buildings for the protection and shelter of the stock are large, 
commodious and modern in structure. The place is equipped with the latest 
improved farm machinery and everything necesary for the successful and 
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adequate care of stock. Without exception it is the best tiled farm in the county, 
thousands of dollars having been spent in thus improving it, and on one tract 
of forty acres alone there are ten thousand twenty-four inch tile. 

I n  1900 Mr. Green was united in marriage to Miss Blanch Mills, of Irmdianola, 
and to them have been born three children, Anna H., Margaret L. and Lewis 
WilLiam. The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, and are 
well known in Vermilion county, within whose borders Mr. Green's entire 
life has been spent. In  politics he supports the independent cause, but the 
duties of an intensely active business life have left little time for participation 
in political affairs other than casting his vote for the men and measures which, 
in his opinion, are best adapted to conserve the good of the community. The 
terms progress and enterprise may well be said to be the salient elements in 
the career of U. 2. Green, for the high place which he today occupies in agri- 
cultural and stock-raising circles in the country is due entirely to his own well 
directed efforts and unfaltering industry. He has kept in touch at all times 
with the progressive steps which have been made in those lines of endeavor, 
.and today no man is better equipped to speak with authority on matters per- 
taining to those branches of activity. His labors have not only resulted in 
the acquirement of a success which in its extent ranks him among the most 
substantial and prosperous men of Vermilion county, but are all the greater 
because they have contributed to the general good and have done much to 
promote agricultural interests in this section of the country. 

JOSEPH A. WILLIAMSON. 

There is no profession in which advancement depends more surely upon indi- 
vidual worth than in the law. It is a calling in which wealth or influence avail 
little or  nothing toward the attainment of success but where close application, 

. earnest purpose and intellectual strength constitute the foundation on which pros- 
perity is built. Joseph A. Williamson, now practicing at the Danville bar, has 
made a creditable record in connection with the work of the courts. He was 
born in Mount S u m i t ,  Indiana, on the 20th of September, 1874, a son of Joseph 
S. and Frances Rebecca (Ice) Williamson. On the paternal side his grand- 
father was a native of England and on corning to America first settled in Ohio 
but later removed to Indiana, locating near Muncie, where the father of our 
subject was born. The paternal grandmother, however, was of German descent. 
On leaving his native state, Joseph E. Williamson came to Illinois about 1876 
and has since made his home in Tuscola. Throughout his active business life 
he followed merchandising and farming. His wife, who was a native of Rlount 
Summit, Indiana, died in 1874. Her father, Jesse Ice. was from Virginia but 
m s  one of the early settlers of Mount Summit. 

Joseph A. Williamson of this review began his education in the district 
schools of Douglas county, Illinois, and for one year was a student at  Austin 
College in Effingham, and became well fitted for the teacher's profession. He 
*aught school in Douglas county for three years and then entered the law depart- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



562 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

ment of the Georgetown University from which he was graduated with the de- 
gree of B. A. in 1905. The following year the degree of M. A. was conferred 
upon him. Being admitted to the bar, he opened an o&e in Danville in March, 
1907, and has since engaged in practice at this place, now enjoying a large clien- 
age. i le  is regarded as a wise counselor and able advocate and in the presenta- 
tion of his cause before the court seldom fails to win the verdict desired. 

In his political views Mr. Williamson has been a democrat since age con- 
ferred upon him the right of franchise, but the honors and emoluments of public 
office have little attraction for him. H e  is a member of the First Presbyterian 
church of Danville and is also connected with the One Hundred Thousand Club 
and White Oak Lodge, Knights of Pythias, in which he now holds the office of 
keeper of the records and seal. H e  is appreciative of the social amenities of 
life and his genial qualities have won him many friends, but his attention is pre- 
eminently given to his professional duties, his devotion to his clients' interests 
being proverbial. 

CHARLES W. WARNER. 

Charles W. Warner, closely connected with the journalistic interests of 
Hwpeston since 1879 and since 1882 manager of the Chronicle, of which he 
has also been proprietor since 1887, was born upon a farm in Montgomery 
county, Indiana, January 24, 1857, and is descended in the eighth generation 
from William Warner, who came from England in October, 1682, with Will- 
iam Penn to establish a colony upon the present site of Philadelphia. He  was 
made a judge in the superior court of that colony and was a prominent man 
in the community. The family line was strictly of Quaker faith for seven 
generations until Abner Warner, father of Charles W. Warner, was dropped 
from the roll of his monthly meeting for attending a "worldly wedding." He  
was a native of Ohio and a farmer by occupation. H e  wedded Mary Cadwal- 
lader, who was born in Montgomery county, Indiana, and was also a Quaker 
descended from eight generations of that faith, the first two generations being 
residents of Wales. She was also dropped from the roll of her monthly meet- 
ing for wearing a small gold pin in the collar of her dress. She afterward 
united with the Methodist Episcopal church. Both Abner and Mary Warner 
are now deceased and Charles W. Warner has no near relatives living except 
one brother, Perry M. Warner, who is manager of the Rossville Telephone 
Company. 

In  the public schools a t  Rossville, Iflinois, Charles W. Warner pursued his 
education until compelled to leave school and go to work while yet lacking a 
year and a half of completing the high school course. He is, however, an 
honorary member of the alumni associations of the Rossville and Hoopeston 
high schools. H e  worked for three years during and just after the close of 
his school life at  cabinet making and undertaking in Rossville. H e  then began 
to  learn the printer's trade in the office of the Rossville Enterprise, which was 
-published by John C. Cromer. He became connected with that paper in August, 
1877, and five weeks later the Enterprise was removed to Homer, Champaign 
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county. He continued his connection with it for three weeks longer and then 
concluded there was a broader field in school teaching. He accordingly fol- 
lowed that profession for two terms of three months each in district No. 10, 

just south of Homer, or  from December, 1877, until June, 1878. He found 
the profession congenial but the remuneration was not sufficient and in October, 
1878, he entered the employ of John W. Dalz, then county clerk, whom he 
assisted in the extra work of getting out the tax books for the various t o m -  
ships. He was employed in that way for two months and gained considerable 
knowledge of mathematics and accounting while thus engaged. On the 10th 
of February, 1879, he went to work by the week as a printer in the office of 
the Hoopeston Chronicle published by Dale Wallace, and has since been con- 
nected with that paper with the exception of five months spent in Springfield 
as journal clerk of the house of representative in the thirty-second general 
assembly, from January until May inclusive, in 1881. During that session 
John G. Holden and Joseph B. Mann, of Danville, and Bradley Butterfield, 
of Rankin, were members of the lower h~use ,  and George Hunt of Paris was 
a member of the senate from this district. On returning from Springfield Mr. 
Warner went to work again in the Chronicle office and was there employed for 
another year. On the 1st of July, 1882, he rented the office and assumed the 
management of the paper under a lease of five years and on the 1st of July, 
1887, purchased the office and has since published the paper, making it one of 
the leading country journals of the state. He follows progressive methods in its 
publication and its constantly increasing patronage is indicative of the favor 
which it finds with the general public. 

On the 13th of December, 1883, Mr. Warner was united in marriage to 
Miss Lillian Clark, of Hoopeston, a graduate of the Hoopeston high school 
and an art student at Cincinnati under Thomas Lindsey. She has decided 
talent as an artist and is also interested in the church and benevolent work of 
the city, having for a number of years been the teacher of the "Rosebud" o r  
infant class in the Universalist Sunday school. Mr. and Mrs. Warner have 
one daughter, Gladys June, who was graduated from the Hoopeston high 
school in ~ g o g  and is now a student in the Virginia College for Young Ladies 
at Roanoke, Virgina. 

Since becoming manager of the Chronicle Mr. Warner has made it the 
champion of Hoopeston's welfare among many lines and aside from the field 
of journalism has labored effectively and earnestly to advance the best inter- 
ests of the city. Like most of Hoopeston's residents, he is radically opposed 
to saloons. Every year and several times during each municipal campaign 
season he is called to various cities and towns in Illinois to deliver addresses 
in opposition to saloons. Hoopeston has certainly proved the value and worth 
of the non-license policy, having an exceptionally clear record in regard to 
crime, lawlessness and pauperism as compared with those cities where the sa- 
Ioon has free play. Mr. Warner served as city clerk of Hoopestoa from No- 
vember, 1881, until April, 1883, and was postmaster at Hoopeston from July, 
1889, until July. 1893, and again in July, 1897, was appointed to the office, in 
which he is now the incumbent. He has always been a republican-"stalwart 
as distinguished from the half-breed, and regular as distinguished from the 
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insurgent." H e  was connected officially with the old Hoopeston fair and is now 
an officer of the Hoopeston Chautauqua He  became a charter member of 
Hoopeston Lodge, No. 195, Knights of m a s ,  and was chosen its first chan- 
cellor commander, serving from December 4, 1888, until June 30, 1889. He 
belongs to Hoopeston Camp, No. 257, M. W. A., which he joined 
in 1893, and in March, 1895, became a member of Star Lodge, No. 709, 
'5% F. & A. M., while in May of the same year he took the degrees of Hoopes- 
ton Chapter, No. 115, R. A. M., of which he has served for two years as  
high priest. H e  is also a member of Grant Council, No. 89, R. & S. M. H e  1 
is liberal in his religious views and affiliates with the Universalist church, I 

although not a member. He belongs to the Hoopeston Commercial Club, in 
which he has h e n  honored with the presidency. His name is always associated 
with projects of progress and improvement and in all public service as well as 
private interests he is a man of action rather than of theory. 

HENRY PUZEY. 

Few men acquire distinction in more than one branch of industry, and yet 
Henry Puzey now occupies a position in farming, stock-raising and horticul- 
tural circles such as few men of his section of the country have attained. He 
has made a success of scientific farming, is the owner of one of the finest 
orchards of VermiIion 'county and in almost every state in the Union, wherever 
his stock has been shipped, his name stands as a synonym for fine quality and 
high grade. H e  is one of those men who accomplish results in the business 
world, who bring to a successful completion whatever they undertake, and 
thus into whatever field he has directed his attention, fortune has smiled upon 
his efforts and he is today classed among the most substantial and well-to-do 
residents of Vermilion county. 

He was born in Berkshire, England, on the 16th of August, 1S26, a son of 
Joseph and Beatrice (Blanche) Puzey, also natives of England, the former born 
in Berkshire and the latter in Gloucestershire. The father was an important 
factor in industrial circles of Berkshire, where he engaged extensively in the 
manufacture of brick, tile and other clay products. His plant was located in 
the village of Stanford and he employed as high as seventy hands. He passed 
away in 1853. 

Reared in the land of his nativity, Henry Puzey was given the advantages 
of a good education, attending the public schools of Andlem, Cheshire, Marl- 
borough and Wiltshire, and in due course of time graduated from the high 
school. When fifteen years of age he was apprenticed to his uncle, Thomas 

"Puzey, in the wholesale dry-goods business and later was transferred to his 
uncle Henry in London, with whom he also served as apprentice. Including his 
term of indenture he was identified with merchandising for about nine years, 
after which he declared his intention of seeking his fortune in the new world. 
Something of his capability and reliability is indicated by the fact that at  this 
time his employer offered to furnish him the capital, at  five per cent, to estab- 
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lish himself in business independently if he would remain with h h  for another 
year, but, determined to come to the United States in preference to  remaining in 
his native country, he crossed the Atlantic and landed in New York on the 13th 
of May, 1850. His decision to come to this country was the outcome of a lec- 
ture on the advantages offered to settlers of Vermilion county, Illinois, which 
was delivered in London at the instigation of Isaac Sandusky for the purpose 
of exploiting the advantages of this region and inducing emigration to this sec- 
tion of the state. Many English settlers were thus lured to Illinois, and with 
Mr. Puzey came a brother, Albert; an aunt, Mrs. Sophia Church, the wife of 
Henry Church, who had already crossed the Atlantic; Jane Church, who later 
married Frank Champion, of Catlin; and Sarah Church, who became the wife 
of Henry Lloyd. All are yet living and reside in Catlin. 

Upon his arrival in this country hfr. Puzey made his way direct to Ver- 
milion county, where he joined two uncles, who had arrived here two years pre- 
viously, locating in Catlin township, south of Catlin, He at  first was employed 
as a farm hand, while later he operated a rented farm for six years, at the end of 
which time he returned to England, where he remained for a year and a half. 
One of the principal objects of his visit was to secure a helpmate and companion, 
and consequently, on the 18th of March, 1858, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Hannah Rymer, of Gloucestershire. Immediately afterward he returned 
to Vermilion county with his bride, locating in what was then Carroll town- 
ship but is now Jamaica township, where he purchased eighty acres of unim- 
proved land. He erected a frame house on the place, in which he and his wife 
began their domestic life, broke the sod and converted the land into productive 
fields, and here made his home for forty-two years. After the death of his wife, 
in 1900, however, he went to the home of his son Thomas, with whom he has 
since resided. During the long years of his active connection with agricultural 
interests of Vermilion county he has directed his efforts into various lines of 
activity, in all of which he has been signally successful. Late in the '60s he 
became interested in stock-raising, making a specialty of breeding registered 
Berkshire hogs, Cottswold and Shropshire sheep and light harness horses. H e  
was the raiser of Waymark the first horse bred in Vermilion county to make a 
record of 2 :IO, and his fame eventually extended throughout the entire country 
as a breeder of fine stock. He has exhibited at the county fairs in Illinois, 
Indiana and Ohio, at Columbus, Ohio and Indianapolis, Indiana, and his stock 
has been shipped to almost every state in the Union. He  has also become a 
recognized authority on fancy poultry, which he has shipped to all parts of the 
country, and his name is well known in stock-raising circles throughout the 
entire country. He has also gained distinction as a horticulturist of considerable 
note and is the owner of one of the finest orchards in Vermilion county, his 
fruit having taken first prizes at many of the county fairs. As a tiller of the 
soil, also, he has gained no little prominence, for he has made a science of farm- 
ing, carrying on his work along strictly modern and up-to-date methods, and his 
labors have resulted in most gratifying success. He has seemed to know where 
and how to put forth the most effective effort, has been a careful student of ex- 
isting conditions and whatever he has undertaken he has done thoroughly and' 
well, so that it is no matter of wonder that he has gained a fortune as the result 
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of his activity in the various enterprises he has undertaken, and today he ranks 
among the best known and most successful men in his section of the state. At 
one time he owned five hundred and forty acres of V e d l i o n  county's richest 
land, while he and his four sons own over one thousand acres, and his son-in-law, 
Charles E. Nesbitt, is the owner of five hundred and twenty acres. His progres- 
sive methods are manifest in the fact that he was one of the first men in his 
section of Vermilion county to tile his land to any great extent, and at the time 
his neighbors told him that he was burying his money. Time, however, has 
demonstrated the wisdom of his course in the exceIIent condition of his farm- 
ing property. 

With the passing years the home of Mr. and Mrs. Puzey was blessed with 
five children, all of whom survive the mother, whose death occurred on the 31st 
of March, 1900. They are as follows: Joseph, James R. and Thomas, all en- 
gaged in farming in Jamaica township; Frances E., the wife of Charles E. 
Nesbitt, of Catlin township; and Henry, of Vance township. Mr. Puzey has 
carefully reared his sons to agricultural pursuits, has made expert farmers and 
good managers of them, and the methods which proved so resultant in the con- 
duct of the father's business are being followed by the sons with equal success. 

'Although Mr. Puzey has never had time nor inclination to participate actively 
in political affairs, as the conduct of his extensive business interests has de- 
manded his entire attention. H e  has never regretted his decision to seek his 
fortune in the new world, for here, although competition is stronger, opprtuni- 
ties for advancement are greater and as a result of his industry, diligence and 
intelligently applied efforts, he has gained success far beyond his early hopes. 

JOHN NOONE. 

Among those men who bring things to pass is numbered John Noone, a man 
of notable business ability whose marked spirit of enterprise and progress has 
enabled him to bring to successful completion what he has undertaken. Coming 
to America when a young man of eighteen years, with but a few cents in his 
pocket upon his arrival in Chicago, his life has, during the intervening years, 
been one of continuous and varied activity, his labors covering many branches 
of industry. Starting out in his present business with but one cab, he now 
owns the finest and largest livery barn in the city of Danville, and he has other 
connections which combine to make him one of the most substantial business 
men of the community. 

A native of Ireland, Mr. Noone was born in 1872, and there spent the period 
* 

of his boyhood and youth, acquiring his education in the schools of that coun- 
try. The old world offers few advantages to her young men who are not blessed 
with any especially favoring circumstances, and, possessing a nature in which 
ambition and energy were salient qualities, Mr. Noone decided to try his for- 
tune in America, which had come to mean to him, as it had to many others, the 

. 1  land of opportunity. Accordingly, when eighteen years of age he crossed the 
Atlantic, making his way direct to Chicago, Illinois, where he arrived on the 1st 
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of January, I@, with but a few cents in his pockets. His spirit was undaunted, 
however, and he at once sought employment, which he found, and for about 
five months he worked in the Swift Wool house. He then left Chicago and 
went to San Francisco, California, where he was engaged on the wharves, hand- 
ling freight and shoveling coal for a few months. He next secured work on 
a farm in Sutter county, that state, where he worked in the harvest fields for a 
short time, after which returned to San Francisco and after working a few 
weeks there again made his way to Chicago. In that city he assisted in the 
erection of the Masonic Temple and the Alhambra Theater, after which he 
helped in putting in the abutments of the elevated railroad on Congress street. 
At the time of the World's Fair in Chicago he assisted in the erection of the 
buildings, working on nearly all of the structures. 

The fall of ~ S g z  witnessed Mr. Noone's arrival in Danville, and after pur- 
chasing a team he was here engaged in hauling gravel and coal, becoming so 
rapid in this line that he could shovel sixty bushels of coal in seven minutes and 
a yard of gravel in three minutes. He continued buying and selling coal for 
about five years, hauling his material from Grape Creek, and then when the 
city began paving the streets he assisted the contractors by hauling brick. In 
1897 he purchased his first cab, maintaining his stand on Illinois street, and this 
proved the initial step in a business which has since grown to extensive propor- 
tions. After operating this both night and day for about a year he was able in 
1898 to purchase Lester's cab line, which made him the owner of three cabs, 
and for about a year he occupied a stable in the rear of Ike Stearns. Step by 
step he worked his way up from this small beginning, carefully arranging his 
plans and managing his interests, and day by day his trade increased, making it 
necessary for him to seek larger quarters. In 1900 he purchased a fifty-foot 
lot on East Main street, where his barn at 728-730 now stands, and as he pros- 
pered was able to add fifty feet more the next year and still another hundred 
feet in the following year. In 1903 he bought the lot adjoining his former pur- 
chase, upon wh'ich stands a building consisting of two store rooms and two 
flats above, all modem. In 1909 he purchased a lot east of his original hold- 
ings and upon this property erected one of the finest livery s t a b k  in the state. 
I t  is built in a most modern style, with trestles fifty-seven feet wide by one 
hundred and five feet long, and everything about it is up-to-date and complete. 
The barn contains some very fine horses and vehicles of various styles, the equip 
tl~ent being planned to meet every demand in the livery line. In addition he 
operates the only cab and hack line in the city, meets all the trains, makes hotel 
calls, handles all kinds of transfer with promptness and in fact is in the lead 
in d l  that transfer service includes. He has made a reputation for courtesy 
and correct business and holds the favor of the city through honest and legiti- 
mate methods. 

In addition to his business property Mr. Noone also owns much residence 
property, possessing a neat cottage at 1024 Grove street, a row of houses at 
424,426, 428 and 430 Bryar. avenue, a residence a t  302 Park avenue and another 
at 304 Park avenue. He is also the owner of a house and lot in Central Park, 
and another house with about two acres in Newman, the land being devoted to 
the raising of fruit. It is at once evident to the reader that in hi business ven- 
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tures Mr. Noone has been eminently successful, and his prosperity is all the 
more creditable from the fact that it is due entirely to his own efforts. He 
well deserves the proud American title of a self-made man, for, starting out in 
life for himself empty-handed, with no capital except ambition, determination 
and energy, be has steadily worked his way upwards in the business world until 
today he ranks among the most substantial, progressive and representative busi- 
ness men of the city. 

It was i i ~  18go Mr. Noone was united in marriage to Miss Mattie Sconce, 
and they became the parents of four children, as follows: Eleanor, Mary, 
Frank and Maggie, of whom Mary and Frank are yet living. In 1904 Mr. 
Noone was again married, his second union k ing  with Miss Minnie Olahy, who 
became the mother of one son, John. In 1902 Mr. Noone sent to Ireland for 
his mother but took her home after a visit of nine months, as she had become 
very dissatisfied here. He has, however, visited her twice since that time. 

Since becoming an American citizen Mr. Noone has thoroughly identified 
himself with American customs and institutions, making the interests of this 
country his own, and in his citizenship has proven m s t  loyal and public-spirited. 
In politics he is a republican, giving stalwart support to that party, although the 
honors and emoluments of office have no attraction for him. A man of fine 
personal appearance, he possesses a kindly spirit and a genial disposition, and 
the smile with which he invariably greets every one indicates a rare good nature 
which has won him a most extensive circle of friends. 

HERMAN COOK. 

Herman Cook, engaged in the livery business in Danville, was born in 
Westville, this county, in 1885. He is a representative of one of the oldest 
families of the county, his grandfather, Samuel Cook, being one of the first 
skttlers. He came here from Ohio in pioneer times and settled three miles 
southeast of Catlin. His son, James P. Cook, the father of Hermm Cook, 
was born in Catlin township in 1855 and throughout his entire life has followed 
the occupation of farming. He married Miss Evaline O'Neil, whose birth oc- 
curred in Georgetown township, Vermilion county, in 1857, Their daughters 
are: Gertrude, now the wife of Frank L. Downing, a resident of Catlin town- 
ship; and Stella and Lena, twins, who are living at home. 

Herman Cook, whose name introduces this record, began his education in 
the district schools and afterward continued his studies in Danville. Early 
in his business life he became manager of a grocery store, of which he had 
charge for about four years. He afterward turned ,his attention to the com- 
mission business, with which he was connected for nearly seven years, and 
on the expiration of that period secured a pasition in a lumber office, where 
he remairled for three years. At the end of that time he opened a livery stable 
at Nos. 728 and 730 East Main street and has since carried on the business, 
which has assumed large proportions. He has a well kept livery barn, a large 
number of good horses and fine vehicles and has a large amount of the funeral 
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business of the city. He is energetic and determined in all of his business re- 
lations and his well directed industry is bringing him substantial success. 

Mr. Cook gives his political allegiance to the democratic Frty but never 
seeks office as a reward for party fealty. His religious faith is indicated in 
his membership in the Christian church. He is yet a young man but already 
has become well established as a factor in business circles in Danville and his 
salient characteristics are such as promise further success for the future. 

D. G. MOORE. 

D. G. Moore, a prominent and prosperous resident of Danville, is now ex- 
tensively engaged in the real-estate business. His birth occurred in Keeseville, 
Essex county, New York, on the 15th of December, 1834, his parents being 
A. D. and Mindia (Campbell) Moore, both of whom were natives of Acworth, 
Sullivan county, New Hampshire. The father an agriculturist by occupation, - 
removed to Essex county, New York, in 1826, making the journey from New 
Hampshire by team. In the Empire state he purchased a farm and there con- 
tinued to reside throughout the remainder of his life, becoming quite promi- 
nent in local affairs. His demise occurred in Essex county in 1872, while his 
wife passed away in Denver, Colorado. They had a family of ten children, 
six sons and four daughters, seven of whom grew to maturity, while five are 
still living, namely: Arthur E., a resident of Saginaw, Michigan, who is now 
eighty-one years of age; Davis G., of this review; Juliette, the wife of Dr. 
Sanford Hoag, of Denver, Colorado; and E. P. and Albert D., both living in 
Ontario, California. E. P. Moore was connected with the supply department 
during the Civil war. 

D. G. Moore obtained his early education in the public schools and after- 
ward attended the University of Vermont at Burlington, from which he was 
graduated in 1858. He then took up the profession of teaching and for seven 
years acted as principal of the high school at Rutland, Vermont, at that 
time the largest public school in the state. On the 1st of January, 1866, he 
journeyed westward to Illinois and located in Chicago, where he entered the 
service of the Chicago, Bgrlington & Quincy Railway in the capacity of freight 
clerk, being employed in the freight office for nine months. On the expiration 
of that period he secured a position with what is now the Wabash Railway, re- 
maining in the service of that corporation for eighteen and a half years or 
until impaired health necessitated his resignation. He acted as division super- 
intendent of the Danville and Cairo division for three and a half years and 
became well known in railroad circles. From a humble clerkship he had worked 
his way steadily upward to the responsible position of division superintendent, 
winning promotion as he demonstrated his ability, fidelity and trustworthiness. 
After severing his connection with railroad interests he turned his attention 
to mercantile pursuits, conducting a business of that character in Danville for 
three and a half years. At the end of that time he went to Chicago and there 
became associated with the Harvey Land Association, which owned the t o m  
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of Harvey. Later he accepted the position of general manager with the Eastern 
Illinois Coal Company of Grape Creek, Illinois, and capably sewed in that 
capacity for about ten years or until the concern sold out. Since that time he 
has devoted his attention to the management of farm property, controlling 
about three thousand acres of land in the interests of non-resident owners. 

On the 1st of May, 1863, Mr. Moore was united in marriage to Miss Mar- 
tha J. Hudson, a native of Berkshire county, Massachusetts, by whom he has 
two sons and two daughters. Allen H., the eldest, is an official of the General 
Electric Company of Schenectady, New York. He opened their works in 
Germany and also spent two years in England in the interests of the company, 
wiring the first underground railroad in London. George D., who graduated 
from West Point in 1880, has since been a member of the United States army. 
He  spent six years in the Philippines and is now in Honolulu. He  participated 
in the first skirmish at the battle of Manila and was one of the soldiers who 
captured the notorius Aguinaldo. Ollie M. Moore is the principal of the Mc- 
Kinley school in Danvilk. Emily L., a graduate of the New England Conser- 
vatory of Boston, Massachusetts, is now a teacher of music. 

Mr. Moore is a republican in his political views and keeps well informed 
on the questions and issues of the day but has never sought public preferment. 
He served as a school director for about ten years and has been a member of 
the public library board for nearly twenty-five years. He belongs to the Sigma 
Phi, a college fraternity, and his wife and daughters are members of the 
Christian Science church. During the many years of hits residence in Vermilion 
county Mr. Moore has gained a host of warm friends, and his family is promi- 
nent in social circles of Danville. He  has now passed the seventy-fifth mile- 
stone on life's journey and can look back upon an active, useful and honorable 
career. 

DENNIS ALBERT CLINGIAN. 

%ong the young attorneys of Danville whose success is already assured 
is numbered Dennis Albert Clingan, who was born near Georgetown, Verrnil- 
ion county, on the 27th of May, 1883, and his parents, John W. and Mary E. 
(Nesbitt) Clingan, also natives of this county, are still living. The Clingan 
family came originally from Ireland and settled in Ohio and our subject's 
grandfather Clingan came to this county about 1830. His wife was born in Ver- 
milion county and was of German descent. On the maternal side our subject 
is also of Irish origin and the family was founded in Ohio at  an early day. In 
1860 his grandparents came to Illinois and settled near Georgetown this county. 
John W. and Mary E. (Nesbitt) Clingan have but two children, Edna E. now 
the wife of Benjamin A. Learnard, living near Georgetown ; and Dennis Albert. 

In the district school near Georgetown Mr. Clingan acquired his elementary 
education and was later graduated f r ~ m  the high school in Danville. He  sub- 
sequently entered the University of Illinois a t  Champaign, where he pursued 
a classical course and was granted the degree of A. B. in 1907. H e  next tcok 
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up the study of law in the Leland Stanford University of California and was 
admitted to practice in that state, where he conducted an office for eight months. 

Since his return to Danville in August, 1909, Mr. Clingan has p d c d  in 
this city and has already met with most excellent success in his chosen pro- 
fession. He is a well read lawyer who has made the most of his advantages 
and undoubtedly a brilliant future lies before him. The republican party finds 
in him a stanch supporter of its principles and he is an active member of the 
Methodist church. Fraternally he is connected with the Masonic order. 

DANIEL RICE. 

Among the honored residents of Vermilion county, now deceased, Daniel 
Rice long occupied a prominent place. For forty-five years he lived in this 
county, coming from Kentucky at the time of the Civil war in order to secure 
protection for his family and being himself a valiant soldier in defense of 
the flag of the Union, although a native of a southern state and many of his 
friends in the southern army. H e  is remembered as a brave and sincere man, 
who knew no higher motive than duty and who did not hesitate in the hour 
of danger to cast his lot with the cause he believed to be true. 

He was born in Lawrence county, Kentucky, October 24, 1820, and was a 
son of Elijah and Sarah (Rife) Rice, the former a native of Kentucky and 
the latter of Virginia and of English and Swiss descent. The paternal grand- 
father, William Rice, was born near Centerville, Ohio, and was a son of James 
Rice who came from England and was the founder of the family in this coun- 
try. He was one of the early settlers of Centerville and it is remembered that 
upon his one hundredth birthday a family reunion was held at the old home 
and in the course of the celebration the venerable man ran a foot race with 
Daniel, the subject of this review, then a boy of twelve or thirteen years, and 
came out ahead in the race. He lived to an extraordinary age and, according 
to the records of the family, he did not depart this life until after he had 
passed the one hundred and thirtieth milestone, being entirely blind during the 
last fourteen years of his life. William Rice was a soldier of the Revolutionary 
war and also a well known frontiersman, who fought many battles with the 
Indians in Ohio. H e  nobly performed his part before he was called to his re- 
ward and was known as one of the bravest among all the frontiersmen in his 
region. 

The parents of our subject were married in Kentucky, Mrs. Rice having 
removed to that state with her parents when a young lady, the family first 
settling in Lawrence county and later locating in Carter county. Mr. Rice died 
in 1850, at the age of sixty-five years. His wife subsequently came to Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, and lived upon a farm near Fairmount until her death, 
which occurred in 1866, when she was sixty-nine years of age. She was the 
mother of thirteen children, twelve of whom-nine sons and three daughters- 
grew to maturity. 
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Daniel Rice was reared amid the environment of pioneer life. His early 
home was in the Cumberland mountains, then a wilderness, with few settle- 
ments and abounding in wild game. As he grew up he became an expert with 
the rifle, killing as many as six deer in a day, and, as he related in giving the 
reminiscences of his earlier life, he one day killed a bear and four of her cubs 
without assistance from any other person. The opportunities for education 
were extremely limited and in his case consisted principally of attendance for 
three months at a log schoolhouse under a teacher whose accomplishments were 
limited to the ability of being able to read and write. In  the frontier environ- 
ment he gained a love for animals, which was one of his lifelong characteristics, 
especially for the horse, which he regarded as one of the most useful friends 
of man. 

Mr. Rice remained under the parental roof until he was twenty-five years 
of age, when he was married and began independently as a farmer, in which 
he continued until after the outbreak of the Civil war. His sympathies being 
with the Union, he proffered his services to the federal government and be- 
came a member of Company D, Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, October 
21, 1861. He was mustered into service at  Camp Swygert on the Ohio river 
and participated in various engagements in the eastern part of Kentucky. At 
Ashland, that state, he had a severe attack of measles and lay for a time at 
the point of death, but was finally sent home on a furlough, returning to his 
regiment at  Baton Rouge in February, 1864. His health continued poor, how- 
ever, and he received his honorable discharge from the army May 10, 1864, 
his war experience bringing on nervous prostration, from which he never en- 
tire1 y recovered. 

At the time of his furlough Mr. Rice brought his family to Vermilion 
county, but after his final discharge he visited Arkansas with a view of making 
a permanent location in that state. Conditions not appearing favorable, he 
returned to this county and located in Vance township. In 1884 he  removed 
to Sidell township, where he lived until his death, which occurred January 31, 
1908. H e  was for many years afflicted with partial blindness and for some 
time before his death was totally blind, but, notwithstanding the condition of 
his health and many difficulties which he was obliged to face at different times 
in his career, he was always a man of cheerful disposition, looking upon the 
bright side even when the clouds were darkest, and he became one of the sucL 
cessful farmers of this county. 

In  August, 1845, Mr. Rice was united in marriage to Miss Flora Ann Jor- 
dan, a native of Greenup county, Kentucky, who was eighteen years of age at 
the time of her marriage. She was the mother of six children: William J.; 
Mary E., deceased; Albert R. U.; James G., a sketch of whom appears else- 
where in this work; Edward A.; and Lernuel, deceased. After her death Mr. 
Rice was married to Mrs. Eliza Jane Moore, a daughter of William J. and 
Susan (Rawlings) Robertson. T o  this union five children were born: Martha 
A., Eliza J., John W., Elijah R. and Catherine. Mrs. Rice was born in Parke 
county, Indiana, and at  seventeen was married to William H. Moore. Five 
children were the result of that union: Mary E., Charles A., Millie S., Reuben 
H. and William W. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY .OF VERMILION COUNTY . . .  6'17 

Mr. Rice was a member of the Baptist church and of the Grand Army of 
the Republic and from the time of reaching his majority he was a supporter 
of the democratic party. As will readily be seen, he was a man of decided 
views, fearless and self-reliant, and a worthy representative of a family that 
has left its impress on American life. 

GEORGE R. DEATRICH. 

In the death of George R. Deatrich, Hoopesbn lost one of its most valued, 
progressive and honored residents. He was long a newspaper publisher and 
writer and never handled superficially the vital questions and interests of the 
day but studied earnestly 'into those problems which are of grave import, his 
intelligent discussion thereof constituting a matter of wide interest and of 
strongly felt influence. He was born in Strawtown, Indiana, December 26, 1858, 
a son of Adam and Catherine (Feasante) Deatrich, both of whom were of Ger- 
man descent and on coming to the middle west settled in Noblesville, Indiana, 
in the early '50s. 

George R. Deatrich was educated in the public schools of Cicero, Indiana, 
pursuing his studies to the age of fifteen years, after which he was apprenticed 
to the printer's trade in Noblesville, Indiana, applying himself closely to the 
mastery of the business. Following the completion of his apprenticeship he 
worked as a journeyman for sixteen years. He came to Hoopeston in 1882 and 
secured a position as foreman of the Chronicle office, in which capacity he served 
for eight years; but laudable ambition prompted him to engage in business on his 
own account and he at length began the publication of the Herald, in which he 
continued to the time of his death. He  made it a strong, enterprising and inter- 
esting journal, his editorial writings eliciting wide attention and awakening deep 
and earnest thought because of his intelligent discussion of vital themes. He 
also published a volume entitled "The Poorest is Heir to the Best" and other 
messages which were an intelligent exposition of questions which have long en- 
gaged the attention of the thinking men of the age. 

In  Hoopeston, on the 8th of February, 1883, Mr. Deatrich was married to 
Miss Jennie M. Barnes, a daughter of Alexander and Elizabeth Jane (Nutt) 
Barnes. Mrs. Deatrich was born in White county, Indiana, on the zd of March, 
1865, and her great-great-grandfather in the paternal line was an officer of the 
Revolutionary war. By her marriage she became the mother of two children: 
Natalie E., who was born in Hoopeston, November 22, 188g; and Owen Geiger, 
who was born September 16, 1884, and died in 1889. 

Since the death of Mr. Deatrich his widow and daughter have continued 
the publication of the Herald, successfully managing the paper and keeping it 
up to the high stanndard to which Mr. Deatrich had raised it. They were to- 
tally inexperienced in this line of work when they took charge but their abilities 
proved adequate to the demands made upon them. Mrs. Deatrich is managing 
the paper editorially and taking care of the office interests, while the daughter 
acts as reporter and attends to outside business. They employ a number of win- 
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petent printers and other ef6cieht help and the Herald therefore remains as 
hitherto one of the leading papers of this section of the state. 

In his political views Mr. Deatrich was an earnest republican but never a poli- 
tician in the sense of office seeking. The only position he ever filled was that of 
steward in the hospital at Kankakee, to which he was appointed by Governor 
Yates, filling the office for eight years beginning in May, 1896. H e  was for 
many years a member of the Modern Woodmen camp and was a prominent and 
active member of the Commercial Club cf Hoopeston. His influence was always 
on the side of progress and improvement and it was found that at all times his 
business activities balanced up with truth and justice. 

ANDREW H. KIMBROUGH, M. D. . . 

There are always some men in every locality whom the citizens of the com- 
munity regard with veneration and honor because of a life that exemplifies all 
bhat is commendable, kindly, charitable and of high principle. Such was the 
position which Dr. Andrew H. Kimbrough occupied in Vermilion county. His 
life was beautiful in its simplicity, in its freedom from ostentation, in its help- 
ful spirit. At the same time he was a man of strong purpose, of keen discrimi- 
nation and of marked strength of character. His record, bherefore, deserves a 
prominent place upon the pages of history in this section of the state. H e  was 
born in Hardin county, Kentucky, February 27, 1823, and came of a family estab- 
lished in America during colonial days. He was a relative of General Ethan 
Allen, who commanded the Vermont troops at Ticonderoga and other important 
battles of the Revolutionary war until his "Green mountain boys" won enduring 
fame. 

Richard Calvin Kimbrough, the father of Dr. Kimbrough, was born in 
North Carolina and his patriotic loyalty to his country was manifested in active 
service in the war of 1812. H e  was wounded at the battle of Horseshoe Bend, 
his arm being almost entirely severed by the Indians. He likewise participated 
in the engagement at New Orleans. I t  was while the second war with England 
was in progress that the Kimbrough family removed to Kentucky, establishing 
their home in Hardin county near the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln. In that 
locality resided the family of Colonel Morrison, an uncle of Dr. Kimbrough. 
Richard C. Kimbrough was united in marriage in Hardin county to Miss Jane 
Morrison. By trade a tanner, he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits 
when in the Blue Grass state, cultivating for some time a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres which he purchased. At a later date, however, he removed to 
Stratton township, Edgar county, IIlinois, where he lived until his death, which 
occurred in 1833. His life was in harmony with his professions as a member 
of the Christian church, in which he served as a minister, and he gave evidence 
of his attitude upon political questions in his support of the democratic party. 
His wife long survived him and passed away on the 1st of June, 1876. In their 
family were nine children, all of whom have now passed away. The family 
experienced all of the hardships and privations of pioneer life and not only did 
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Richard C. Kimibrough defend the interests of his country in the war of 1812 
but also participated in the Black Hawk and other Indian wars. 

Dr. Andrew Hansford Kimbrough was but three years of age when his 
parents took up their abode upon a farm in Stratton township, Edgar county, 
Illinois. The state had been admitted to the Union only a few years before and 
was practically an unimproved wilderness, in which the Indians were far more 
numerous than the white settlers. Log cabins were the homes of the early 
pioneers and log pens sheltered the domestic animals, protecting them from the 
depredations of wild animals at night. Pioneer life in the woods was not the 
luxury that country life is today. When going to call on a neighbor miles away 
the shot gun and sharp knife were always camed and they were also taken 
to the fields and even to religious services which were always held in some set- 
tler's cabin. No one could tell at what time on the path through the woods 
dangerous animals and poisonous reptiles might be encountered. Schools, too, 
were of a primitive character and the sessions were held only in the winter 
months when it was impossible to do work out of doors. The remainder of the 
year was devoted to clearing land, chopping wood and building fences. Instruc- 
tion was given in reading, writing and arithmetic, and the older pupils had les- 
sons in geography. 

Amid such surroundings Dr. Kimbrough spent the days of his boyhood and 
after reaching man's estate engaged in teaching school for a time during the 
winter months, while the summer seasons were devoted to the work of the farm. 
Not being content with the life of the agriculturist, however, he removed to 
Paris, Illinois, with his little family, then consisting of a wife and three children. 
Determining to make the practice of medicine his life work, he began studying 
in the office and under the direction of Dr. John Tenbrook, and afterward spent 
two winters as a student of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, from which institution he was graduated with the class of 1858-9. The 
same year he located for practice in Georgetown, Illinois, and soon had all that 
he could do. His practice was large and extended over a large territory and in 
making his visits he traveled through a country in which dense forests, few 
roads, high rail fences and log cabins were the principal features. No tiling 
drained the land and the mud was deep and sticky until the summer sun dried 
it out. Getting lost day and night in strange woods, coming to swollen streams 
across which there were no bridges, making his way to the opposite bank in a 
skiff, going without sleep and meals-such was the Doctor's daily life for fifteen 
years. Realizing at length that his duties were too arduous for one of his age, 
and feeling that it was unwise thus to ride horseback over the prairies, he re- 
moved to Danville in 1873 and in this city continued the practice of his pro- 
fession for nearly thirty years, or until 1901, when age and health compelled 
him to retire. He was remarkably successful in his work and took great interest 
in it, often saying: "It is the grandest calling a man o n  follow; a physician 
finds out as no other man can all the troubles of his patients, mental and spiritual 
as well as physical, and can give relief." He always kept in touch with the ad- 
vancement of the profession and his care of the sick and administration of reme- 
dial agencies were followed by excellent results. H e  became the loved family 
physician in many households in Danville, many families retaining his service 
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until he was no longer in practice. He held membership with the Vermilion 
County Medical Society, the State Medical Society and the American Medical 
Association, and he was one of the charter members of the first named. 

It was on the 14th of March, 1847, in Marshall, Clark county, Illinois, that 
Dr. Kirnbrough was united in marriage to Miss Sarah Ashmore, who was born 
in that county, April 10, 1820, and was a daughter of Amos Ashmore, a native 
of Greenville, Tennessee. Her mother, who in her midenhood was Patience 
McGuire, was born in Marion, Pennsylvania, where she was also married. Mr. 
'Alshmore was the first white child born in GreenviUe and lived in an old cabin 
there. His father entered eleven hundred acres of land on Duck river in Ken- 
tucky, but lost it throught war claims. 'Al contemporary biographer has said in 
this connection: "The great-grandfather of Mrs. Kimbrough was a professor 
in the University of Edinburg, in London and a church and street of that city 
were named in his honor. Her grandfather was born in London to which place 
his parents had removed from Scotland. Her grandfather McGuire was born 
on the ocean when his parents were crossing the Atlantic to America. He was 
a strong Catholic and fled from the Emerald isle during the period of the perse- 
cution of the Irish people. Both the paternal and the maternal grandfather of 
Mrs. Kimbrough served in the Revolutionary war under Washington. Her 
father was an own cousin of Sam Houston, the liberator of Texas, and was 
said to resemble him greatly in personal appearance. A farmer by occupa- 
tion, he also engaged in taking contracts for the construction of public roads. 
For a time he resided near Newman, Tennessee, but before the birth of his 
daughter he renioved to a place five miles from Terre Haute, Indiana, thence 
going to Clark county, Illinois. Later he became a resident of Georgetown, 
Vermilion county, and died in Elwood township in 1863, at the age of eighty- 
one years. His wife had passed away in 1861. In his political faith he was a 
Jackson democrat and in religious belief was a Presbyterian. Mrs. Ashmore 
had four brothers who were Presbyterian ministers. One of these, Rev. Stephen 
Balch, was chaplain of the first congress that convened after the election of 
George Washington to the presidency of the United States. At his death his re- 
mains were interred in the Congressional cemetery at Washington. Mrs. Ashmore 
is also a distant relative of General Wayne and it is said personally resembled 
him. Mr. Ashmore in the paternal line was a lineal descendant of Rev. With- 
erspoon, a Presbyterian minister and one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. Mrs. Kimbrough now recounts many events of the Revolutionary 
war which she heard from her own people, and if written would make a very 
interesting volume. She says that the Indians were very numerous in this state 
during her early girlhood, and she was personally acquainted with a number of 
noted chiefs, including Killbuck who traded with the whites. She came to Ver- 
milion county in 1858 and frorn that time forward has been a resident of this 
portion of the state. She was one of a family of ten children, three sons and 
seven daughters, but only one of the number is now living: Margaret, who is 
the widow of Rev. Isaac Bennett and resides in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Unto Dr. and Mrs. Kimbrough were born two daughters and a son, Laura, 
Eugene R. E. and Ardilla. The son was representative from this district in the 
state legislature in 1878 and 1879, and for m e  term was mayor of Danville. 
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